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"APTER ACTICN a"fﬁﬂ‘*" g ﬂ
Hovember 1944 .

During the period 1-7 Hovember 19&# the same static situstion
that had prevailsd ib our ssctor sines 9 Uctober 1944 continuad,
We made no attacks ~ the ensmy made no dountersttacks. Patrsl ace
tivity continued, with the I & ® platoon and at least two of the
Battallons sending out patrolas nightly, some with the mlasion of
daterrinineg fordasbilliy of the SEILLE RIVER at all points to our
front, others with mission of determining enesmy sirength and dile-
positions on opposite side of River, including the towns of HOMENY
and RGUVES, As a result of these natrols, information wus zained
whieh provaed invaluable e few days later whan our sttack wes lsunched

&-2

The enemy zaintzined purely aafenéiVQ positions, interssted
only in vhon and whers an attack by our forses would ha made. Faw
trols wera gent out by them with misslion of sarturing an American

‘prilssner, but this mlsslion was in no case completed in our szotor,

Thay were continually on the slert sgalnst sn atrtack, and few of
our patrsls sugceedad in n@ne*ratlng th@ir linea without drawing
five,: ; : ;

During thile statie pariaé &hﬂ en&my situat*anch&ﬂgeé in aeme
degrasss In addition to the l43lst Fortresa Enm and 38th 34 Pz Gp
Rezt, 17th &3 Pz Gr Div, identifisd the preceding month as being
in our sector, 2 local attack 1 FHovanber 1944 by 319th Infantry
80th Infontry Divislon 1dentifted the German 48th Infantry Divie
sion as also being in 80th Division zone. According to latest ine
formation gained through P¥ sources, on 2 November 1944 34 In, 3zh
35 Pz Gr Regt, 17th 55 Pz dr Div was in defensive positions from
CHRFIROT to LPLY; 14318t Fortress In (under tactlosl command of
48th Inf Div) from EPLY to ROUVE 183 24 Bn, 126th Regt, 48th Inf Div
vioanity HaILlY: lst Bn, 126th Regt, 48th Inf Div in reserve st
THEZY 387 VYARTIN: 24 DBn, 127th Regt, 4%th Inf Div visinity AULROIS,
aup“@rtivq tha Aﬂtﬁ Inf Blv was 1151let Arty Bn consiating of three

" batteries, saoh with 3 lcﬁmm Howltgers (yn?a)i 4 L¥Ga and 80 men;

48tk Arﬁy ﬂ@gt whiuh ;

in sddition to Division's organic urhtllvrv,
congisted of nine batteriesa,

¢f these unitg, the 1431st ?argrasa ﬁn anad alsmants of 125th
Inf Hegt, 48th Inf Liv were diespcsed more directly in the path of
318th, Ths morals of thess troops ranged frop falr to low. The
*njarity of them wers older man, 35-50 yesrs of aze, many of whom
had had pravious cowbat service, been dlschargesd due to phyaical
diszbillitiee, send only rsosntly reimpr se& Ante gervice, ,

The 14%1gt Portre:s in wasg oo nsaaé cf foaw comnanisse ~ 34
Co with 140-140 ren, 18 L¥e; 4th Jo equipped with 12 8lms mortars,
Strangth of o swvaniag 1n 24 ﬂn, 126th Inf Regt was epproxisstely
70 ren sach, nqu&pa@% with noreal Infantry weapons,
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It wes ths g»‘“eml opinion s.maa Pgthat thelr pregsent defene
sive line glonz the O E&L‘ RIVER was tha Getman }a..R: thay knew of
no gsoondary defence 1lne betwssn there snd ‘thé Vest Wall, However,
they waroalgo of the opinlon that sufficlient fereas ﬁmé defonses
wara in baosk of them to prevent a ponetraiion by our foreds, Pee-
pardless of how heavy an attack we 2ight launsh,

One very interestin: feature of the German deflensivy measurss
which woa had snoountersd befors but appeared to have more esphapsis
at this atage, was their 'Ho retreat order'. In practieslly ew
unit contacted, thair orders hed been to hold to the last man, with
the result mm when our forces would bpesak through, the surviving
enemy troops had no predasisnated positions nap usacmbly peints on
whieh to fall baock. A Gemsn officer, takewpprisoner in & ragsnt
action, when questioned on this pomt., gtatod that no Oorman offiw
ger was sothorized to lssus o retrset ordsr sxgept on approval of

higher authori ty. Since this save gondition aprlied to 21l levals

‘ m ths ghain of command, the offleer W knasw of no one with the
* negessary suthority to s.s.e e sm’«x an order,

As pert of z coordinated drive to thr Zast by the entire U.8,
Thirs amy, 2% 0600, 8 Yovember 1944 the 318ithinfantry (rsenforcsd)
isunghed an attack on the enenmy, under oover of probably the hesye
lest artillery barrags 1t had sver had in suppert. In ap&m af
the rein, nud and cold the attack progressed successfully. 4 brids
head asroge ths SXILLE RIVER was established andtthe town of z%wa'zfsl o
was taken, Some Al7Tioulty was at Firat engountered by the unit
assigned the nission of taklsg JOHEKY, due to the feot that tanks
could not ha uasd in the initial attack 0g nad besn planned, The
Infantry unit attacked NOHINY without support of the btanks and were
pimned down Tor thres hours by heavy enery Tire, In the alterncon
whan our tanbs were brought up at this point, enemy reslstance
collapased, with the majority of them surrendering. In one sroup.
alons, 93 P¥s wers brought in from this town, in addition to m\nw
amallar groupa Trom the game aref,. ;

Turing this first day's o*mmtim the 318th took 323 ;‘%‘i’: 3
of whigh were officers, OF these, the 3 officers and 171 wmmtaa
men were Prom 14%1at fortress 3ny 138 from 128th Inf Hert
Inf Divs 5 from 148th AT fny § from 14Ath Aty Reit; and 1 el

+ et Bn Mg, YTth 53 Pe Or Regt, 17th &3 ?z Op Piv,

At 1400, 3 Yoverbar the anewmy laumhaﬁ & logal Ge*mwmtmk
neaw MAILLY but was driven back ha!‘am mlmmn,

in 9 ‘iavembﬂr aur attack wes rmw&d and during the ma“nxm
HAILLY and PHLIN wers clearsd of ths enemy.
Tuprirs the z'“ay xz t,:»m}. of 140 Pie was talen and twod nsw gnemy unlts

wore idmt*i’wd. These wepre 1125th Upr ‘egt, 559th Or Dlv: and 348h- -

Ranlacement 7 13 PWs fprom lst Bn, 1126th Regl were taken, and
% from 33 uO, N‘s“h m;zl&oemmt finy while 7 mors wers taken from
14%1s% Fortraess i snd an additisnal 11§ from 126%h Or Hept,
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The lst Bn, 1126th Gr Regt had arvrived from CHATEAU JALINS
the pregoding day and committed in area NHorth of MAILLY, The 24
Co of this unlt hat a strencth of aprrozimetely 50 meny 34 Co 85
men; and Ath Co £S«T70 men. The 13th Jo of this Regt had besn dlg-
golved and from 13 the 4th and Oth Companiss had recsived & Toum
Inf Wows cach, 4th Co wag composed of one mortar platoon with 3
80mm mortars, 2 MG platoons with 3 Hitn asach, snd one Inf How
platoon with 4 75mm Inf Hows., The 148th Replacement Pn hed been
woved from TINCRY to vieinity of PULIN wherethoy took up poaitions
1 Yegvember, Agcoriing to F¥s the strenzth of 24 and 4th gompenies
wag approxirately S0 men sach, : :

. The 8«2 satimto of the enery situation se of 091900 pleced
the enery sirensth in 318th seotor at approxizately 1000 wen, and
mpaking & general withdrawnl to the Zast, These troops eonsgisted
of ramnantsz of lst and 24 fHns, 126th Gr Regt; 148th Replscenment
Bng lat Bn, 1126th %r Rest, 559th Or Div: and slements of lat Bn,
127th Or Rect, 48th Gr Div, ; ;

Continuinr its part in the Zastward drive, on 10th and 1lth
of Hovember 310th drove the ensmy Trom the towns of HOYCHEUX, FO-
VILLE, JOVILLE and ACHATEL 10 Hovember, and TRAGRY, THIMOWVILLE,
HEAVILIFegur-1150 and ST RPVRE 11 YHovermber, During the nlsht 10w
11 Hoveamber disormanized resnanis of 48ih CGr DAy continusd thelr '
retreat, woving thelr remaining artillery to Hast side of the £
PRENOH RIED RIVER, : , . ﬁ

The snepy nade sn unsuscessful attempt to establish & new i
line of defense to run throush TRAORY and THIMORVILLE but by 1000,
11 Yovesber thls new line, the enemy's third line of defenae Zast
of the SEILLT RIVER, was broken with heavy losseattc them, Ensmy
units ugaed in 318th gsetor to form this third defensive line were
the 48th Sseurity Hn, 48th Gr Divy let Bn, 1126¢h “r Hept, %59th
Or Div: and lat and 24 Sns, 951st Or Regt, 38lst CGr Div,

The 951st Oy Regt, 35lat Gr Div hadasrrived in our gsgtor 10
Hovember from the VOIGE HTE after a trip of 150200 kilometers on
trucks, and hnd been committed sn this line to defend and not to
attack - a complate reversal of custowary OJerssn tsctice, The
avarass company stramgth of this unit was 50 men,

Cthey now enemy units contaoted were 24 and 4th Cos, Bl3th
A4k Bn w 24 U0 having 3 platoons with & 20mm A4 zuns eschy 4th Co
with 9 37mm A4 ~uns, 4th (257th AAA) On, 484 AL Flak Rept - com~
posed of 1lth, 12th, 13th and 15th Ostteriss; 1lth and 12th Dattopr-
lea were squipped with 12 37axm single barvel guna each; 135th Hattepy
with 5 88pe 44 guns; znd 15th Zattery withl? 20me A4 suns each,
(424 AAA ¥lek Fest was conposs? of 4 Bns but the other three, 86th
Light Flek, 164th AAA und 101st AL #ns, wers not sontacted),

During theoe two days® operatl na, 383 Pie wera taken by the
Regiment, of which 5 wers officers, 53 N0Us and 325 enlisted man,

After havinz boen forged from West side of HISD PRANCAIDE
RIVIR 11 Tovembsr the ensey, on the followins day, unsuscesgsful)
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sitempted 1o prevent our orosaing, During the day, howsver, 316%&:
clearsd the town of BA [RECOURT, aﬁmblinbeﬁ & fivm bridgehesd
across the Hiver and glsared the towns of VATHINONT and LIKY,

Tha *r*r.nelﬂs.l eneny unit us»d to reslst ouwr orossing of the
FRIVCT WIND RIVES was 128th Gy Regl, 40th fir Dlve The averapgs
combat at.x'm'rt,h per gompany in this Regiment, originally 80-100
men, wis believe’ 4o be down to 50 men per company, ninety percent
of thelr ngee rancing from 17-20 ysars, Thelr morale was from falr
to low. The Regimen 1t was sguipped with mz*m.l infantry wegpona,

Angther snery unit gontaoted 12 %mmber for the Pirst time
was 34 Co, 1834 AA-AT Bn, This unit hed 100 men in company, ogulpe
ped with f0 20mm s {} track) guns, with double mission of protest-
ing hnavy guns frop low level bombers aﬂd !’0!* ground defence, .

L0 105 Péa taken by 318th 12 %vmhw 3 wore offlcers, 12 iCls
gnd 9«3 enllasted men,

On 1% ® v@wmr the ememy wn&inwd 1%1“3:;; ground to our Torees
andt the towns of HOLACCURT, ARVAINOCURT, DRULAWEE, TEICCOURT and.
TRONVILLE wore tal eon by *lﬁtb. in mokine ‘thelr withdrawal the enenmy
blew bridzes in our zone of advancs, established stironz points in
the towne and used harassing aertillery and morter fire,

Althourh not contacsied up to this tims by ,:lﬁt.h, on 1% %vm«-
ber the 317th Infantry :.éent.zfmd the Gepman 36th Or Div as belng
on B0th Division front. As estimated by SHALF, the strensth of
this Diviaion was #,500 - £ 000, ita orgenization and ceﬁmciaion
beins similsyr to the 5534, 559th and 361st Infentry Divisions., =

At this §um ture the 318th was nsai?;n(i the misaion of pz*étmt?-
inz XIX Corpe Horth boundasry, resuliing in the direction of oupr ade
vange turning fron Zast to Horth after having reaohed HULACO Sﬁ%’h

In movins Horth to take up its assigned position om XII Corpa
left flank, 318th lau nc‘w an attaok Northward 15 NHovesmber., This
attack ths eney rsslsted with heavy mortar and amellarms firs, and
in the alfterncon launched & counteratisck from L0183 DI HEULANDER,
“‘hw counteratiack was ariven baok athn mmy witmm tzsmrd

FPALDUERONT,

As & result of the day's action 1& M@ubw, 159 more PYs were
taken by 318th, This nmade a total of 1110 PWe taken sinte the bew
ginnins of our present ai’fms».m, 8 “icvnﬁhar lﬁi&k

Princinal &n&"f“y umlte contaeded in ﬁhﬁ&m%&m wera 116th and
165th Or Nemts, an' 265th “Arty Rezt, 36th Gp Div, MHorals of the
men from these units takea nrigoner wao fair to low, many of them
rlad to surrender, Theiy migsion was defensive only, with orders
to hold vositions at all costs. They had bHean told that anyone
withadrawing without orders would ba 3‘«!3*:..

It wae learned from Pa that ths F***rmm mth Jomrand had Pée
contly cha"m‘! their ‘Ho petrest order® f.o the axtent of inalud?
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German officers wharsas, in the past, 1% had applied only to sne
listed mon, In ef’sct, the new order stated that any Usrman offi-
ovar gullty of orderins a petrest of his men or removing hinmself to
& aafer place rearward would be couptmartlslsd, have his commission
cancelled end then placed on front lins duty as g rifleman,

After the ensoy counterattach on afterncon of 15 Yovember had
been driven back the enewy left only relatively small forces for
resrguard and delaying action bDetwean 318%h and the FAIIHOT LINEZ,
The outer frings of these defengss, ornsibting of antie-tank ditehes
and a few seatierad conorete pillhoxes just Weat of FALLUEMOWD
was gontzete? by 318th forces 20 Hovembar when the town of FALGUS
ROET was taken asainet only li-ht resielance, Mors were found the
ugual evidenoss of tha enemy's delayine and harassing measures,
eonslsting of blown bridmas in sddition to heavily mined aud bochy
trapned areas in and around the town, .

The snewy at thls tize wosmalinly cocupled with improving new
defensive positions Horth and Novthwest of THITTELIAG, sending out
patrola an’ harassing our rositions with lisht artillery and mortey
fiva, DPluring ths nirht 2122 Hovember the aneny counterattacked
with one comcany in an uwnauccesaful sttempt Lo drive our forces
from LAUDRTPAIG, where we hed made & local penetration of their new
defonglive rositions on main MAGIROYT LINZ forte,

During nlzht 22-23 tovember 34 Bn, 861st Inf Tegt, 347th Int
Div relievsd lat Bn, 165th Inf Ramt, 36th Inf Iiv in their seotor
vhich extondsd rrom BOIS D% %iDi'OHEY to ZIMHING to BAMBIDERSTROPF) =
191’.{)%:1, 165¢th Inf teking up new defensive positions Jorthwest of = -
LACDREPALG, : ‘ o Bena

The 34 Bn, 991st fHegt had boen formed ab ut 15 Hovesber 1544
from Dilvislon reserve and ghipped from the LIFEL regions to this -
‘ssctor, arrlving 22 Hovember. Pn was orgunized and equipped slong
regulsr Inlantry lines. The thrse rifle eompanies had an RVOrREE |
strength of 120 men, while the heavy weapons ¢ompany strength was .
approximtely 150 wen, Personnel of this unit was very youns (17«

18 years of age) and their morals above average = this wos their
firat committiment to combat, Immediately on taking up positions
nizht of 2223 Yovamber, the 1lth Co of this unit sent out s 7 men
reconnal seangepatrel with mission of determinin: whether or not
the villages of HAUTE VIINEULLAS, BASSE ¥INNIULLES mnd DORVILLER
wore ceourled by our troops, At SAZYE VIGUEULLES they had the mige
fortune of running 1nto & group of 80th Division Regonnaispance

‘men, which resulted in the entire patrol baing elther killed, woun=

ded Oor captured,

The 347th Inf Div was composed of two Inf Regtas (840th snd
B%1st), each with thres Sna; 347th Fuslldier fSn; 247th Arty Regt,
compoaasd of & 24 snd 4th Bn, plua an attechsd 1308th Fortress Arty

347th inge Gn; 1034 Army AA Bng and lst

Co, 347th A7 ™n, $

At about the sape time thai 34 Un, B84lst Zest was sent to
this aeotor, the 34 Bn of £50th feat also game to the ares amd
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went inte reserve in LONOEZVILLE, The presencs of other ele-
! mants of 347th Div was not definitely established, although PWs be-
[ lieved the 24 i#n, 347th Arty Rext was An our 20ne, L :

> In preparaticn for an attac: 2% November on the MAGINOT Loprtie
fleations in cur gsetor, 318th Infentry troops moved forwsrd 24
fovember t» gssure the I..im of Devarturs, the high eround to Yest
and South of BAMBIDERITROFF, In doing thias baraseing artillery,
mortar snd Y2 fire was enoountered, s AT

S

This attack began at 0800, 25 November and 318th had mission
of tsking the towns of BAYIIDERSTROPP and ZII4ING, BAKDESCH woods,
and the forts of DAMBESCH, 24 BINENSTROPY and SINSLING, Strong

. enemy resistance was encountered in the satisek, but by 1500,2%
' Hovember ull ‘esimental objectives were tmken,

204 Pdg v}are. taksn durinsthe nmzez ‘:25 Hovember ofwhich 7
wers officera, 33 #0Ce and 164 enlisted men, @1l of thenm Deing
 from 34 Bns, 840th and 851zt Rests, - ‘. ;

i
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3d Bn, 860th Regt, initislly in reserve in LONGEVILLE, had
| boen comritted at 1130, 25 Hoveszber South end Southweast of there, .
{ The misslon of Loth battalions hadbeen to hold at sll costs, with
E ne segondary positions belng siven, : : L

: %0y ’ : : ek =
Onothe following day, 27 Hovenber, the enemy lsunched & series
; of five sounteratiscks to the South from West edge of FPURET DY - S
i LOWOZVILLE, all of which wers rspulsed with heavy loszes to then

After pulting up a etiffensd resistance 26 Hovember, enaézg
resistance collépasd almost completely after 0800, 27 Hovember,

\ As 310th Infantry entered ST AVULD, 318th Infantry continued -
to guard the orth flank of £0th Divielon and XII Corps. HNe fupe = |
ther agtion resulted, 318th Infantry then reverted to Divislion rew -
aerve, : : , e ‘ ’

Ag a result of repeated gounterattscks by elsments of the row
organized 17th &0 U3 O Div, 318th Infaniry took over the ssctor b
of J17th Infantry at 1700, 29 Novexber vicinity FORLT PAREDERIVILLER, :
golng into defenaive position, Opposite the Resziment was the 1T7th il
43¢ Henm Bn, with the support of severel tanks and asssull guns from ;

17th 28 Pz Regt. » - e ’

; Up to end-of period the defenaive poﬁﬁom‘cf 310th remained
I the same., The enemy mdde no counteratiecks. - ‘ :
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