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AFTER ACTION BEFCRT -
318TH INFANTRY REGIMENT
DUCEMBER 1944

(o 1-Decamber the Regiment was ocenwing a defensive position in the

* wicinity of SERCBUSCH, FRANCE. The Regiment oocupled the right half of the
... pivision Sector. The 24 Battelion uh the Tight was in the vicinity of HENRI-~
. VILLE, The lst Battalion on the left held the high ground just west of PFARRI=

.. BERSHEILER, The 3d Battalion in Leserve was in SEKGBUSCH with the Command Post
‘ang anbitenk Compery in GENWEILER and the Cammon Cempany in MACHERN. On the lst

o mmunwwmummwuummmmummmmm

to probe the enany's cubpost line, to determing possible tank crossings over.
the railrosd and cresks which provided natursl barriers in front of the
1inos,. m%dnmmammommmmmmaaum
Sectors together, preparatory to the jump-off on the 4th. Reglsental Pleld’

. Crder Fumber 15 wee issued to all Battalioms, gpeclal Unite, and ittachments.
Preparations were made to move out 0407304 with the M Batt.alim on m latt
the 24 on the right, and the 3d in reserve.

The attack was preceded by both Corps and Nﬁai@n xmnexy pupax-aﬁ.en,
by concentrstions from the mortars of the reserve Bsttslion of the 31%h Infe
antey, mortars from all three (3) crgenic hesvy woapone Compsnies, by direet’
fire from Compary By 808 Tenk Destroyer Bativeliom, and fifteen (15) 50 caliber
machine gus which came firom the 31%h Iaf re il Am,mmwwm ~
‘ware kept on the Hill Cbjectives until juet’ mtmwmpatmk&hmm
wwwmw:mmempumm WWM(&O}
fop the et
: The lst Datbalion stbacked through ﬁmmwm and had capwred
Hills 326, 316, and 342 in addition to the town of GOCHERN by 1325, rhazd
Battalion ceptured THEDINGEN and was on its Cbjective, Bill 373, by 1220.

* The swporting fives of Caupary C, 610 Tank Destroyer Bsttalion and empanm

A and B of the 7024 Tank Batbelion made the job much casier, camﬂwaa:
the banks wes abbtached to the lst Battalion, C’WAMWQ, o
Tank Destroyer Battalion were stbached teo the 2d Battalion, m:sanmmm e
in reserve, was not committed snd moved inte THEDINGEN st 1815. Before niww o
- £all roed blocks were seteup covering all likely tenk approaches, : el
: Thesmefmmwmemmummmwmwmmm
area. [wuring the mmamdmmmmwuuthmaMm
wmm»mmxynmofmmmanmmm

upenthemmﬁuongommomm the 318th Ind
FRETMING on the Tbh of December for rest, training, and vecr nel diversion,
The training that tookplacednringmﬁw (&)’wa epent. there Ancluded
tankeinfentry, fighting in woods, attack os a fortified position (MAGINGT LINE
vicinlty BABIDELSTROFF), and use of demolitions (Sraining conducted by Engle
©  neers)e ‘Bach Battalion took this tr .wdth the aid of 7024 Tenk Wﬂn :
and Canpany B, 305th Engingeras Am.mmmmmmetmm
had Retryeat Psredes. This training, together with maauwal mmuu,
ahwem,ammgularhawammumm mimhnblo
ralsing morais. " i
. on the 15th of December billeting parties from 33&11 Inf;ntry and attaahed
- unibs moved out to designate forwerd billets fop units upon movement, Hegimenbal
 Field Order number 16 wos written on the 16th and distribubed on the 1?thot '
‘Deqoubsrs On the 18th the 318th Infantyy and ittached tnits moved oub by =
notor convoy. Command Pozstc of 318th closed at- wwwz at 1003, QM m
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Battalion moved into sTTIHG, 2d Battalion QGWVILW’ 3d sattalion BE’K‘THUER,

" Service Cumpeny at RAHLING, Attached Engineers, medics, Tank Destroyers, and

L
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* Tank Destroyer Babtalion replaced Company B, 808 Tank mm Battalion,

© 0815, At 1033, the leeding elements of 1lst Battalion met their first oppow

y object.iws. 1t SCARLON, Comnanding

Arbillery also moved into RAHLING. o
At 2100 pivisisn notified Coloanel mvzcwz r.hat. m planned rcuat of
elemcubs of the 4th srmoved Division would not take place in the morning,. :
Elghty-two (82) quartermaster trucks were at-mmtoths sny.ua. tnr mw _
movestent the following daye
Atwmmwﬁmmmmmmammmm.

AL 0100 on the 19th, Iiaiscn Cfficera of the Battalions and I YO, piv
Lisison officer of the 318th went oub to pick up the necessary trucks. Col
MCVICKAR and Capt SH3S(HS (s-s)memxmmlwmwm
issued before the Division Oxder arrived, Consequently, the Regiment started
noving by 1400, 19mmmmmam¢mz.r.wmmwlm.
The route included SiAR UNICH, 5T AVOLD, ELTZ end ESH. leading slements am‘»ud :
at BASCHARACE at 200600A. The Regiment etopped aleng the road for s two (2)

hour rest and then moved into a battle reserve position 1500 meters North of

the ¢ity of LUXZMBOURGe mmmm;lmmfmaamwmmmm
m,thalstmthsﬂmmmesdmunm.mmwmmzm, :
the 317th was on owr right and the 319th was in Division reserve nesr LUXHMBOURG.
The pPivision was given the mission of da,fm:ms the city of LUXSMBOURG at all
cogbe. lormal attechments remained.

4% 0430, ammaagmmmmunmmwma
which required the Regiment to move 1000 meters North of MERSH into an sssembly
ares in preperstion for an attack to the Noarth befove deylight 22 December,

At 0830 ¢ol MeMICKAR called the Battalion Comanders together to make plans
for the movement and for the attacks The short move to the assesbly area area was

‘ecmpleted by 1600, . Gaupanies E and F were posted to guard the bridges at

MCESDCEF and UDINGEN elong the route of march, At 1900 Col MOVICKAR had all
MtMmmmmmemmmmmmammmt
the formal Attack Order. 7The Comzand Post wae et MERSH. Cempany €, 610

2206004 the lst Babtalion crossed the IeP. st MERSH, ﬁMMM%
ions followed in columa of Battalionse all units had cleared the I.P. at

sition as they were emtering ETTELBRUCK. lNearly a Battalion of enemy arti-
llery was trapped. Other large enemy elemente made 1t impossible for the o
lst Battalion to clear the town, At nightfall cmpaxvﬁminthahm_
on the jfestern edge of town, T
mamhilathemaamanonto&mdhsumki@mwmofm ‘
slightly South of ETTELBRUCK in face of hauvymu gun, morter; and :
At.lzmt.ha aemmucmmmmmm:z %mwm

At 1800 psttalions were notified to consolidate
wes lost temporarily with Company Be - .
om 23 December sll three (3) mw

in the afternoon of the 22d. His Compary wae 8&'&

- together with all of Compary A which was emmitted in mwsxm on tha 8&.
- Although by 1700 the toun was mostly in our hands, the Goneral -

Cannanding Ge ,
ordered the attack to cesse on ETTELBRUCK, it 1730 the lst Rattalion was
ordered to come oubof the town after derk under the protection of @ box=
barragee later in the evening It SCANICH was taken from the town and ovace
ugbed in good condition for his wounds, - Qol. T0SI, Commanding (fficer lsb
Battalicn was wounded in the afternoon of the ﬂﬂh ¥aJ CORRAUGHTON tcck o
emand of the lst Battalion, b
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 CHAWUNT as thelr let Cbjective, =

On the morning of the 24th the 3d Battelion wabv crdered to relieve the lst
Battalion in its mission of conbaining ETTHLBRUCK from the Southwest, with Come
upaxy 1 on the high ground kerthwest of town.  The relief was affected by noom,
Col. GARDN:R'S 2d Bettelion was to move to position vieinity East of PEULEN in
case 319th Infantry nesded help to stem a countersttack from the year. lst
Battalion was to move into billets in Regimertal Zone far rest. At 1300, howe
ever, orders were received from Division that Regiment, minus (1 En (36)’; was
to move without delsy to the west for attachment with the 4th srmorved pivisicn.

The ist and 2d Battalions disengaged themselves from ensmy contact and
were on trucks by 1700, The 3d Rattalion toock a fimm hold on positions Horthe
west of EITELSRUCK. 4t 2230, Christmas Eve, the lst 8n detrucked in cOA's
Zone of the 4th Armored piviaicn, 2d Ba, in CCB's Sector, took up position :
for atteck on Ymes Doy with these unlte, st 0030, Christmaes morning the Regle
monbal CF closed at FAUVILIERS. The night of the 24th, enemy movement was
apparent in ETTELBRUCK, getting back to the 3d Bn, so they fired approximately
1000 rounds of martar into the town, including white phosphorus, Most of the
tonn was sblaze,

The purpose of attaching lst and 2d pattalions te the Cumbat Commands
was to help the armor in breaking through to the isolated 10lst airborne Divie
sion in the vital comzmunication center of BASTOGHE,. W tel :

Ab 2508005 December 194 the let Ba Jumped-off from a woods wesh of WARNAGH
with the objective of TINTANGE, fThe 24 Bn jumped-off at the sume time frem n
position jumst North of BUANON, Beth Battalions reached their cbjectives on

The 24 Battalion eaptwred the tom of

the lot day of the attack =s scheduled,

208004 Degauber the let Battalion jumpedwoff from a position just Northwest
of TINIANGE and advanced approximately 3,000 yards against heavy opposition =
thyough thickly wooded and extremely mourtaineus coumtyy,

The 2d Bn sttacking with 10th Infartry Bettalion Jumped-off st 2609004, .

 captured the town of CRANDAUE and cleored $he woods 1,000 yards to the Northe

On the 26th, back in the 3d Bn, 316th Sector with the 80th Divisicn, patrolling

* in EXTELBAWCK produced a few prisaners, but orgenized resistance there had snded. |

Early in the evening of the 26th, tank elements of the 4th srmoped Di)
were able to get into the besleged alty of DASIUGME, but were unsble
otk mcmazccmpwxmntm(k)m;moiw ugh oea ¢
©of enexy held territory and mede contact with elements of the 26th Engineer Bn
within the clty on 2704304 and was esgerted to the 10lst AB CP. It CARR brought
bagk an overlay of the positions of the 10lst within the Gity and the situstion’
report of that unit. He errived at 2d Battalion in time to abteck with his unit’
at 0800» 4 5 ; =

“On the 27th the lst Battalion took LIVARCH#MP and HONVILLE. The troops of
the 2d Battalion cleared the woods South and East of ASSENCIS add advanced up

sion

to ASELNOIS, Meanwhile, our 34 Ba semt one (1) plateon of Gompany I into town
at dawn on the 27th cleared it and cupbured 56 rrisoners of war, The Betialion
then took up defensive positicns around Lhe town (BITELBRUCK) én the high ground.

The casualties suffered by cur Battalions were quite heawy, but every job
merning of the 28th the 2d Hattalion 3mp_ed-ofg and reached its objective close

‘ the 264k makee the Job

glven our pns was carried out suscessfuliy., The limited amount of fromt line

persomel. available from the 26th of pecember on tiwet

done by the 318th a fine one, L S e a0
Defense was set-up on the East and Norbh of ASSENOIS for the night. (m the

to BASTUGHL in the evening.
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o SCHIEREN with the rest of thﬂ A Wﬂh M sm..uoa cloged in

The evening of the 28th, the let Battalion'was relieved by the 134th

. Inferbry, The morning of the 2jth, the 2d Battallion mss relicved by the

10th Infantry.

_ 1n the 80th Division Sectar on the R&h of mm. a Company K P&tral,
318th Infanbry reconncitered the high ground 500 yards Southwest of anw,
widch is North of EITELBAUCK, Thepatrolmﬂmdupnnw smoll arms and
morbars. Two (2) members fziled to yeturn, -

The Regimert was released frem the commuwemmwm
on the 29%h and raeturned to the centrol oummmm
The Regimentsl CP closed st COLMAR at 1500,

‘fhc lst Bn had closed in CULMAR at 01.00 on the 29%h, The 2d B cloeadin
SCHIEREN at 1730, when the Regiment returned to pivision comrcl, it came
slso under the cordrol of the XII Corps again. Atc 1730 Regliment received
pivision pield Crder Number 24 which assigned the Reglment the risht third
of the Division Sector for Defense. irior to the closing of 1st and 2d Bne
the 80th pivision Reconnelssance Troop had assumed respensibdlity for tbe risht.
half of the Regimental Sector and 3d Ba the laft half, /
A% 0600, 30 Dogember Company G, reinforeed, moved 40 WILMESHOF Fara in
the Recon Troop Sector because of mmnmmmsww
buldmgabﬁdgemthatmm. puring the day lst Platoon, Company G,
166th Englnesrs assumed responsibility tw guarsmxg thxca (3) hridsu &n m ,
viginity of COLIAR. T
4t 310800 December, lst Battalion moved by mcm xrm eums to samm ;
At 0830, cmpwrraliwedthea»mhammwumdmpo
fop Gol GARDRER'S right half of the Regimentsl Sectors Qampany G moved back
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