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READOUARTERS FIFTY FIRST ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION | i .
‘ APO 254, U.S. Arr Date /¢ [
i Army A "w y’/
25 Qetober 1944
SUBJECTs Operations. ' R C
TOs Commanding General, 4th Armored Division, APO 254, U.S. Army.

At 2330, on Sunday, 16 July 1944, word was received that this unit would be
ready to move to the front lines by 0900 the next day to replaee the Fourth In.fntry
Division.

1
i
i
|
‘
f

Field Order #l, Headquarters Fourth Armared Division, éwas received to cover
the movement. The Division was assigned to the VIII Corps, lst Army. The battaliem .
moved out at 1100, on 17 July 1944, as part of Combat Command "B" which was im the
lead. And the 51st led the column, with the third platoon of Company "B"™ as the
point. The unit moved through 8€e Colombe, Orglandes, Etrenville, Appeville,
_ Boupte, and went into an assembly area one-half mile East of Blehou. The trip.was
approximately forty miles., RO

Late in the evening on 18 July 1944, word was received that the 53rd Armored
Infantry Battalion was being attacked in its positions in the front lime, amd the
battalion was alerted to move to help them. At 2315, the unit moved out hastily
and up to a pesition one mile west of Sainteny. There was a great deal ef eemfusien
and members of the 53rd were ceming to the rear and telling stories about ‘¥helr
unit being wiped out. Campany "B" moved up to support the 10th Armered Infamtry
Battalion, which was taking over the 53rd positions. Co "A" followed Ce "BYV'bat

“ was later ordered *c come back in reserve. Co "C™ remained in pesition fn reserve.
' Co "B" remained in support of the 10th, Casualties were evidently heavy im the §3rd
‘ and 10th, but this unit was in the rear and was not subjeoted to much fire. 8till
the men were frightened after hearing the weird tales from soldiers returning to the
rear from the other two infantry battalions. ,

 e'L-p0)

On 19 July 1944, Co "B" moved into a defensive position behind Ce "A", 10th
: Arnd Inf m. at 0530, Then they were ordered-to move back to proteot the left flank
i and rear. -_About moon, Co "B"™ returned to the original position. 1 this took

! place under heavy shelling. They remained in support of Go "A",  A¥md Inf Bae
a0 At 1830, Co "A" was alerted and moved up on foot at 1900 to take up a positiomn de= .
hind Co "B". -

; At 0100, on Thursday, 20 July 1944, Co "B" relieved Co "L" of tho 10th on the
front line. There was continued shelling in their area. The enemy put down a

i+, heavy barrage about 1840 and continued it during the entire night. :The enemy coumter-
i % attacked and, although Co "B"™ and Co "A" suffered heavy o tiq; *ﬂuy held sheir

‘ positions, and the counter-attack was rephlsed. The lst pTatoon ‘of Co "A" and eme
squad of the 2nd platoon moved forward to fill in Co "B's®™ areme At the battaliem 4
CP, thers were wild rumors coming back, with exaggerated reperts of easualties suf-%.
ferad. There was a great deal of oconfusion at the Cp. . A lery fired shor
because the Artillery Commamder had heard a repert from 4! cal soldier th
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had withdrawn. Thus, a ocarrage landed in our own front lines. There were rany
stragglers, too. One soldier returmed to the Battalion CP and gave a olear pioce
ture of the situation., He reported that the companies were receiving heavy fire
and suffering oasualties, but the situation was Bot desperate, and the companies
would remain in their positions despite everything, The assault zuns and mortars
fired for the first time, and the Reoonnaissance Platoon moved forward and reine
foroed the front lines. The drivers and snti-tank platoon of Co "A" moved in to
protect the resr and flamks of their campany, and the Reconnaissance Platoon of
the 704th Tank Des Bn. also went into the front. Every available man was
established inygll ‘defense around the CP. There was a total of 134 casualties
in the battaliox, b

On Friday, 21 July 1944, the blg comcern of the early morning hours was to
evacuate the casualties and to supply the front-line coampanies. There was a light
sh»1ling during the morning, Co "C" was alerted to relieve "A" and "B" and moved
into position. Co "C" completed its relief by 2200. The 83rd Division was on the
left flamk and was oontaoted. The 90th Division was on the right flank of the 10th
area. .

- On Saturday, 22 July 1944, Co "g" spent a oamparatively quiet night at the
front byt used the time in improving positions prepared by "A"™ and "B". The latter
oompanies had a cohance to reorganize. Co "A" and Co "B" moved farward on foot to
be able to suppert "G" in case of another attack. The Battalion CP ochanged position
to one mile southwest of Sainteny at 1245. There was little eneny activity all day.
Co "A" moved into position on the left of "C" and contacted the 329th Infantry Regi=
ment of the 83rd Infantry Division. Patrols were sent out by "C". Salvage was ‘
gathered out of materiel left by units in position before us,

On Sunday, 23 July 1944, the men had their first view of air support attacking
enemy installations to the immediate front. Positions remained statio, There was
slight intermittent shelling and sniper fire on "¢" and patrols were sent out to
deal with them and to maintain contact with units on the flanks,

Monday, 24 July 1944, was the quietest day since arrival in this sector., Co
"A" was disturbed during the night and feared an attempted enemy counter-attack,
but it did not develop. Out artillery was active.

At 0230, on Tuesday, 25 July 1944, there was sniper fire in Co "B's" area.
The men were all tuwrilled by a spectacular array of bombers which passed overhead
and bombed enemy installatioms to the front from 0930 to 1100. There were hundreds
of planes that could be seen. News was received that a big push was about to begin,
The first replacements, one officer and sixty-six enlisted men, were received.
German propaganda leaflets were dropped in Co "G's" area.

On Wednesday, 26 July 1944, & terrific concentration of our artillery was laid
domn on the enemy. It was the biggest barrage seen by the unit up until this timee
Co "C" reported hearing enemy vehicles moving between 0200 and 0300, Some enemy
artillery was received, but it was light. At 1300, Co "A" discovered its left .
flank was exposed when a patrol failed to find the 329th Infantry there. The company
established its own security there.

From 0001 to 0100, on Thuréday, 27 July 1944, therec was a heavy enemy barragg
in the battalion area. It was believed that the erany infantry was withdrawing
along the entire Corps front. Orders were expected at any mament for the unit to
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advance, Lt Col iL;L.u. and a patrol from Co "C" were the first Allied troops to
enter the town of Raids.

At 0300, on Friday, 28 July 1944, the Commandi ng Offi‘cer issued warning orders

) for the battalion to be ready to move at 0800 as part of CC"A". The battalion did
not move. Thirty~three replacements were received during the day. At 1900, the
R uait «as put under command of cc"p". The battalion finally moved out at 1500, after
waiting for most of the day for other units of the Division to clear the IP. The
unit was far back in column as part of EC™B", which followed CCM"a". Battalion
Headquarters passed through Raids at 1952, Periers at 2009, St Sauveur Lendelin at
2030, and halted on the road outside of Coutances from 2055 to 2130. The unit con=
; tinued through Montuchon at 2155 and pulled into bivouac one rile North Bast of
.~ Coutancesat 2205, Co "A" went into position in support of the 53rd Armd Inf Bn
on the south side of the town. The distance of the march was fourteen miles,

On Saturday, 29 July 1944, the battalion roved forward at 1315, passed through
Coutancesat 1318 and proceeded southeast and moved into bivouac one mile nor:h of
Lengronne ~ a distance of fifteen miles. Iany prisoners being sent to the rear were
passed along the road. The battalion closed into bivouac at 2330.

On Sunday, 30 July 1944, Co "g" captured two officers and nineteen enlisted
German prisoners early in the morning. They were members of the 942nd Grenadier
Regiment. The battalion left she bivouac srea at 1130, passed through Lengronne,
Ver, and halted 1z miles south of the town, where Co "B" rak into light enemy
resistance at Loiretel. an enemy delaying action caught the company on a narrow
road. Attempts of enemy tanks to move in were frustrated by fire from the antie
tank guns, which knocked out one tank. The enemy seemd to retire but opened fire
on Co "B" with anti-tenk guns and AP amuunition, inflicting heavy losses in personnel,
There were two enely tuuks destroyed, with four or five more probably destroyed,
Six battalion vehicles were damagzed. The battglion went into biwouac near Ver,
Twenty prisoners were taken during the day. The battalion lost fifty-two men,

On londay, 31 July 1944, the battalion left the bivouac at 0900, with the Obe
Jeotive of moving to an area south of Avranches, Movement was slow, with long
halts in the column, Destroyed enemy vehicles all along the route showed the
effectiveness of the Air Corps. The route of march was through La Blanchmiere,
La Meurdiquiere, Blauchamp, La Mouche, and Pte Coquerie. The battalion went into
an an assembly area three miles northeast of Avranches after a lonz wait along the
road for orders. Many prisoners were captured = more than 150. At 1700, orders
were received to move out to the vicinity of Tirepied and to contact the 8th Tank
Battalion, which was being attacked. Co "c" sent a platoon to help the 22nd Armd
FA Brn, which was also being attacked. The battalion reached its objective narth
of Tirepied at 2300, and contacted the tanks. A platoon of Co "a" outposted the

tank area. So many prisoners were captured that many were sent to the rear by them=
Solves. ¥

On Tuesday, 1 August 1944, the third platoon of Co "a¥, outposting the tarnks,

~ spent most of the night engaged with small enemy forces, and captured one German
officer and fifteen men. The battalion moved out at 1000, with Co "A" in the lead.
The mission was to secure and hold theé crossroads and bridge at Kontviran, Upon

- reaching the objective, at 1430, Co "A" outposted the area, and the 3rd platoon was

fired upon by eneny tarks. The AT 8quad knocked out the first tanke The 3rd platoen

. command halfetrack was set on fire, The attached platoon of ID's engaged the enemy
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tanks, slong with the Co "A" AT platoon, Meanwhile, Co "B", moving imto a nearby
assembly area on hizh ground off the road, lost three half=tracks from "88" fire,
and moved into another area hutily. One enemy tank tried to outrum our guns and
overran a Medioal Detachment péep as it rounded a corners The tank was stopped
later. By 1640, all enemy resistsnce was overcome. A total of four eneny tsnks

and two personnel oarriers was destroyed = all by fire from the sttached w:r-—ww—:.—‘w. e 3
except for the one tank knocked out by am "A" Co AT gun. E

The detail of the Reconnaissance Plntoon, the Adjutant, and Buttdtﬁ lﬂ“ﬂlﬁ“-
Major, which had been sent out the day befare to evaocuate pr!.louﬂ. Ffeturned, 'fhzy
had been through Avranches,' contacted “the 53rd Armd Inf Bn, were out off, ooul dntd’
find the battalion and started back this morning, On the way, the group, oconsisting
of two offiocers and twenty-one men, oeptured more tham two hundred ememy, oemprising
the remmants of the German 896th Fleld Artillery Battaliom, im a stromg=poiat at
. Tirepied, Three. soldiers from the 3rd Armored Division, in the hamnds of the Geramms,
were recaptured, along with fifteen German prisoners, by Co "L" and Co "B" during
the day. There were a few known enemy dead,

At 1700, three Germn planes flew overhead very close to the ground but did
not attack. The battalion left at 1930 to move to Ducey to join the Reserve Com=
mand. Upon arrival at 2330, the head of the columm halted at the towm, pulled off
to the side of the roed, and waited further orders.

During the night of 2 August, there was a great deal of enemy air aetivity a
short distance away. Planes were attacking another ocolumn, and the sky was lit wp
with flares and tracers. At 0230, the column moved into bivouac areas off the reaf
while waiting for further orders. Early the next morming the battalion moved out,
with Go "C" in the leads The march was thirty~two miles from Ducey to am assembly
area just south of St Aubin-d'Aubigne, arriving at 1400. The population al omg the
way lined the streets, cheered, and passed out bottles of wine and cognac to the
vehicles, . .

On 3 August 1944, the battalion reverted to CC"B", which was given the mission
of blocking the Drittany Peninsula. The column moved along and was supposed to be
divided into three task forces to take and defend the towns of Derval, St Vinoedt,
and Chateaubriant. The column moved through St Germain, Vigmoo, Bedee, and reached
Phelan-le~Grand at 1430, where a road block was encountered. .Co "C", whioh was at
the head of the column, reduced the hl ock, and a small group of ememy armed with
machine guns. We passed througzh Guer at 1700, after meeting resistance there, tooe
Bvidently the enemy was attempting to delay our advance by establishimg small
strongpoints at each town along the route. We passed through Careatoir at 1825.
Along the route, warning came back along the oolumn by radio to beware of mines
slong the shoulders of the roads The battalion reached Derval by midnighte There
was a change in oruers at first but the orders were changed again to the origimally«
planned three task force set-up.

On Friday, 4 August 1944, a task force consisting of Co "B" and other units,
under Major Alanis established a strongepoint at Derval amid the exeited populace,
which suddenly became aware of its freedom as this umit oame upon them in the mide
dle of the morning. Church bells began to ring, as they had done all aloag the
8l=mile march to this destination, and the people had to be quieted down. 0o "A%,
as part of another task force, was supposed to drop out al ong the way at St Vincent
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but got lost and continued on to Chateaubriant, with the task force consisting of
Hg, Hq Co and Co "C", under the command of Lt Col Maybache There was a great deal
of confusion in Chateaubriant as it grew lisht., The 696th Armd FA Bn was also in f
town. But eventually things were straightened out, and units went to their correct
assembly areas. Mg & Wa Co remained in Chateaubriant, looking for the remainder of
the task force, whiun was south of town. Before getting out, the maintenance |
section of H3 Co shot up four enemy ammunition trucks which were coming into the |
town at first light and blew them up. Finally, the Hq Section rejoined the remain-
der of the force on a ridge south of the town, The men dug in and prepared to

meet enemy coming from the front and rear. It was believed that enemy troops would
be moving south from Rennes, which had been taken, and would thus fall into tNe hands
of the column at one of the three points. During the morning, a few enemy vehicles"
and personnel started to come along the roads which were well covered by our men,

and they were fired upon. Prisoners and enemy wounded were coming in, amd various
elenents were in contact with enemy forces. At approximately 1300, an order csme

for the unit to move out at once and to assemble for a new mission. The other two
task forces remained in position, but the one at Chateaubriant had to bresak conkact
and pulled out at 1345 and went into an assembly area one mile southwest of LeJarrier,
where it remained overnight. .Co."A" still remained at St Vinoent with the 8th Tank
Rattdlion, and Co "B" remained at Derval. The total number of prisoners captured

today and yesterday was 72,

[ 4

On & August 1944, the entire battalion moved in the morning to reassemble in
the vicinity of Redon and to secure crossings of the river there. Bn Hq, Hq Co
and Co "C" moved at 0825 through Derveal, Guemene-Penfao, and went into an assembly
area in the vicinity of Messac. Co "A" and Co "B" rejoined the battalion there. ?
There was a change in mission at 2200, and word was received that CC"B", of whioh 1
this battalion was a part, was to move west into the Brest Peninsulas and to seize ‘
and secure the city of Lorient. The battalion remained in assembly overnight and

prepared for a long march,

On 6 August 1944, Co "C" lead CC"B" and moved out at 0445, The route was ;
le Grand Fougeray, Messaec, Carentoir, Malestroit, St Jean=Brevelay, and Baud, The ;
battalion and other companies bivouacked in the vieinity of Baud, while Go "g"
went through the town and outposted the other side of it. Word was received that
the commander of the garrison at Lorient was willing to surrender and that arrange=
ments were being made with him. There was.no oontaot with enemy troops during the

d&yo

On Monday, 7 August 1944, the battalion pulled out at 0600. The column passed
throush Plouay, Arzano, and Pont-Scorff. Coi"C" met heavy enemy resistance in
moving toward Queven and was ardered to secure and hold the high ground overl ooking
Larient and establish outposts. Co "B" and Co "C" moved out on foot to take up
their positions one mile southeust of Queven. -

"Co "A" moved into an assembly area south of Pont-Scorff as local protectiom
for CC"B". And shortly after moving into position, the entire field in whioh cCc®p"
and Co "A" were assembled was ‘subjeoted to a terrifio shelling by mortars. and
artillery from the east before they had & chande to dig in. Evidently, there was an
OP overlookin; the field because the fire was well directed. The barrage killed
seven, one of whom was the oampany cammander,' wounded 31, and destroyed four half-
tracks and two peeps. Finally, the OP and some of the snemy guns were Inoaoked oute.
The company was completely disorganized., and the men had spread out in all dir eoti ons.
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fho two remaining officers, attempted to reorganize the company in a field on the
southern edge of town. The only part of the campany left intaot was the lst platoon,
which remained behind as rear guard for the oombat cammand. . The men from Co "A"

- were badly shaken up after their fierce shelling.

Co "A" moved in behind the battalion CP, whioh was located one mile north of
Queven, for the nights Go "B™ and Co "E", on the line, were receiving heavy shell
fire and 1ight emall arms fire. Enemy patrols were aotive in the area. While dige
ging in on the ridge, 0o "B" watched two large German patrols pass by on the road
to their front, but the Germans did not ngtioe them.

There were estimates of large forces of enemy troops in and arcund Lorienmt,
and evidently the Germsns were prepared to hold out. They were firing heavy artile
lery, beljeved to be same comstal batteries, and continued to keep the entire area
under shell fire. All pérsonnel of Hy and Hq Co, except for a few to remain at the

|. vehicles, were alerted to move on foot and ocoupy a position on the line that night,
[ but it was later decided to remain there for the night.

e A patrol from the lst platoon of Co "’C” was sent out at night to establish an
¥ - outpost further to the front, where more of the terrain could be observed. Contact
- with them'was lost. Hq Co 'lost two M-8 assault guns from shell fire.

On 8 August 1944, the CP personnel, minus the Adjutant and a group of mem to
furnish personnel for the radios and the defense of the area, moved up at 0700 to
take up a position between Co "B" and Co "C" on the line as a forward CP. Co “A"
remained in the rear as the battalion reserve.

A report was received that the Co "C" patrol had contacted Co "B" and had set
up defensive positions near Co "B". All front~line elements continued to receive
‘heavy shell fire during the day. :

8everal patrols were sent out by Co "B" to attempt to locate enemy gun emplace=
ments. One of them ran into a three man German patrol and killed all three.

Om 9 August 1944, the day was filled with the same type of activity; remaining
'in position under shell fire and patrolling to the front. A group of FFI men joined
the battalion at the front. Orders were received to take the camouflage nets off
after dark and to be ready to move early the next morming to positions northeast
‘of Pont=Scorff. A total of 14 prisoners was taken.

On 10 pugust 1944, in the early morning, under cover of darkness, the battalion
moved back beginning at approximately 0200, The battalion CP moved into ani' area
3/4 mile northeast of Pont-Scorff, with outposts ahead of the roade There ' as inter=
mittent shelling, but things quieted down, and aside from normal patrolling by the
line oompanies, things were quiet,

Oon 11 August 1944, the day was rather quiet. The men continued to clean up
and to take care of their weapons and equipment. OQur mission was to contain the
troops in the vicinity of Lorient for the present. The 2nd and 3rd platoons of
Co "A" were on outpost, and the lst platoon was used as a roving patrol between
them. Word was received that one of the outposts was being attacked by thirty
Germans, and the remainder of the 2nd platoon was sent up to investigate, but it
was only nine men who were walking up on the outpost without seeing ite A machinee _
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gunner had his gun traincd on them and a men from behind fired his rifle, warning

the Germans and they got away. The other companies also sent out patrols. All

. patrols were on a planned schedule so that activity was constant in patrolling,

© . from our front lines to the vicinity of Queven. At 1845, friendly planes dropped
propaganda leaflets on the enemy, but some dropped in the vicinity of the battalion
CP. Twenty-tir es replacements were received.

e
i
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On 12 August 1944, a Co ™B" patrol was out all night on patrol, and returned
at 0600. A Co “i"™ patrol, which went out next, was cut off by the enemy and had
to fight its way back. Lt Plumley, in command, employed marching fire, and returned
through the enemy with a minimum of casualties incurred. Evidently, both enemy
and friendly foroces were content to hold what they had, and most of the activity
consisted of patrolling. Co "C's" patrol, semt out.in the early afternoon, contacted
the enemy, too, and returned at 1830. Casuplties were twenty-three, and thirteen
prisoners were captured. |

on 13 August 1944, the enemy shelled Co "C's" area all during theearly morninge.
Patrols encountered no enemy resistance. It was a very quiet day. There was only
= one casualty, but three prisoners were capturede.
7: On 14 August 1944, word was rec:ived early in the morming that the entire

division was to be relieved by the 6th Armd Div, which was on its way down from the
Brest area. The day was spent in preparing for the move. A quartering party from
the 44th Armd Inf Bn arrived about noon. They relieved our unity by placing the
equivalent of theirs in the same position. They also took over the telephone com=
munication system, which consisted of a total of twemty-eight miles of wire, laid
by our comminication section.

The order 24; the relief stated that the 4th Armd Div was reliesved from assigne-
ment to VIII Corps and reverted.to Third Army in the vicinity of St Calais. As the
organizati ons of the battalion were relieved, they moved towards assembly areas in
the vicinity of Baud. The entire battalion wemt into bivouac in an area five miles
east of Baud. : :

On Tuesday, 15 August 1944, the battalion closed into the area by early morning.
Bn H3 left the bivouac area at 1007 at the head of the main body of CC"B®. Co "B"
was in the advance quard. The towns passed through en route weres Locmine 1045,
Bignan 1102, St Jean Brevelay 1118, Plumelec 1137, Serent 1206, Malestroit 1342,
~Ruffiac 1351, La Gacilly 1411, Sixt 1418, Pipriac 1448, Cuipry 1502, Lessac

-, 1509, Bain de Bretagne 1523, Teillay 1603, Chateaubriant 1640, Soudan 1658, Pouance
1719, Vergommes 1735. The column halted at 1830 for two hours far supper, gassing
of vehicles, and rest. The ocolumn started moving again at 2030. The route was
Begre 2050 and Andigne 2123. The Sarthe River could not be crossed, as originally
planned, at Chateauneuf-sur-Sarthe, and the column swung north and orossed at
Sable, at approximately midnight, . ’

On 16 August 1944, the column comtinued to move through Villaines-sur~islicornme,
~ after a long halt near Sable because of a mix-up in the column. Some units had taken
the wrong road a8 aresult of the chamge in route. Verron was passed through at
‘0805, LaFleche at 0818, Clermont=Creans at 0830, Pringe at 0851, Luche at 0925, le
Lude at 1003, Chateau-la-Valliere at 1053, Reaumont-la-Ronce at 1213, and Chateau=

© Remault at 1325. The battalion moved into assembly area at Villethiou at 1400. All
units were bivouacked near a small stream, and the men had an opportumity to rest
and olean up., Everybody was tired. The march had been approximately 230 miles.
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On 17 August 1944, u.e battalion was prepared to move on call, but there were
no definite orders for the futurs, and the men had the onportunity to take ocare of
their personal things. Small ruards were maintained, and there was a great deal of
opportunity for rest. 9ixty-seven replacements.were received.

On 18 and 19 August 1944, the battalion remained in the same area.

On 20 August 1944, the battalion remained in the same area, Orders were received
to be prepared to move out the next day.

On 21 August 1944, the battalion started to move as. part of CG"B". Co "A" was
in the advance guard and left at 0730. The route of maroh was Vendome at 0845,
Coulommiers at 0805, Ouoques at 1003, St Leonard at 1830, La Columbe at 1110,
Binas at 1213, Quzouer-le-Marche at 1225, Charsonville at 1405, Saran at 1703,
Trainou et 2010, Sully at 2025, Ingranne at 2034, Nibella at 2066, Boisconm at 2110,
Juranville at 2150, and Loroy at 2330. The battalion pulled into bivousc one helf
mile northeast of Laroy at 2350. The distance of march was ninety-eight miles,
an? no resistance was met. .

On 22 Auzust 1944, Co "A" was the advance guard for CC"B". The company was
supported by a platoon of TD's, the assault run and mortar platoons. The column's
mission was to oross the Loing River at Souppes and to come down and take the town
of Montargis, The route was; Sceaux at 1205, Chateau-Landon at 1308, Souppes at
1330, Fonteneilles at 1336, Chaintreaux at 1358, Egreville at 1421, Jorey at 1516,
and Brvauville at 1615. At this point, the column split and the &st, with the
179th FA Bn, a 155 howitzer battalion, Battery "A" of the 22nd FA Bn, and a platoon
of TD's, Engineers, and Cavalry, attached, moved toward Montargis. The ocolumn
passed throurh Merinville at 1635 and La Selle-sur-LeBied at 1730, Coming through
the Forest of Montargis, Co "A", as advance guard, was fired on me ar Pauoourt. All
elements pulled off the road. Co "B" was sent to support Co "A". The situation
seemed dangerous because the battalion was deep in a forest. There was some heavy
fizhting during the evening, Qur artillery and the mortar platoon laid down a

‘heavy barrage on the enemy. The column had travelled a total of forty=two miles for

the day. Seventy-rive replacements were received, including one officer., Twenty-
eicht prisoners were taken. Co "A" and Co "B" maneuvered into position to be pre=
pared to attack in the morning,

Cn Wednesday, 23 August 1944, in the morning, elements of Co "B" ocleaned out
some houses in town, and Co "A" sent a patrol through the town. Prisoners captured
were from the 338th Infantry Division, the 757th and 758th Grenadier Regiments and
the 338th Artillery Regiment. Prisoners stated that they had marched 150 kilometers
to reach the area, The column stérted moving at 1530, as soon a8 it had been deters
mined that the town was clear. While on the road, word was received over the radio
that Paris had fallen. Dead Germans were strewn all over the town of Paucourt,

The column moved on to the vicinity of Montargis. Word was received that the 35th
Infantry Division had dntered the town from the other side and was now holding it,
The enemy was withdrawing to the east and southeast. The battalion bivouaocked
north of Montargis and the battalion CP was estal ished in the Montargis Stadium.,
A total .of 250 prisoners were taken. Most of them were captured in the Forest of
Montargis by a platoon of Co "GC", which was rear puard for the column. They were
assisted by the tanks. A great many enemy were killed, too. Orders were received
for the battalion to be ready to move the next day,.
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On 24 fugust 1944, ‘.. 0900, the 51st and its attache iMits moved out with a
missior of thking Ferrieres, cleaning up the town and continuing on to Bazoches,
The 177th FA Gp, with the 253rd FA Bn, joined the column, and the 179th and A/22
were put under the group. Bn Hg left at 0930, passed through Paucourt at 0953,
friselles at 1030, and halted on the road outside of Ferrieres, where some en.emy
resistance wa< met and overcame by Co "B". At 1300, the column continued on,
moving throush Zignon at 1350, Bazoches-sur-leBetz was entered at 1418 without
mesting any resistance. The 5lst, minus Co "A", A/704, minus a platoon, and the
253rd minus a battery, remained in Bazoches. A task force consisting of Co "aA",
a vlatoon of A/704, and a battery of the 253rd moved to take and hold Cheroy.

The cnery had withdrawn without fighting, and there was no encounter as this task i
force entered the towne The two towns were outposted for the night. No casualties
were suffered. Twenty-seven prisoners were taken that day. '

At 0824, on 25 Au:ust 1944, the battalion and attached units moved to take the
town of St Florentin. Co "C" was detached to join a task force with the 8th Tank
Battalion., The route of the Battalion was through Jouy at 0835, Cheroy at 0915, '
where the separate task forces merged, St Valerien at 0938, Sens at 1030, Maloy= f
lo-Patit at 1110, Le Petit-Villiers at 1130, and Vaumont at 1145. At that point, ;
it was learnad that St Floremtin had already been taken, and the new objective was
Auxon. The column started movin~ acain at 123C, passing through Cerisiere at
1235, Arces at 1328, Vachy at 1342, Champlost at 14.2, Soymery at 1457, and Eaux-
Puiseaux at 1742. The column clos=d in bivouac area on the east e'dze of the town
av 1745. Ainother c¢ouiwan had alread” tuken Auxon. Co "C" rode up ¢n the tanks in
their column. The battaulion went into position around the town of Eaux-Puiseaux,
and Co "A" and Co "B" outposted the town. Jo "C" remained with the 8th Tank Bn,

east of Auxon. The battalion dugz in and awaited orders.

During the early zorning of 26 August 1944, a Jerman transport crashed in the
vieinity. The 3rd platoon of Co "2" was sent out to establish an outpost south of
Auxon. An urcent call was recsived 2% GC"R" that a Cavalry Grdup screening to
the south was being attacked. A task force was quickly cotten tozether from the
tanks, Co "C", and includin; the 3rd vlatoon of Co "o" " and went to their aid.

At 1000, 27 Au-ust 1944, the :task force returned from Cerisey, reporting
that the enemy h:d fallen back by the time they arriveds It was generally a quiet
day. The battalion was vnrepared to move at a moment's nctice, but there were
still no definitz orders,

Cn 28 Aucust 1941, the battalion moved out as part of CC"B" at 1220. Co "G"
was still sttached to the 8th Tank Battalion. Our objective was Piney. The route
was throush Auxon at 1242, Chamoy at 1252, Le Cheminot at 1320, villery at 1307,
Bovilly at 1315, Chevilelle at 1330, St “ermain at 1335, St Andre at 1343, Troyes
from 131} to 1409, where we crossed the Seine iver, Crenery at 1418, Belle-Epime
at 1441, »nd Piner a%t 1012, We moved into bivouac south of Piney at 1545. The
march was uneventful, but destroyed Ierman vehicles were strewn all along the .
road, Jo "C" conzinued to ride on the tarnks and 10ved into an assembly area West
of Finay., Int=lli-ence information revealed zreat numbers of enemy in the vicinity.

Co "A" nnd Co """ esiablished stron~ outposts around the town., There were no
ensar~ents wvith the cremy.

On 29 Aujust Loz, che cutire battalion was awakened at 0500 in case of an
enany attack, but nothin.: jeveloped. It was reported that the 15th Panzer Division
was movin~s towards us in two columns. Co "C" reverted to battalion control and
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anemy in the immcdiate vicinity,

. ment. Our rigsion W88 to clear out the larze woods to the zouth of Piney., zn gq

o Pulled out at o7gg and -arrived at Gfiraudot at 0820, where the battalion weut into
assembly, The line compani es dismounted, and aftar gy artillery tarruge on the
forest, moved through in ap affort to drive out ap remy force of ahout 8ix~hundred

Germans themselvea, and the day befare, the Engineers, accompani ed by the 3rq platoo-
of Co "pw, had .set ore Same of the fyuel, Still a great deal of it gag untouched,
Passed throuzh Vendeuvre at 1817, Amance gt 1848, Jlenville gt 1815,
B"ienne-lq-Vieille at 1928, ang pulled into bivouac aree two mijes South of Srienne=-
le~Chatesu at 1840, Distance of the march was twenty-nine miles, }iews W&8 regcefved
that the enemy might attempt to run an armored train along the railroag nearby, ung
the tragks wWere mined,
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On 31 Aurust 1944, the battalion moveq out at 0806 ang Pas8ed throush the fol=-
lowing towns; g Rothi ere gt 080s, Petit-Mesnil at 012, Chaumeeni 1 at 08le, La
Chaise at 0854, Soulaines at 091s, Tremilly at 0930, Nully at 0835, Elumerly at
1000, Villieres-aux-Chenes at 1038, Doulevaint-leJChateau at 1127, Charms-en-l'Angle
at 1215, Brachay gt 1225, Mathops at 1410, Nomecourt gt 1422, yhere the colump
WBE supposed to Cross the Xarne River, but it Was reparted that

in the Vidnity of Chatonrupt, ¢, "A" went ahead ang Secured

engineers repaireq the bridge. (o "B" moved to daneax ang
o"n and the towns of Averanvill e °Ld Villiers, with a platoon each,
the battalion halteq alonz the road untij 1745, when it went into
Just northeast of Sommancourt. At this point, the battalion
of the 51st in the lagt War. There were nO casudlties, but
ST'S were captured along the ¥aY+ The battalion remained in posi

For the Battalion Cmnmander.

\d J 6
\J PHIINF DORF,

lst Lz, A st Armg Inf gn,

Adjutant,
4 TInecls:

Incl #1 - Memo re: Loss of 3-2 Journals

Inel # 2 & lemo re: I,0gg of 5-3 Journals

incl # 3 - 5-3 Journal, 23 Aug 1944 to 3L Aug 194,

Lel # 4 ~ ork Sheet Journal, 19 Aug 1944 to 31 Aug 194,
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Commanding General, 4th Armored Division, APO 254, Us Se Armye.

MEMORANDUM;

TO s

The §=2 Journal prior to 19 August 1944 was destroyed and is not submitted

for that period of operations.

For the Battalion Commander;
Y

7

! e &
“\FE 0 —
1st Lt, 5lst Armd X=f Bn,
Adjutmtc
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EADUUART B o1 S BA JALION
25 October 1544
MEMORANDUM:
TO 3 Commanding General, 4th Aarmored Division, APC 234, U, g, Arny,

l. 8-3 Journal Was completely destroyed ip actual combgt and is not avgij-

2, Message file was incomplete, and messares Femairing -ave po additional
information for this rhase of Operations, herefore, rone is subriitted,

For the Battalion Commanders

! }
< "4 ’ - ‘%"‘
PHILE; DCRF,

l1st L%, dlst Armg inf pn,
Adjutant, .
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N wiCRED TTFAIITRY Ba. L ALION
APO 2%, Ue S. army

25 Qctober 1944
SU3JECTs  S=3 Journal ol QOperations, from 23 August 1944 to 31 August 1944.
TO ¢ Comanding General, 4th Armored Division, APO 254, U. S. Army.

2% Anwusty Mission-Accomplished-idontargis cleared of enemye Bivouac 2
mie. Yo of town 32947 at 1700~ Moved on same route to new location (2847 at 2015.

24 Autusty  Loved out at 2015 contacted 320th Inf at Montargis 1050. Moving
NeDe on new mission. Objective Cheroy. In assembly area at Bayachis located
G4759.

25 Augusty I'oved oub and crossed IP at 0900 moving on to objective St
Florentine Orders changed at check point (13) to move to Auxone. Bivouac at

Baux-Puiseaux Y13642,

26 Augusty pn reported St Carisey. Task Force of Inf & Art to clear Carisey
repts clears Task Force returns to ¥140545,

n

27 August; Remained in bivouac at Baux-Puiseaux & waiting orders.

28 Aumusty 1235 Left Bivouac Eaux~Puiseaux Y136542 13100,000 Auxerre Map,
at 1235, Arrived assembly area South of Piney Y483787 Map; Troyes 1350,000 at
1620, Remainad here until 0730 30 August 1944,

22 Aurusty Remained in bivouac awaiting further orders. Se Pinsy Y483787
Mapy Troyes 1550,000.

30 Aupusts Moved South toward Geroudot -0730 from 3ivouac Piney Y483787
MKapy Troyes 13450,000, Lission of 51st AI Bns Clear area and forest East of line
Piney-Lusigny. Then move E. from Brienne with ¢C"p"., At 0830 moved into assem~
bly area 1/@ Em S of Geroudot Y475734 MapsTroyes 1350,000, En fired upon in
wocds 1 Km S of Assembly Area by artillery. Left assembly Area 1630. Pro-
cended 1 1/? Km S. of Piney turned S.E. toward Vendevere., Arrived bivouac area
1900 Y 545784 S Km Se.E. Brienne-la-Vielle. Yo enemy activity,

31 Augusts Left bivouac area 0800 srossed IP Y675785 0850. No enemy activitye
15 minute halt Y870781 Maps 13G 134100,000.(1000B) Bridge blown at river crossing
moved into tivouac area 2013937 Sheet 13G awaiting further orderse

/ Ve
’ e : L~
mnn?.xocw ER —~
Capt, 51st Armd Inf Bn,
§-3
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‘;fﬁ_,gt Uruffes Ome platoon from "B" had the same mission at Pagny-la-Blamnche-Cote.

HEADUARTERS FIFTY FIRST ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION
APO 254, Ue Se Army

28 Qotober 1944

SUBJECTs After Actiom Report,

TO s The Adjutant General, Washington, De Ce (through channels)
{

, In compliance with AR 345-105, Change 3, the following after=actiom
report is submitted for the month of Septembper, 1944.

Friday 1 September 1944.

Company "B" lead the Battalion aoross the Marne, moving from its assembly
ares at 0316, The order of march for the Battalion was Company "BJ®"A,""HQ,""C,”
The route was Chatonrupt 0715, Autigny le Grand 0845, Autigny le Petit 0847,

Cirel 08852, Leval D'Onse 0902, Effincourt 0932, Pancey 1005, Echenay 1036,
7illaime 1110, Cirfontaines 1200, Chassey 1214, Lumeville-en~Ornois 1220, Horville
1232, Gondrecourt 1246, (erauvilliers 1326, Badonvilliers 1427, Epiez=sur-Meuse
1504, Burey-envaux 1517, Meuse River 1535, Cepvigny 1545, bivouac area merth of
Sepvigny on the high ground(507976). ’

, Little enemy resistance was ercountered en route., At Chassey an ememy column
was interocepted coming into town from the southwest., They immediately retreated
on the main road voing east’rrom Chassey. A platoon from Company "B," plus the
assault gun platoon, gave chase and succeeded in capturing twelve prisoners be-
fore the enemy escaped into the Bois d' Herville. These prisoners were part of
an engineer-labor unit moving up from the south of France, and they were inter=
ested only in flight, not fight, :

L}
Our Reconnaissance elements reported seeing Germans on bicycles fleeimg to
the east at the point where the Battalion crossed the Meuses

: Upon arrival in the bivouac area, the Battalion took up a defensive positien
‘with Companies"A" and "B" abreast, "B on the right, prepared to defemd against
any attack from the east. One platoon from "AM outposted the Battaliom positien

PIIRE LN

. Period 2-9 September 1944,

. The Battalioa remaired in this location during this periode It Was felt that
we had "run away" from our supplies, as we could not obtain gasoline., Some gas-
oline was flown in by C-47's, Qther than nightly aerial action, enemy contact
during this time was non-existent. O(n September 9th, the Battalion received a
. warning order preparatory to movement.

Sunday 10 September 1944.

Company "C" rejoined the Battalion at 1500. The Battalion was alerted for
movement that afternoon. A change in orders required movement the following
morning. Another .change stated movement would be at 1900, and shortly thersafter
8till another order to move the next morninge Finally orders were received after
1900 to move at 1900. The movement started at 2000, with Company "B" acting as 5753
advance guard for the Battalion. The normal attachment was made of a platoon of
Park Destroyers and assault guns to_tha lg

33" li; aad

ppany. OQur objective was to J
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. ; “ r*Se The route of
march was hepv1rny, ChdmwOu;ny, Paynyh 5 Cote, Traveron, Sauvigny,
Rurpes, Punerot, Autreville, Harmonville, Saulxerotte, and Favieres, which was
the location of the column at midnight. WNo contact with the enemy.,

Monday 11 September 1944.

The column continued to move through the early morning hours, along the
route Rattigny, lfont-Curel, Thorey, Chaouilley, Preye-sous=Vaudemont, Xirocourt,
Vaudeville, Bois. The Battalion moved into an agsembly area (894834) at 0645,
The bridge over the Moselle at Bainville was blown. Companies™A" and "G" r.oved
forward to establish a bridgehead. The boundary between companies was the east
bound road at Feinville. Their nission was to seize the high ground across
the river while the engineers repaired the bridge. Company "C" on the left of
the road, r.oved to the east bank of the Moselle, where it came under extremely
neavy mortar and small arms fire. There was no opportunity to maneuver owing

" to the course of the ~f-rgr, It!'s leading elements were driven back into Bain=

ville, Company "AY whlch had originally planned to use assault boats, found
a ford and moved to the center of the river valleys There it halted and
attempted to establish contact with "C" so that the advance could be resumed.
Contact was irnossible as "C" had withdrawn to Bainville., The Battalion
Jommander decided to cross Company "B" behind "A" and them have Company "A"
sliy %o the left across the company boundary. This would then place "A" and
"3" abreast, with "B" on the right.

This movement was practically completed before dark, under sporadic mortar
and small arms fire. These two Companies remained in position all night.,
Company "C," which had suffered thirty-five casualties, was placed in reserve.

A total of nine prisoners had been taken, and a patrol fram Company "B" had
found five enemy dead, indicating they had suffered rather heavily. The prison-
ers were from the 15th Panzer Grenadier Division and stated they had just
arrived from Italy.

Tuesday 12 Septaember 1944,

‘eanwhile, the north column of Combat Command "B" had effected a crossing
at 3Bayon, to the north. The Combat Command plan now called for the south column
to move to the north and cross at Bayon. Accordinsly, the Battalion, plus
actachments noved north at 1450 along the route Lebeuville, Lemenil=Mitry,
Roville, and crossed the Moselle River at Bayon. An assembly area was occupied

- in the -icinity of 7illacourt. Cne plstoon from "B" was placed on outpost

duty at proville. The 3attalion remaired ir this assembly area for the night.
Bnemy ana friendl artillery was active throughout the nichte

K]

Wednes lav 13 Jeptarm>~ 1241,

Darin: She ~orning, the Battalion was alerted for movement to Vitrimonte
This move started at 1355, end the route of march was Froville, Einvaux, Lande-
court, Lanut:, .‘onte The bridge at Xont was out, but there was a ford which

the fanks could uca.

A platsor frox: "2" C.mpany was sent to Lureville to investizate the bridce
at th-t pointe The plat 'on met resistance in the form of dismounted men, mortar,
and small arms fires. At the anproach of the platoon, the eneny withdrew back
across the orid-e and then set off prepared demolitions on the bridze.

Meanwhile, the remainder of the BaiiiR
the s>:th bani: of the Leurthe near Lom
"g" Company mounted on them,forded t
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Sattalion suffered two o“»;qlties.’k

- -

"Idd teer otured, and trae

v . 29 s
encazed in tuildin; the _ . dge. e

Thursday 1% September 1944,

During the early morrning hours, the enz’neers cowpleted an excellent
pontoon bridge on which the colurw crosced at 0730, Compeny "A" moved forvard
to the North edge of the Foret de Vitrimorte Theirenzined of the Tattalion
moved irto an assembly area in the Foret deVitrimont. The higr -rooznd rorth
and northesst of Vitrinon#was the next objective of the 3attalion., Two nletocus
of tanks and two plawuons of "B" Compan; were given the right half of the
objective. One platoon of tanks and "A" Company were riven the left (west)
half of the objective. A platoon of tark destroyers was attached to each
attecking companye "3" Company's attack jumped off at 1530, treceded ty a
strong fifteen-minute artillery preparaticn on the woods east of the objectives
The artillery concentration was designed tc drive out an. enemy ozourying thece
woods, as it was felt that this position was the most dangerous in our path.

As the mounted attack progressed across the intervening ground, it came under

anti~tank fire from these woods.

This fire caused immediate loss of one tank an! the eventual loss of two
mores "B" Company suffered one casualty. The tanks halted, o= plerned, just
short of the crest. "B" Company dis-cunted, crossed the crest, and du, ine
Civilian reports irdicated the enemy had withdrawn in rreat heste as thc attack
progressed towards them. Accerding to plen, Company "A" jumred off at this
point and proceeded to its objectire without any dit”iculty. The enemy anti-
tank weapons had been engaged and driven off by our tank destrcysrs. Company
"C's" mission was to protect the n"a:talions! rizht flank from cap okjective
back to the Meurthe. This necessitated a rreat deal of "stringin: ont" but
the mission was accomnliched. :

The platoon from "B" Company at Lureville was returned to the Sompany
prior to darkness, The remainder of the colum grouped in behind the de-
fensive positions of "E" ard "C" companies and remained there for the nizhte

Friday 15 September 1944,

The column now received the mission of roving tc Serres. Campany "A"
moved out at 0800, iou.rlowed by the tank comrany and a battery of the 253rd
Armored Field Artillery Battalion. Before the remainder of the column could
move onto the road, Company "A" came under mortar, srtillery, and machine-gun
fire from the woods southeast of Maixe ard from the high zround northe .st of
Binville., Company "A" dismounted and sent one platoon to the woods, meanwhile
moving two platoons around to the southwest of Maixe. Campan; "3" was ordered
forward to reinforce "A"™ Company's right. "2" Company moved into the woode,
which was the "AM™ company!s platooms objectives The Sattalion row held the
high ground south of Maixe. Meanwhile, the other colum of ~“ombat Command "3"
had crossed the Marxe Canal west of our vosition and was prepared to swing
to the east and drive off the ememy holdin' us$ up. Twent,~four prisoners hLad
been captured during the day and the Battalion had three casualtiece

S8aturday 16 September 1944,

+

A task forge - from the west column moved to positions across the canal
from the Battalion and secured the high ground comranding laixes. "A" Company
forded the canal and held this high ground, relieving the task force. Cur
engineers laid two sections of treadway aal, and it was now possible (i
for the Battalion and the remainder ofs P eregs, The column vegan 9 /
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erossing at 1300, with Comp an . WAL, £ owed by the tank
company, a battery of the 253rd andUm tert §¢ the “attalion. This
advance guard composition, plus a platoon of tank destroyers, and the assault
guns was proving the Lest possible combinatiom for Epeedy derloyment and em-
Ployment .

.\-—'
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The Battalion roved to an assembly area in the vicinity of Serrec. iHoeville
to the north was held by the enemy and formations could he otserved exitir,
from the town to the northeast, All of our columnt's long-range, direct and
indirect weapons were engaged in hastering his exit., 4 platoon fram "A" Campany
moved forward that night to olean out Hoeville. This platoon occupied the town,
captured three ememy field pieces, two vehicles, and seven prisoners.,

The remainder of the column remsined in the vicinity of Serres for the
night,

Sunday 17 September 1944,

Using the mormal column camposition, with "p" Company leading, preceded
by a platoon of Cavalry, the Battalion moved out at 0730, The head of the
columm passed through Hoeville and entered the town of Sorneville. The Cav-
alry had passed throush one half hour prior to the head of the column. Owing
to poor visihility, however, there had been a failure to discover an enemy
20-M gun in position in town. This gun opened fire on the leadirg vehicles
of "B" Company. The leading elements dismounted and drove this run off,
Several of our vehicles were damaged but not inoperative. The civilianes in
this town started to give our troops information about the location of Germans,
with the result that soon a house-to~house search wage being conducteds Twenty~
8ix prisoners were captured, and in many houses, German umriforms were found,

‘Am.Bnglish~speaking civilian reported that a battalior of enemy paratroopers

had left the town the night before in civilian clothes. . When the town had
®eer thoroughly scarched, the column started to move out again et about 1330,
Progress was made through Mongel~sur-Seille and then east towards Chambrey.

The cavalry reported a road block at the road junction one half mile south of
Chembrey. As the 25th Cavalry Reconnaissance §juadron investigated.

the block, the head of the columm closed in to about four hundred yards of the
Cavalryts rear. The force defending the road blook opened fire on the Cavalry,
causing one vehicle and one personnel casualty, The Cavalry withdrew, and

the head of the column prepared to attacke 4 preparatory artillery barrage was
placed on the "enemy" position, and a platoon from "g" canpany prepared to
rove forward on foot and seize the high ground cormanding the road block.

Word was received from higher headjuarters to be on the 1ook-out for
friendly troops in this vicinity. The platoon from "3" Company csntacted the
opposing force, and it was learned that they were friendly troops fram Combat
Command "A! The column was ordered to bivouac in place for the night,

Monday 18 September 1944,

The column received orders to move to Fresnes-en-Saulnois, via Chateau=
Salins,

The last friendly outpost was passed at the cross-road two miles south of
Chateau-Salins. They did not know if Chateau-Saline was occupieds Shortly
after passing the outpost, the Cavalry reported road blocks on the edge of
Chateau-Salins, and then artillery fire was received from the high ground east —
of the town. The enemy guns were loca RG-Pudh, Laken under fire by our advance 919
artillery battery. "g" Company dismoyiiias (1'r vehicles off the road,




arde Bd the ssion and established
a bridgehead around the- road bl o\ ) MBpgineers could reduce them., "p"
Company jumped off at 1430.from NN AT Bouth of town. A fifteem

minute artillery preparation preceded their departure. The attaock drove im the
ememy’s outpost lime, and the compamy moved to a position abreast of the road
blocke Here the campan; halted amd commenegd difgimg in. BEmemy artillery
and mortar fire, at this time, became very heavy and then subsided. "B"
“Company was them ordered to move inte town. Darimess had fallen whea this move
started, making control very difficult im this strange terrain. The Company
moved to the road junction at the south edge of town before encountering smy
resistance. Here ajgreat deal of remote-controlled explosives were appareamtly
set off, causing considerable confusion amorg the men. It was considered in-
advisable to try to enter the town, so the company was withdrawn to its dug
in positions. Here it was ordered baok to the vehicular assembly area so that
heavy artillery could be placed on the town. This was accamplished.

Tuesday 19 September 1344,

v

Combat Command "3" issued orders to withdraw fram the town and then chamred
ther to have the Battalion attaek the town. The attack plam called for "A" anmd
"C" Company to move on the town, using the north-south road as the axis of ade
vance and houndary between campanies. Company "E" 35th Tank Battalion would
supnort the attaok. The attack started at 0730, but the enemy had ococupied the
line of departure durinr the night, and a platoon fram "B" Company drove them
off, allowin: the uvwask to move forward. "C" Company, on the irght, was moving
across open terrain and was pinned down on several occasiomse "A" Company's
terrain lent itself to Letter use, and they were able to progress without a
great deal of difficulty, to the southern edge of town. Here the attack halted,
while consiierable artillery fire was brought to bear on the town. At 1330,
the attack contiiued, and "A" Company moved through the towm working very
closely and well with the tanks. The enemy withdrew to prepared positions in
the agricultural college on the northeast edge of town. "C" Company had moved
to positions abreast of the center of town and east of ite "B" Company was
brought into town, and a perimeter defemnse of the town was established by
" nightfall. These positions were held throughout the night, The Battaliomn had
thirty-three carualties and had taken thirteen prisoners. The prisoners claimed
that they had been forced to fight by SS Troops. Sporadic enemy artillery,
mortar and small arms fire fell throuchout the night,.

Wednesday 20 September 1944,

The mortar platoon was brought into town during the morninge Mortar fire
was vlaced on enemy positions in the vicinity of the school. Feavy artillery
c.oncenirations were also placed on the school and the woods adjacent theretoe.
The erfect of The artillery Iire was sreatest in the wooded area, where half=-
naked Germans could be seen running madly abouts The enemy could not be dis-
lodred from the school, and late in the afternoon Combat Coammand "E" ordered
our colum to procced to Fresnes-enSaulnois., The oripginal route given was
decided against because it was under enemy observation and fire. The column
tool the followin~ routes Moncel=-sur=-Seille, Fettoncourt, Gremecey, Fresnes=
en-Jaulnois. "A" Companv, plus a platoon of tanks, covered the withdrawal
from Chateau=Salirs., The enemy shelled the towr and road as "A" Company with-
drew,

The head of the column reached Fresnes at 2100, The Battalion, plus .
attachments, was given an assembly area just south of the Fresnes~en=Saulnois~
Jallauoourt roads. "B" Company outposted Mifion, with a platoon at Jallau-
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Tharsday 21 Septembter 1944,

"E" Jompany's outvost captured two prisoner. These men were apparently
nart of a stragzler nnit tryirs to made its way back to Jermany. Sporadic enemy

cartillery fell in the Battalion's area.- Two platcons of "C" Company were moved

out to Lanenveville-enSauliois and Qriocourt.

Priday 172 Jeptember 1914,

It war a Juiet day, except for a rather intense shzlling at 0750, Our air
was active whenever a slight break in the weather permitted.

aturday 23 September 1544,
o N

Compary "A" moved to a nosition northeast of town to support the 8th Tank
“attalion. he Company moved at 1800 and remained there for the night. Enemy
wrtillery .continued to fall in the area at freguent intervals, Our own artillery
was very active with counter-battery.

Sunday 24 Sentembar 1944,

A heavy eneny artillery concentration fell near the Battalion Command Post
at 0830, The aid station was hit hard by this fire. Three officers and thirteen
ald men were hit and had Yo be evacuated. Combat Cormand "B" informed us that
a rolief by the 35th Jivision would be effected as soon as possible., The Fattal-
ion was informed thet it could move back to the north edge of the Forest of
Gremecy until the relief was made. The 3attalion Cormander elected to remain in
the present locations There had heen a total of thirty-three casualties during

the day. H

*fonday 25 Sentember 1. 44,

\

"nemy artillery contiruned to fall throughout the daye. At 2130, the Battal=-
ion received orders to move at once to an assembly area south of Hoevillae,
Previously, the relief was scheduled on a platoon basis, with great deliberation,
Now the order stated +hat the Battalion would move at once. Orders were issued
to the cumpany commanagers, and preparaticns were made for the move,

Tuesday 25 September 1944,

The 3attalion Commandert!s nlan called for an infiltrating movement to the
rear by platoons at ten-minute intervals. The order of march was "B", Headjuarters,
and He:djuarters Company, Medical Detachment, "C%, and "A". The route of march
was jremecer, Pettonoourt, \oncel-surSeille, Sorneville and Hoeville, It was

" an extremely dark nizht, and driving was very difficulta

"3" G mnany moved out at 0115, and the remainder of the Rattalion moved
as scheduled. The march lasted until dawn, when the columm moved into an assem=
bly area between Foeville and Serres.

The Bactalion had just closed into the assembly area when it was alerted
to relieve two battalions of the 320th Irfantry in the vicinity of Arracourt,
Criers for this relief rejuired clarification, and it was 1240 before the
Battalion moved out im the order of "A," "C," "3," Headquarters and Headqusrters
Compary. The route of march was Serres, ARRhaRS Arracourt, where guides qg
from the I and R platoon met the comp gy »;ggt their positioms.
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$:rd fr lage, with the 10t
2nd Cavalry, fGroup screeninr; on

The Battalion was ° “ing 4
§ Armored Infantry Bat+av_ | on tB
the right, N

The Battalion Commander tentatively planned to defend with "4 ang mgn b
abreast, "C" onm the right and "B" in reserve. It was hoped that the gaps be-
tween units oould be covered by fire., The terrainm dickated that "z" ang non
defend with their platoons on line., g% Company took up a frontage of ome
* thousand yards with 1ts. left at the western edse of Rechicourt. The trace
of its MLR followed the high ground south of Rechicourt, Company "z" covered
a fromtage of fifteen hundred yards, with its right on pil1l "318." Its MLR :
followed the high ground rumning from Hi11 "318% north, "B% the reserve campany,
took up a position near the Rlouville farm.

e riﬂe 320th Infantry moved out before the relief had been campleteds They
stated this was g quiet sector, Subsequent events were to prove otherwise,

- It could be readily seen that the Battalion was over-extended, and it be=
© oame necessary to oommit two platoons of "g" almost immediately. (Cne platoon
i plugged the gap between ™" Company's left flank and the 10th Armored Infantry
Battaltiont!s right, The other platoon moved into position “etween "A" and "
Company. There were still £aps in the line, and.these had to be covered by
patrols, as final protective lines were not strong enough owing to the rolling
terrain,

Ny o
s Sl as

The 8th Tank Battalion was in position imediately in rear of the MLR,
 prepared to cut off and drive back any break through,

The first shells to fall in the area came shortly after the relief was
. effectede It was a reavy concentration and indicated that the enemy was here
in strength, Two prisoners were captured who gave sheir unit as the 11th Panzer
Division. They stated that their mission was to attack,

Wednesday 27 September 1944,

"A" Company's position im Rechicourt became a Iacal point for enemy artillery,
Concentrations consisted of 105's and heavier, The road through town became
Jnown as the "Bowling Alley," as it was obviously under enemy observatiom and
more than one vehicle in any one spot immediately brought artillery fire,

Forward observers with our fromt line continually reported enemy activity,
trucks, tamk, and personnel, These became targets for our artillery, which was
“firing incessantly. Our attached tank destroyers imocked out one tank. Three
ememy planes appeared over the defensive position at 1315 and were tvaken under
fire by every small arm available. They did not return. Seven prisoners were
oaptured during the day.

f Thursday 28 September 1944,

At 0230, an enemy patrol was driven eway “rom.the Cannon Platoods Obser-
%iom Post by machine gun. fire and hand grerades, "C" Company's area was
avily shelled durimg the altarnoon, and A" Company continued to receive ar-

llery on their pori+iogs, B EA ? e’ 6?67




Y% . .4 At dusk, an enemy Ye screl . Company 3" and on e large

4" draw to its right., Thr uttalion JJ§ fas a1 .ade to a Gernan

"  attack. It had been fo...d that the Germans invariably a.v.acked at dawn or dusk.

bﬁ Under cover of this smoke screen and makinz use of World War I trenches, the
eneny infiltrated to the crest of hill "318," drove off the perscnnel manring

+ . our QObservation Post and engaged Company "C's" right in a hand-grenade fight,
"CM Company's right was withdrawn to the military srest or the reverse slope of
Hill "318." Our artillery fired with great effect, as we were to find the

next da.y.

Darkness had set in, and the situation was seriouses The enemy now held
rround which overlooked the entire combat cormand positione "A" Company of
. the 24th Armored Engineer Battalion which had been ordered to move to t:e
%& Bois de Renamont and extend our right, had not been heard from. Instructions
EL were issued to "C" Companyv to hold their present position at all costs.

Friday 29 September 1944,

! The remaining platoon from Compary "R" was zlerted tc move at daylight,
3 prepared to counterattack Hill "318" and extend "C® Compary's right to the
Bois de Benamont, This platoon moved to the "C" Company's Comrmerd Fost st
deylight and contacted the tank company, which would support the attack. A
dense fog prevented their movement, and plans were made to move up as soor
as this lifted.

The company commanders concerned roticed that the fog was not dispersitg

_ and soon concluded that it was some form ol cenerated smoke wixed ir with the
E%é foge. Ccupled with this wes a regort from un outpost that the Germans were
?%@ moving over the hill in strenpth. It wac decided to astack at once. Tanks
g% and infantry moved across the ridce toward "318," while 2 rlatoon of tanks

moved around below "318" and came up the large draw on its right,.

1

The counterattack wes a complete success, and here it might be poinved
out that our air nlayed e large part in this move. As the ccinter-attacking
force reached the toporraphical orest of ":l8," a sguadron of P-47's avsesred
overhead and proceedea to work over the enemy on the forward slope of the Hill,
They strafed aud bombed within three hundred yards of the leadirg elements in
the counter=-attacke To hit the forward slcpe, it was necess-r— “or them to
dive towards our forces, but their accuracy was such thet we did not suffer
a single casualty due to their work. Meanwhile, the 253rd Ar ored Field
Artillery Battalion had a plane overhead and proceeded to fire on the enemy
positions with telling effect.

This was the finest example of the cooperation ~ossitle by all arms that
this ubit had experienced to date. With this cooperation, our infantry, rough-
ly seventy men, were able to drive off a force krown to consist of at least
one battalion. German dead on Hill "318" were too numerous to count, and a
. rough estimate was around 240, Twelve ememy tanks were knocked oute Forty
four prisoners were captured. We suffered two casualties.

The engineer cormrany, supported by a platoon of lizht tanks, moved up
along the Boirs de P=ramont, contacted and extended our right :to this woode.
‘Mines and booby traps were placed in the large draw to the right cf Eill
"313," as this was the most likely avenue of ememy approach. The situation
 was eased somewhat. The enemy was not able to make a serious renetratiom
smy where in our line during the remainder of our stay here.:

/100
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' ' Baturday 30 September Y. | ' .
T N - :

Pl
Ay

4% 0300, an enemy combat patrol waS drivenm off in front of ®c" Company
by t of our normal barrare. Our forward observers continued to call for
fire om located targets to the fromts The town of Bures was made untemable
by the intensity of this fipe., For tie first time, enemy artillery was prac-
tically silent throughont our Bector. This may be attributed to a heavy attaek
which was launched at dysk arainst the unit om our left,

At night, the enemy continued to probe our pesitioms with stromg patrols
tut met with litils wuccess, Two prisomers were taken during the day.

Ll ‘V“"L

ALFRED A, MAYBACH,
Lt Col, 51st Armd Inf Bn,
Commanding,

S Inolsg

l. Zarbon copy, unit diary, 1 Sep 44 to' 15 Sen 44,
2e Carton cony, mnit d’ary, 16 Sep 44 to 30 Sen 41,
3e 5=3 Journal (in duplicalse), ' ‘

%e S~2 Mork Sheet Journal,

5¢ Ei~ht Operational overlavs,
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Friday 1 September 1311

Left essembly area 2013937, 0450B. 10 enemy action. Crossed Marne River 20791,
Yap 135, Rar=-le-Duc-Wacsy, Jcslse 13100,000., Head of column halted at Chassey i
23087 to encounter 100 eneny with horse drawn vehicles, De)loyed oue platoomn '
of "B" Company ani assault gun platoon. Before comnlete deployment, the
platoor of infantry and platoo» of assault guns were ordered to refurn to the
colum, anl to proceed on the original missiom. This small group of ememy was
ty-pwssed. Four prisoners were taken, examined, and sent to the rear.(1130B)e
Sever. more nrisoners taken at 12002. Arrived assembly area 2498972 at 1630B
after crossing l‘euse River at Epiez-sur-Meuse. Yo enemy activity there.
Companies "A" and "B", "A" on the right went into defensive positiom defemding
against an attack from the east. Platoon o:' Company "A" outposted Uruffees
One platoon of Company "B" outposted Paegney=La-Blanchi-Cotes

Saturday 2 September 1914

Remained ir bivouac area 2498972, No enemy activity. Awaiting orders to moves

Suniday 3 September 1944 . ' ’ : #

Received maps o TFerlin and Paris sector. Remained in bivouac area Z498972.
Yo enemy activity. Awaltiig orders to move,

‘ ‘tonday 4 Septemher 1944 thru Saturday 9 Septemher 1944

Situation remai:ed the <ame. Awaiting orders to movee

Sunday 10 September 1944 . ' #
)

Noved from bivouac area on new.mission at 2030B, New missiomn-Move southeast
to Punerot, then east to assembly area 2880840, Enemy reported on east side
of “foselle River at our point of crossing, Bainville Aux Miroirs. 25 Rom, "A"

and "C" Companies leading our column. Our columm comsisted of 25 Rom, 51 Armd ’
Inf Bn, "A" Company 24th Bag, Seotion of 997 Emg, "B" Company of 35th Tank Bm. !
Battery of 179 FA, and one company cf 704 TD. l

Yonday 11 September 1944

Companies "A"™ and "C" went into position on west side of Mesells River east of
assembly area 2880840 at 07003, then at noon moved forward with missiom of
establishiny bridre-head, and seizing high ground across the river, with "A" on
the right, and "C"on the left of the Bainville east-boumd road(bridge blown),

Due to the course of the river Compeny "C" could met mansuver om the east bamk
while under heav;, ‘lis; oonsequently its leading elements were driver back imto
Bainville. Company "A" abandoned the plan of usimg assault boats, imstead

used a ford, over which "B" crossed behing "Althem “B" slipped to the right of

"A" aoross the company boundary. Companies "A" and "B“ remaimed im these positioms
for the nighte Battalion ordered to cross Moselle River north of Bayome 4

Tuesday 12 September 1944 ' i

Companies "A" and "t" withdrew during the mernimg and early aftermoom. Moved
from assahbly area at 14508, preceded by the 8th Tank im columm to the assembly
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* APoa at Vireoourt 29575.7, Made oro Ml e nortr of Payen. Arrived
afsembly area at 1600, No enemy acti ' " Cormpany at Virecourt,

oRe platoon of "B" Company at Froville, and the remairder of "g® Company at

39688, and “c* Cmpasy at Villacourt. Bivousced at assembly area for m'ght

L2

with friesndly-and eneny artillery aotive.
Wednes 13 teamber 1544 : .

Artilleyy stdll aotive. Left assdubdly area at 1400B to proceed to Vitrimoat.
Homd of the ocelumm halted at Mont at 1600B. Bridge blowm there. Weat imto
assenbly area V048946, Infantry end tanks forded the Meurthe River at V044961
aiid held high ground to the morth while the engineers worked on the ford,
Beny held up the engimeers by heavy small arms fire and artillery fire. Re-
meined in the assembly area overaight,

Bhursday 14 September 1944

The campanies began moving across the Meurthe River at daybreak. Headquarters
lef't the assembly area V048946 ot .0805Ls Crossed the ‘feurthe River at 08303,
Moving om to Vitrimomt (check point 71) our objective. Remained in the woods
V0556898 until 1500R. "z" and "c® compamies deployed along woods 2051020,

8=3 and his traock moved to an Qutpost V07°095. Attack of the ground Q047021

to QU59016 at 1530B and attack of the. ground Q39026 at 1630B with tankse,

infantry, tamk destroyers, artillery, and mortars., Enemy fire by tanks and
infantry sighted on hill northeast of Vitrimont. BRattle lasted till 1930F at whioh
time we moved to our command Post and assembly area at QU45016. Remained over=-
night. BEnemy artillery active.

Friday 15 September 15944

&tarted to move to check point 81, Crevic, at 0800B. Ordered to move to check
point 80, Maxie, ut wuOB, Moved out at 1200B, but received fire from direct
fire weapon morth of cross road Q045016 and remained in position., Qoserved

. enemy artillery fire from Binville. Companies "A" and "z" deployed along
high ground south.of canmal at Msxie. Baemy holding sround morth of the c:nal
along line~Rimville, Crevic, and Maxie. Our position was held for the night,

Saturday 16 September 1944 y

Remained in the assembly area Q045016. Companies "A" and "B" pushed across

~the river and canal. We left our assembly-area to continue north to Serres.

" Remained at the bridge in Maxie till 1500B at which time Meadquarters joined
- the column and nroceeded to the assembly area Q053115, one~half mile north
west of Serres. OQur area was fired upon from hirh ground east of Hoeville

. amd north of Hoeville. Small arms fire and fire f*om large guns in that
vicinity. 1830B enemy columm reported moving .northwes+, (Report should have
read northeast{). Our assault gum platoon attacked the colurm and effectively
shet it up. At 02308 enemy columm reported moving west, through Foeville,
Platoon of "A" Company was sent out to attack this column with small arms and
bazookas. They did not contact the enemy columa.

- Mdny 17 September 1944

. Bemained in the assembly area till 0800B. Moved out to new agsembly area
Mailley-sur-Seille, US035, At 1100r colunmn stopped for chanie of orders, Bnemy

im Sorneville in civilian clothes. iuch enemy equipment in Sorneville. 5lst

Armd Inf Bn, outposted foncel with g ;"."“""fti‘f "‘35 Cave Companies "A" and sy j

-'-'5'“‘1?..!
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L"é", platoon of 24 Ba .,,e':rs, 253rd |
46 MediCS(S ambu] ’"‘CBS, were in and ki
Erbeviller to Sorneville in bivouac. ¥ i

~4 firing north, and
8th Tank exterded from

i N0 i B
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*+' . Monday 18 September 1944

ifoved out-at 0845B for new locatiom, U9935. Route Sallonne, Chateau=-Salins,

5’" and Puziex. Taking main roads. Road blocks at entrance of Chateau-Salins
encounted at 1230B. Road block waes covered by all types ef fire., Pwo hundred
German SS Troops were reported to be in the town. "B" Company attempted to
reduce road block and the enemy fire. One platoon of "p" Campany ordered to
push by road block and enter edge of town. Infantry and artillery used to

reduce resistance by 1900, Remained in assembly area fcr the might(Q080216),
"B" Compary outposted our assembly area,

Tuesday 19 September 1944

Companies “A" and "C" attempted to drive into town in early morning. Town
reduced by 1500B. PEnemy still held high ground to the east. \oved command
post into the town.at 2330B, Received heavy artillery and mortar fire in the
tomme Infantry outposted town of Chateau-Salins.

Wednesday 20 September 1944

Renained in the town and pushed the infantry forward with supporting artillery
¥,  amd tanks. Emnemy tanks contacted north of town. Task force from the Sth
3, Tank.was sent out to intercept them. Enemy artillery light. BEnemy dug inm

~on high ground tc the north of the town. Bnemy sniper activity. Ordered to
move from town to new location (Q045275) and join im force with the remainder
"of CC"B" to push e the east. Moved to the assembly area via Yoncel=-Sur-Seille.

' Thursday 21 September 1944

‘Remained in the assembly area Q045275 Recelved enemy artillery fire at 17C0F.
" 8th Armored Division, and the 35th Infantry Division reported in our vicinity.
¥latoon of "B" Company outposted Jallgcourte 5lst Armored Infantry Battaliom
‘troops extended from Jallucourt to pfesnes-en-Saulnois. Two platoons of
Company "C! moved outto outpost Laneurevill e~en~Saulnois and QOriocourt.

Friday 22 SepSeuber 1944

Remained in our 'uz-nbly area. BEaemy artillery at 07003, Awaiting orders
' to move. Campany "B® of 35th Tank Bn lefit their asgembly are to intercept
-reported ememy tamks to our nerth, - -

8aturday 23 September 1944

; .‘:,enpany "A" attached to the 8th Tamk, Remained in our assembly areae Received

y artlllery fire at undetermined intervals. Awaiting to be relieved by the
39th Infantry Division. \ : .

[

Sunday 24 September 1944

§th Imfentry Division moving into area. " Comsiderable enemy and friendly tank
wtivity in our vicinity. Enemy comcentratimg to the east. Heavy artillery
fire caused us to move owr command post into the edge of Fresmes-em-Sauldois,

e rof
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* Morday 25 September 19 - T -ﬂ (

Remained in assemh':- area awaiting o;dorl %o move., Heavy artillery fire ‘oonte
inuegd." No chan.:e in the Situation. At 2200B we reseived orders to move to ..
& new locatiom one-half mile southeast of Hoeville, Q056119, )

. \

\
L, ‘ I

Tuesday 26 September 1944 P | ] , a

- Battalion Headquarters, Headquarters Gompany, Medioal Detaclment, *c* smd "A" in
order moved out at 10 minute intervid ‘heginning Q110, Headquarters followed

the remainder of the 51st Armored Iufamtry Batbalion at 02253, No enemy aotive
ity en route. Remaimed in assembly area Q056119, t111 11308 at which time '

W moved to assembly area 4131144, Arrived 1430B. Two oompanies, "A" and "g",
dlometaers extendinme from Q130122 %o Q157137 with "A" Uompamy ‘on the left and

"C" Company on the right, Company "B" in mobile reserve. We were belug supporte
edvy the 253rd Armored Field Artillery. 10th and 53rd Armored Infantry Battalions
On our left flank, and umits of the 25th Cavalry on our right flamk. Eaeay .
artillery fire was reported inm "y Company area, '

Wednesday 27 September 1944 °

Two nlatoons of Company "B" fi1led the gaps on both flanks of ‘Campany "A%
Considerable fri endly air activity, Heavy artillery reported landing in "
Company "C" areg, :

L4

Thursday 28 September 1944

v

Our front line received heavy artillery fire. Company "A" repelled a stiff
counter-attack by a oompany of German infamtry, Close fighting, hand gremade
distance, Coumter=a*tack was successfully repulsed. Friemdly umits im
Bauzemonts At 1900 Company "C" received heavy artillery barrage and counter=
attack by infantry and tanks, Our troops fell back from Hill "818," %o take
Up new position. Enemy Patrol infiltrated our limes at mights Counter~attaek
was haltede Platoon of Company "B" extemded Company "C's"™ right £1ank, .

Friday 29 September 1944

Remained in arees 24th Bagineers and 25th Cavalry extemded our right flamk. They
wero in positiom by 2200B. gil) "318," was retaken by Compamy "G", ‘supported by
tanks, artillery, and the air farce, during early mornimg under cover eof demse
fog. Tanks, enemy and frieadly, were active till Rooms Air activity, bamhing
and straffing of ememy Positions, REffeot was great. 79th Infantry Pivision

was reported to our south and as far east as the 16th N-§ grid limes 24th
Encineers laid mines and booby traps to their front,

'Saturday 30 September 1944 ) - * o

Remained in position Q13114s, Campany "C® reported tanks and infamtry %o their
fromt. Our artillery oontinued to fire. Our defensive line was thin, but
positions were being held, Enemy and friendly artillery ocontinued.




HEADQUARTERS FIFTY FIRST ARU'CRED INW

-TRY 3ATTALTON
APO 254, U, s, Arny

7 November 1944

5 SUTJECTs After Actionm Report,

TO 3 The Adiutant General, Washington, 75, ¢, (tirou, K chanels)

3 In ocompliance with AR 545-105, Chanre

3, the following after-action
report is subomitted for th- '

month of October, 1va4,
Sunday 1 ‘Qotober 1944,

The battalion wee «+i])
the fromt limes was comparati
being the chief type used,

in a defensivec position (see overl
vely lirht, with shells of

) _ Higher headquarters had corc
for the withdrawal of the Division to a new defensive no

* smd south through Valhey. Adoptior of tnis plan hinged on our presert positionm
becaming untemable. The battalion 3-3, S-2, and I & R platoor left at 0600 this
ROrmimg to reconnoiter their new defensive lire. The “roup returned st 0900,

ard overlays of the battalions? proposed defensive plan wvere submittes to Combpat
.Command "3." The remainder of the day passed quietly.

ay). Shelliny of
105 calibre or larger
eived a plan wnich called
tition Zenerally aorth

Morday 2 October 1944,

Eaemy activity consisted of ap eleven
the second platoon of Campany "2" gt 0500,
" ememy immedietely placed a heavy artillery »
dicated the patrol was working on a prearran
positions by fire and the: bring
disclosed. Intermittent shelling
orders were received from Sory

man patrol, vhich anpeared ovposite
The patrol was driver of7, and the
frrage on the position, Thie in-
£ed plan to have us disclose our
their artillery to bear on thep ositions thus
contiued durir~ the deye At =zuout 2200,

at Command "B" to at.acl: the next ~ornin-,

Tuesday 3 October 1944, !

These orders were changed at :iUO to have three, rlatoon-strensth p.trols
move out and seize three high points disi-nated

as nJ’n‘nK,u and " M (see overlay);
These patrols moved out at 1200, MBM ang now company's patrols reached "R'e"
objective, point "g " Fere they were taken under direct fire from "gign onjective,
- poirt"L," and were unable to move forwar-<. The platoon from Company "A" could

not reach it's objective, poinmt "E," bzcause of heavy fire hein- delivered from
that point. Ever: ' -awamaut

o7 all three patrols was 7isible to the enery and
brought immediasce fire. '

A ql-b

In view of the unfavorable positioms ¢~ ¢

hold their presext vositions Until darkness end then -ithdraw to their ori-inal

limes. This was accomnlisheq vy 2230, Total casualties were one dead, one

-missing and twenty-one cracuzted. 1o esbtimation could e made of the loscer in-
flicted on the sne.y. ,

he patrols, they were ordered to

Wednesday 4 QOctober 1944,

Enemy activity was confined to internittent shellins of our front line . ;7
positions. At 1715, g grouvp of temn “riendl: rlares crrri=3 out » bomblrr anAd
strafinzg mi~sion on an area east of o

ur lines. Jgreat clouds of tlack soke arose

1w
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from their tar-et area =, ver the nission wes cc™nleted, a Mlutoon o7 4,2
chemical mortars wng assi'med to Suiport us, in aiitior to The 10th prvored
Infantry Battalion on our left,

Thursday 5 October 1944,

Durine the early moraing hours, an enery nntrol of arnoroxizately 7 fLsen
mer attempted to infiltrate at the Junction of Coupary "A," ang the secoms rlatcon
of "B" Compamy, The patrol was drive- Off itk s=all arms and artillery fire,

Two dead germars were found at fipst licht, and blooc L2 the vieivit, inticates
Several enemy wounccl ... ;otler away. One man i: "o Cowary hagd eer 111 g,
Ween che patrol withdrew, an artillery barraze was lmedistely placec on our
pesitions,

< About 0900, Company "A"™ reported a haystack to th-ir froat arairst which
+50 ¢ libre bullets wire ineffective, The 2.2 rortar -latoon tratk-ted the
haystaglk with;HP but coull not set it afire, An 1’=10 vas broucht Un and ssan

?laced two roum-s completely'through the ter-et, 1o fremy acTivity was otserves
during the fire,

Word was received that the 26th Infahtry Zivision was on ite walr up to
reliere our Division, At 1230, sbhout O%e hundred rounds of 15C=-rp enemy courter
battery fire fell on the field arvillery batialion two hundred ards west of the
battalion Cormend Post,

Friday 6 Qctober 1944,

Plans were perfecteq Jurin- the “orvive for the e¥rested relief., 4+

the C.C. of the 2nq Zn, 104th Infarntry Rerivert, arrived at the Zattalion
-Post, &Eis company cormander: grrived shortly therezrter, The ¢, 0., stuff, -
Company cammanders were taken +o our fromt lire, and ovr “efensive dispociti --
were pointed out o- the round. The relievi e wnite +or o gds their “ant:ti--e
dispositicms, ang while the heavy rearons C-mpany connsrder recon-oited Tor
fire positions, the rewair ap of She ~roup returned to the tetiolion comond
post,

At 1830, crpany guiles from our unit met the incorine triops at Arracour
erd directed them Porwari., 1t the frort line, our COmpary commanders were vt
L]
o

with platoon guides, _. . tlo relievin: units vere led ivto threir positi e,
This was completed Ly 2000,

The plan now called for us %o pex-in vith the new -nit for -.
hourss The 22th hag rot reen colat Jet, and 1% vus 2:lt that cur
aid in steadying the new trocpe, ~oreover, L sur own experience in
we krew the Zermans invariaily sttacked wher they knmeir - relief we-
hoping to hit a unit before it was full orgsnized cefensivel-,

o .

oo

ormacg:,

iz froirecs,

Saturday 7 October 1544,

At 0330, every mam “h +ie relievirs unit raq coapletely dur inm, At - ¢,
all of our vehicles were vithdrawn to a vehicular azerly area in the icirig,,
of the battalion co mand DOTT. AT 1820, the 0,0. issued his withirawal or-er +o
the assembled company commanders. It calles for & retro:rais r overen=- 5, ~1-~ ons
to the vehicular asseabl:” area vhen dar rase mes car ~lete, L sl :
vehicul gr astemoly area »latcon leaders vo:14 rerort Tc the -3
far route instructions., The I & R Platcon morved out st 177 - T
ar & subdivide the new birouse area ik the vicizity of S:rres,
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% Battalio- Headquart4 } mimus the C.0., 8-3, and Comn, _
' moved out at 1850, The ramaimder of the battall om reported by platooms to the
oommand ppst and was dispatched at tem-minute imtervals umtil the eatire battalion
had leff, At 2230, the Ce0e, S-3, and Communicatioms Section closed out the old
C.P. amd moved to Serres,

[}

The relief h.d worked smoothly amd quietly.

8 to 31 Ootober 1944, . -

Durinz this period the battaliom was at’ firat in Corps Ressrve and them in
a "rest period." No comtact or actiom with the ememy waz made . Om Ootober 20th
the battalion moved to Drouville amd set up im aad around the tows. It remained
here through October 31st, I'othing of teotioal importamce occcurred during this
period, o :

:W 4 W
ALFRED A, MAYBACH,
Lt Col, 51st Armd Inf Bm,

Commanding.

5 Imclsy
l, Unit diary, 1 Oct 44 to 15 Oot 44,
2 Unit diary, 16 Oct 44 to 31 Qot 44,
3¢ 8-2 Journal, 1 Oct 44 to 7 Qct 44.
4. 8-3 Journal, Octuuer, 1944, " '
5 Operatiomal Overlay, 1 Oct 44 to 7 Oct 44,

.cations geotiom, . -,
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% : ' 88 JOUREAL - - . 0
" genday 1 Ooteber 1944, : X -~ Y?
: i e
Positious remeime’ the same, Buemy patrels were astive éuring the night,
braiting units So relieve us am our pesisim, Friedly patrel frem 346k Dagineers

reported Sois Defoerasse olear of exemy. Mmewy in Bures, aad Momseurs, ;
Artillery was Wwrought en tham. ' i

ot b I s s
S

Neadey § Ostober 1964 . » - R
Priemdly units ceming wp em eur’seuth, 79k Infeatry pivisien reperted %o

our southwest, 108th Ry reperted to bo in Beusement, 2ad Gavalry »

%0 bo in Bathelmont, rd Fleld Artillery aetively suppersing owr ons o

Baeaay reckets rwdhcw'c'm'nmmbtu-d‘q‘m.
: offensive cperation against the cmemy, 79%h Infentry Division clearing the
Forest de Parroy %o our seuth, . )

'ruuq_s Ootober 1964,

fud Cavalry pushed patrols forward of cur fremt lianes at 08003, Ome platess
esch of Companies "A," "B," and "C" assigned missions of high ground %o thely
front. They are to move cut «t 1300B. Platosns meved out it were phuned dowm .
by artillery sad small arms fire. Baemy observation from hill ene end eno~half
Xilometers southeast of Reshieours was too good em cur advensing plabosmn, od
stopped tham near their ebjestives by ebserved direes fire frem 80's wnd 1
ramge maching gua fire, as well as srtillery fire. Ouwr patrela in iy :
erdered to remain in posttimm witil dark and rebwrs e thelyr Ir“.

] slear of enewps

A ot e
T my @?’2"“3 E VS e

Rockets tn .. Bw 3 Pantity
umz-’—. “'-::‘u e g:‘ Jinee 1 ¢ Ghvalry repetted eaeihelf ; ,
oast of H (1 and holding thelr pesition, 100tk Gevalry helding pecitiine .

im weods southenst of Hemantsil with 70Uk Jafentry Bivisien $o the south ou
right flemk, in She Prrest do Purrey. Tenld reperted iz vielaily west of

Wodnosday 4 Optober 1944,

Frieadly air astive-=dtrafing snd bauding of eneny installetions. Dosked
or smmwnition Bmp Mt east of ki1l 2717 Ne enemy advences. heny ond 94
artill ary sentinvede ) : ‘

. ghwredey § -Octeber 1944, ' T |
nemeined i defensive pesition US1146: Taeny und frienily eriilery e G i !
. lpwed. Meeny barrage inesked swt twe artillery ploses wif ene mnmpnition trelfes: {
3 of the 696%h Pield Artillery 300 yurds seuthwest of the SL3% Apwared Bifemtey. | i
: Pattalion commemd poste Cempeny *3°¢"area was shelled, Wb Riing bt f
sovers aa usual, Friendly alr astive ever ememy iines. 1000k QN
j' ‘Gavelry Squadrens elearing eut narthwest end Perest do ) b . ' !“
F aplf Feress éeo Parrvey. ra  reperted m G AP | | },
1. 4Bed Gavalry seading patrels ws fur eash a0 Purvey, W are z / {
{

' Lansive positions switing relief by B0k Infextey Sivisien, D Py
gx Iufantry Divisien arrived in early ovening. M@y wiillery lmfied love

i Sty eanmand pest during the nights

& g - A ‘/ . ‘* . . N i et
b, w " . Yeoa o . .- hel



irid_.; 20 Octoher 1544 1  Momday 30 October 1944,

Moved entire C1:5% .raored Infantry Battaliom frou ferres to Drouville Q022088
where the Battaliom command post was lecated, and the companies went into bivouas,
The Battalion remained in reserve in case of am ememy breskthrough oa the from$

lines,
*éé%‘/ﬂ Rocnr*ﬁm. '

Caps, Slst Armd Inf Bm,
8-3
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r { ’;)DEADQUAQTERS FIFTY FIRST ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION
i .

SUBJECTsy After Action Report.
ro t+ The Adjutant ‘‘eneral, Washington, D. . (THROUGH CHANNELS)

. Ir comnliance with AR 345-105, Change 3, the following after action
report is submicted for che month of November 1944.

1-8 lovember 1944,

During this period Lhe battalicn was in a res* period in Drouville. On
7 Yovenmber 1944 orders were received for an advance to the east, with Morhange
-as the r'irst objeotive and Bininz as the final objective. (For troop list and
order of march see attashed CCB orders dated 2 and 3 November) The plan was to
exoloit an initial breakthough by the 35th Division, which attacked 8 November 44,

9 Tnursday “ovember 1944,

Task “orce Maybach moved out from Drouville at 0515 along the designated route
(See overlav) Tirst enemy resistance was encountered one and one-half miles .
northeast of Jallaucourt in the form of antitank and automatiec weapons fire
from woods west of' the road, destroying an assault gun and a half~traek. The.:.
advance guard opened rire with machine guns and acsault guns., The tank plateon,
followed by a 1isuounted rlatoon from "A" Company, attacked and destroyed the
enemy antltank gun, and the coluan resuwed it's advance, In Orioecourt a reoad
block was ensounvered and tne head of the column came under artillery fires
The advance guard by-pasied the road block and succeeded in pushing threugh the "
town under cover of its own vehicular machine gun fire directed at the windews. s
Vest of Laneuyeville~en-Saulnois the advance cuard argain came under fire from

e wl omams e .

k two enem anti-tank guns, and a second assault gun was loste Machine gun fire -—
silenced one oI the anti~tank puns and the Zernuns abandoned the other, The <
column pushed on into town and took many prisoners. Coning over the hill nerth ~

of town the advance guard recdived both artillery and direet fire, but pushed on
and caotured two field pieces with their crews in the drawe. As the head of the
column cume over the ridge south of Fonteny it came under severe mortar fire and
also direct fire from several batteries of 88mm and 20mm antiaircraft artillery
on the high ground northeast of that town, knocking out the third assault gun

and eight halr-tracks. "C" Campany of the 37th Tank Battalion launched an attack
on Fonteny at 1445, but bor-ed down in the -0t ground and became ‘an easy prey

to the Jerman dual purpose suns. The battalion vent irto vosition on the rever-
se slops for the night, after making an o posed advance that day of about four
and a 0h#l: miles, und capturing 9 guns, ¢ vehicles, and 57 prisoners. Total
casualties were 14 killed and 84 evacuated; three assault guns and ten half-traeks
were lost. Troops of the 55th Division, following in our zone of advanse, sup=-
tured 450 oriscners, ineluding a complete battery of field artillery,.

10 Friday November 19%4,

One enemy patrol was driven back during the night. Throuzh the night and
this day the forwaru positions recejved rire from enemy artillery, mortars,

craft an: rocket vroje -k,”'w eyt g n was ordered to hold, '
v#g'f'e { X N Ee enemy gosition, (The 7f
0

he nor column was to swinf#

e e bl - i. . e e s o oo et
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north column, howevel , was held up that day by stiff ¢  osition in the Ffcis
de Serres.) Panther tanks appeared in the Fontery area and on the ridze to
the west. An infantrv bazooke tesm vas unsuccessful, but tank uectroyers rove
the enemy tankes back to cover. Infantry of the 35th Divirficn came up to extend
our flanks. Meanwhile the enemy infiltrated into Viviers, temsorurily cutting
of f the north column. The 35th Division moved to attack Vivieres on the left and
the west edre of the Forest of Chateau Salins on the rirhte, The vattalion main-
tained the same nositions for the nights Durine this day the wupportin; artill=-
ery fired on the suspected enemy antiaircraft positionc rom 5-2 map duta, sirce
direct observation was impossible.

11 Saturday LNovember 1944,

Sporadio nrtilleryvand mortar fire fell on our positions during tne night
and morning. CCB ordered the column to take Oron and secure its anproaches
while the north column passed through to the east. The battalion comrancer guve

‘orders for the colurmn to move out on the original route to Cron, this time with

"C" Company in the lead, and "F" Troop (light tanks) ot the 25th Cavalry replzced
the attached mediuwm tank cumpany. The head o' the column moved cut at 1445;

and, as it came over the ridge south of Fonteny it again came under intense fire.
An enemy tank in Fontenyg knocked out the leading half-track at the edre of town,
and the forward vart of the colunh, thus brourht to a halt, was subjected to
observed enemy mortar fire on *he crest and north slope ot the hill, The battalior
comander and tli cwwesander of the supporting artillery battalion were wortally
wounded, snd many other casualties were suilereds "C" Company dismounted and,

in conjunction with two coumpanies of the 2nd 3Zattalion, 134th Infantry Hegiaent,
attacked Fonteny on foot. 3By dark they had cleared the southern nalf of town,
and they went into position there.

\

12 Sunday November 1944, ' .

Up" Proop, 25th Cavalry, was replaced by two light tank platoons of "D"
Companv, 35th “fank Battalion, and the 2nd Pn., 137th Infantry, joined the coluan.
The three infantry companies in Fonteny cleared the town by 1000, and "C"
Company's vehicles were bronght forward. Meanwhile the Forest of Chateau Salins,
from which mueh of our previous opposition had come, was repvorted clesred oy the
35th Division on opr right. The Fonteny bridge was found prerared for demolition,
and our engineers cleared it. The column moved alon~r the desirnated route to
Oron without opposition. Orders were received to continue to Chuteau-irehnain
via the southern routej snd, since this route was believed imnassable, permission
was asked and granted to use the northern route ( see overlay)s The column moved
out without opposition, but was halted just before dark oy a destroyed trid-e
north of Chateau Brehaine. "C" Company outposted & line around the oridge, wnich
was repaired by the engineers under cover of darkness, Some artillery and nortar

fire was received, but the night was :renerally quiet.

13 Nonday November 1944.

At 0715 the colunn moved out on the origiral route. A otlown-out cridge
southeast of Rrehain was repaired by the engineers. The road from Brehain to
Achain proved impassable because of mud. A new rouce was selected, leading back
to Chateau-Brehai.., south to the main Chateau-Salins-Baronville highway, and
thence northeast to Baronville., The column moved out on the new route, but was

77
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sto-ped just before o .« Ev mines at the cross roads % ..lés southwest of Sarone-
ville. Some artillery fire fell on the colurn at this point, and artillery
congentrations lanued in nearby areas. The bad weather, wrich continually nem-
pered our operations, was %t its worst, with rain, cold, and snow. 24 men were
evacuated with trosuuite tnis day.

14 Tuesday 14 Fovember 1944,

In the mornins the vehicles were extricated from the mud witn consicderabvle
dirficulty, en« che column had not moved very far before one of the leadinz light
tanks hit a mine. While this new mine field was being cleared, a platoon or
our attached light tanks, in a move to assist the 35th Division's attack on
Saronville, moved on to the ridge overlooking the town and encountered more mines.
The column was held up the rest of the day by mines, and was harassed by artillery
and direct fire. The attached tank destroyers knocked outv an enemy tank and a
self-propelled gun. The battalion assembled for the night southeast of laronville,
which had been taken by the 35th Division.

15 Wednesday November 1944,

The column moved out through Baronville with "3" Company in the lead and
proceeded east on the road passing north of Liorhange, which was being attacked
from the southeast by the 35th Division. As the c¢.lumn moved alonz the ridge
north of Morhange it was slowed up by artillery and anti-tank fire from the ciree=
tion of Harprich. "B" Company attacked ana took Tie Lorraine (Bellevue), taking
18 prisoners, and round the roads across the railroad were blocked. "R" {ompany
outposted this town alon; che railroad track, tyinz in on both flanks with elements
of the 35th Divisiocn, which had taken lorhange. The rest of the battalion went
into position along the ridge north of Korhanre. Considerable artillery rire
was received, and some of it which struck near the railroad was from the 35th
Division artillery. Continuing bad weather raised the toll of frostbite cases
to 45 this day.,

16 Thursday November 1944,

Orders were re¢teived from CCB to remain in positicn in the Morhance area.
"A" Company was moved to the east edge of Morhance. artillery fire was received,
ohiefly in "B" Company's positions. (therwise there was no enemy action, and
casualties were light,

17 Priday November 195944,

Early in the afternoon the battalion was ordered back to ‘ezange-la-grainde
for regrouping. The battalion, less "R" Company, moved out at 1530 and arrived
in assembly area at 2300, "B" Company moved out under cover of darkness and

arrived at 0200,

18 Saturday lovemre- 1544,

The battalion was assigned to Reserve Command and spent the day in renabil-
itation at BSezanve-la-vrande. "C" Company took over bridge ruard in Vie-sur-
Seille and Moyenvic,




19 Sunday November { 1, °® , : L

+ The battalion was attached to the 26th Division. Leaving one platoon ef
"C" Company on bridge zuard, the battalion moved out at 1300, was pieked up at
‘oyenvic by a 26th Division limaison officer, and proceeded through the Ferest of
Bride and Koecking, assembling at 1630 about two miles north of Kerprieh~-les-
Dieuze. The battalion was attached to the 4rd “attalion, 328th Infantry Regiment,
"B" Company moved to the south edge of the woods to cover that unit's right flanke.
The battalion was to attack Disuze in conjunction with 3/128 the next day (ses
8-3 Periodic Report, 328th Infantry, 200900 Nov 44, attached), The battalions
were to attack ahreant, 518t on the kight; with the boundary following the read
from Kerprioch-les-Dieuze to Dieuze. The attack was to start at 1000, the line
of departure running east and west through Kerprich-les-Diouzo. The order was
issued at 2300.

L3

20 Monday liovember 1944,

During the nirht considerable enemy traffic was-reported on the Dieuze-
Terzaville road, but the strength of the enemy ir Dieuze was unknown. After a
fifteen-minute artillery preparation on Dieuze, the battalion jumped off short=-
ly after 1000 in column of companies, with "R" leading and "C" in reserve.

The 2nd Cavalry's light tank troop moved east from Mulcey and delivered sucport-
ing fire on the approaches to Dieuze. As "B" Company moved into town abreast of
the 328th, "A" Company swung right and moved into the south part of town. It was
found that the enemy had withdrawn, and the town was completely oscupied by 1200,
with ro onposition excepl for a few rounds of artillery, which was sileneed by
counterbattery. "A" and "B" Companies thoroughly searched the town; and,when

the 3rd Battalion, 328th Infantry moved on to Vergaville, "A" and "B" companies
vutposted the entire town, with "C" in reserve at Kerprich~les-Dieuze. CCB
noved through town headlnr northeast late in the afternoon, and halted just be-
rfore dark.

2l Tuesday Noveuber 1944,

The hattalion reverted to Reserve Cormand and remained in position all day.

22 Wecinesday November 1944,

The battali~v =25 actached to CCA, but received no orders to move.

23 Tnursday November 1944,

The battalion remained in position awaiting orders. The platoon of "C"
comnrany whicn had been on bridge guard reverted to battalion control.

24 Friday November 1944,

"o Company moved out at 1530 with orders to assist CCB in its Sarre River
bridgehead. "C" company joined a company of the 35th Tank Battalion nerth of
Zomianze ané oroceeded east on the main road to outpost the woods west of Fene-
trane ror CCB. The rest of the battalion was alerted to move the next day,
with "A" Company in the south column of CCA and the remainder of the battalion
in the north column of CCB. !
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25 Saturday Hovember .u44.

A channe of or crs at 0700 directed the battalion (less "g" Company) to
7ove at once to the assistance of CC"B". The battalion proceeded to a vehieular
assembly area west or Fenetrance. Qrders were received to dismount and go into
'position on the high ground east of Fenetrange in rear of the 8th Tank Battalion
as supnort for ithe 53r4g Armored Infantry Battalion, The battalion moved out
#ith "B" Caupany luad¢ng, c¢rossed the Sarre bridge under intermittent shellfire,
and was mov'ng toward the new position when another change of orders arrived,
The battalion vas reagsigned to £CYB" as part of a task force under the sommander
of the &th Tank Battalion, The 518t was to move on foot, supported by the tanks,
east to Postroff and then north to Wolfskirchen. As the battalion noved to join
the tanks, a new change of orders canme, directing an attack on the Bois de L'Isch,
The companies moved back behind the high ground; and, after a ten-minute artillery
oreparation,jumped off at 1520, with "p" Conpany leading, Enemy artillery fire
was heavy all the way, and tree bursts in the Bois de L'Isch caused Sseveral
casualties, At the edre of the woods "A" Company moved up on "B" Company's
right flank, After advancing through the lower halr of the woods, both companies
dug ine Three German light antisircraft guns were knocked out in the course of
the attack. Heanwhile Company "C" commenced an attack on Niederstinzel, en-
countering onposition at the south edge of town at 1000, They received heavy
artillery rire, and, after bitter fighting in which 5 German machine guns were
knocked out, the company received orders at 1400 to withdraw to the high ground .
southwest of town,. They were to revert to battalion control next morning. A
total of 22 prisoners was taken this day, and enemy dead were estimated at 17,
The battalion lost 4 killed and 8 wounded.,

26 Sunday Novenber 1944,

At 0100 one of our ration varties was fired on without challenging by an
outvost of the 33rd Armored Inrantry Rattalion at the edge of the woods; one
man was killed and one wounded. During the night the forward elements re-
ceived small arms and artillery fire from the northeast. At 0800, "g" Company
started to infiltrate to the north edge of the woods, the first elements reach-
ing that point at 0830 without orposition. Both camranies moved forward and
dug in on the noreu vage of the woods. "M Coampany reverted to battalion con-
trol and went into reserve :n the southwest part of the Bois de L'Ise¢h. A
"C" Company patrol went to the bridge east of Niederstinzel, found it was des-
troyed, and returned with 6 prisoners, Just after dark, an enemy demolition
oparty tried to reach the bridge in fromt of "B" Company, but our outpost drove
it away with hund grenades. Sporadic artillery fire fell in the woods during
the day. An attack was ordered toward wolfskirchen for the following day.

27 Yondav November 1914,

A’ter a quiet night, our artillery put down a prenaration on Wolfskirchen
at 0935, an at the same time smoked Diedendorf. The objective was the high
ground nortneast of folfskirchen, and the town itself was to be bypessed to
the east, unless fire received from town interfered with the advance. The
battalion wus ©o attack in column of companies, in the order "B," "C," and "A,"

moving out Iruni "B" com any's position and across the bridge over the Iseh River,

"D" Commany (lizht tanks), 8th Tank Battalion was to give suoporting fire from
ths north edge ol' the woods, and the balance of the 8th Tank Battalion was in
seneral suvvortse he leading elements moved out at 1010, and soon came under
small arns and machine gun iire from Wolfskirchen. "B" and "g" Companies were

then counmitted abreast, with "B" on the right, to take the town, with a medium
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tank company in suppo. .. By dark the town wns taken, Augh not camnletely
sleared, after stubborn resistance. The Germans foilowed their usual custam

of shelling the town before their own troops had completely evacuated it,

When the tOWD yag finally clesred, the eompanies outposted it for the night,
with "C" to the northwest, "B" to the northeast, and "A" to the south and

southeast. Evacuation of casualties that day was mostly by light tank. The
battalion vehicles moved up to an area northwest of Kirrburge

28 Tuesday November 19544,

The battalion was ordered to attack Burbach after the 71st Infantry Reg-
iment had cleared the Bois de Wolsthof on the rf:-ht. The wocds bein- cleared
out by noon, the attack began at 1215. Artillery preparation was omitted for
the sake of secrecy. A plutoon of "C" Comvany secured the hizh pround north-
east of Wolfskirchen, while the ma‘n body moved in column of conpanies, in the
order "A," "B," and "C," The axis of sdvance was east, then north, taking
all possible advantage of woods for concealment. The leadin-:elements entered
Burbach without opposition, but the enemy commenced an almost continuous shell=-
ing of the town. The compunies outpostec the town, and the vehicles were moved
te an area in and swuvh of olfskirchen. :

29 Wednesday November 1944.

The task force objective this day was Rimsdorf., A maneuverin- force,
consisting of "B" Company of the infantry mounted on "A" Company of the tanks
and preceded by a platoon of light tanks, was to make a reconnaissance in torce
northwest along the east edge of the Geisbusch, then northeast throurh the
Bannholz to determine the amount of opposition in Rimsdorf. If this was
successful, the balance of the task force was to move east and then north on
the main Eywiller-Rimsdorf ro:zd to take the objeciive., The reconnaissance in
forose moved out at first light; but when it topned the ridge south of RBuscher-
hof, extremely heavy artillery fire drove it back into defilade, Finally this
force was withdrawn, and the battalion went into position for the ni:ht, with
"C" Company northeast of town, "B" Company to the northwest, and a comnany of
tanks supporting each. The severe weather, ever-present mud, and the un-
precedented volume of enemy artillery concentrations had trought the men near
a state of exhaustion, Company strengths had dropped sharply, and antitank
platoons were being put into the line to bring effective strengths up to
seventy or eighty men per canpany.

30 Thursday lovember 1944,

Orders ware received to hold in the existins nositions until relieved
by the 1st Battalion, 10lst Infantry Regiment, and then to move into assembly
area prepared to attack Rimsdorf. When the relief was completed in the sfternoon,
"A" Company moved east and then nerth to tie in on the left flank of the 53rd
Armored Infantry Battalion on the reverse slove of hill 357, southeast of Rims-
dorf. "C" Compes., vacd in to the left and rear of "A," and "B" Company went
into reserve a mile to the south, [he move was made without ovpposition tefore
dark, and the men dug in. One tank company moved out to suprort us, ana the
other rémaired in nosition uritil the fiext morningts attack on Rimsdorf.
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APO 2384, Ue 8o Army

l-‘m& To : 30 Nev ¢4

¥OV, TIME
1-8 I remained in Drouville (Q 083088) ia Cerps Rsv.
Insert 1 I Order of Nereh,
!-0!'0” OI'D"I-QSM.“.
e Imsert 48  GU"B" Treep List 2 NWev. &4
| OB av gd (4/801, A0 PIS/M, PI4G/5T,00ry/285 armd PA, P1t 0/34, See G489,
Pis A/704, meved out of Dreuville.
0800 Adv gd eressed IP at Eseyville. “/ / o
' & m ;:7“». wn.%'). Bes V“'. %('). m(.). See C%.’,
28, /48, FIt 0/81),
0730 P Bys eressed IP.
0730 Adv Gd passed Menoel ~gur-Seille.
0800 Adv Gd passed Abemseurt-sur-fieille. A
0900 Adv Od passed Jallamseurt. Main bedy dslayed 1 mi NE Manhous while
ongrs reinfereed widge.
£ 0015 Pired em by em AT gum & MGS 1§ ni NE Jullansewrt; 1est.1 aseault gum
R and 1 AT half-trask. PIS A/B1, & Plt C/37 destroyed 1 em 75-mm AT gwm;
o oln noved e, o
: 1000 Wmseuntered read blesk amd arty fire in Orieussurs; by-passed read
G blesk to righs. ‘
- 1046 Bowvd AT fire west of Loneuveville-en-Saulneis; lest 1 assault gun, 1 half-
N track; silensed 2 en 78-wm AT guns with NG fire. -
k3 1330  Mevd a2ty fioediR of Lansuveville; captured 2 ea 105-um fleld pieces.
A 2145 Eead of adm stopped 8 of Pamteny Ly AL and mertar fire; lest several
half Srucks, 1 assamlt gum. '
100 Alr swppors .W ok ot QOT43320 and QO7ES13.
o 448 Temk attask Wy o Festeny was wasuseessful.
10 0800 :ﬁ Sarka rpid by A/ ‘n vie Viviers; baseska S~ made wnouwocessful
e 1000 TP dreve badk ¢ Paniher W of Pextemy. ,
1100 30k Div wavyd wp threwgh Lansuveville te extend cur flamds. @/37
¥ moved bask %o tas srea; replased by 7/25.
1 1448 Cluneved out oa eriginal revte, "C" Ge. lealing; stepped Wy mertar and
v direst fire § of Fenteuys 1 hplf-track less. :
2 1800 'c'o-.w-aa:mtrmﬁuu-u-rwtﬁu.
¥ 18 :z sad AAI/1ST started elesming out ¥ part of Femtemy. .
& 1900 ond ryt high gremd ¥R of Fenteny ¢loared.
. &m and 7 rpt Fenteny clowred.
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Olm mv. ¢ of Orem,

Stepped by destreyed tridge ¥ of Ohateau Brehain; ¢/¥1 ewtpested )
bridge while engrs repaired is.

Clm nvd out, "B" Gov leading: revd arsy fires
8%epped by blewm Widge W of Brehaing engrs repaired is,
Ol mrd X throwgh Bredein; revd small arms fire. '
Impassable read fer rerouting elm, bask Shreugh Chatesm rehaina.
Head of alm reashed Qhatesu Brehain.

stepped by mines and rovd arty fire a8 148361; engrs cleared
asgembled for night.
out Sowmrd Baroaville. ‘
nings W of Baremville. Lest 3 1t tks.
e fren £ en tanks Q196580,

I H
iir
Y

4 wp

Gla supperted by fire 38 Div's attask e Barenville; olm held wp
by wines fer balames of day. : .

Axn meved eut Soward Iaronville, "B Oe leading.

Heoad d:hmull of Norhange, revd dirett fire frem direstien
of Harprieh.

Mot resistanse at Tie Lerraine (Bellevue), "B" Ce eleared towm.

Qn stopped by bleeked RR crossings en NE odge of towms 51 eus-

posted Tie Lerraine and ridge X of Merhange,

Br remained in posn in Merhange ares.

=B) meved out fer Betange-la-Grande, stehd te Rev Cemd. .

81(-B) assemdled vic Besange-la-Orands.(3/8) mvd out after dark).

B/5 rejeimed ba,

0/B1 mvd eut to guard bridges at Vie-sw-Ssille and Neyemvie.

B’ asrd to 26th Div, meved out with "B" G lesding. (1% G/5l remaimed).
0lm met by 20th Div ln off at Meymmvic, :

Clm passed Wulsse. ‘ -
Bn avce=bled 2 mi N of Kerprioh~les-Dieuse.
Order 1ssusd for attaek em Dieuse im cemjumetiea with 3/338 Iaf,

Insert ¢41 3-3 Periedie Repert 728t. Inf 20 Wev &4,

Insert $8: Ba Orsl Order 191100‘,1‘0# 20 Nov 44,

0948
1000

1200

1300
1530

18-min arty preparation em Dieuse begane ‘ :

Bl and 3/328 begar sttask eu Dieuse; ne resistance was ensoustered
exoept artillery fire. ‘ .

Dieuse rptd empletely esesoupioed.

M reverted te Rev (mde Bituatien remained the sems.

S8ituation remained the same. Bm reverted te Co%A."

Situation remained the seme. \

En was alerted to meve with CC"A." . .

C/B1 maved out to assist 35th Tamk Em im atbask eu Eiederstinmzel.

Insert #6; Bu Oral Order Fer 25 Nov “.'

0700
0800
1000
1400
1520

Bu was ordered to move at emee te assist CO"B" vie Pemetrange.
51 started attack om Wiederatimzel.

C/B1 reaehed edge of Nederstinxel.

O/51 was erdered bask %e high greusd SW of Niederstimsel.

Ba started attask em Reis de L'Iseh. |

5~

W‘V
T




' liov

TIME

1 Y850 "A" & "L .es.dug im at Q BOT205. -

a7

0100 Ratiom pari aceidemtally fired on by 53 Inf eutpost.
0800 B/Bl started imfiltratimg merthwards.
0830 Lesding slus B/61 reashed ¥ cdge of Bels de L'Iseh; A/51 and B/81
movcd to N edge of weeds; C/61 rejoined bu and went into rsv at 4505255,
1200 C/51 semt patrol to eheek bridge at Q484298. _ .
1430 C/B1 patrol rptd bridge out, brought bask 6 Pws.
1800 En patrol drivea away frem bridge Qsoum.by 3/6l.

Insert §7; Bn Oral Order fer 27 Nov 4.,

AN

0935 Arty put dewn smeke em Diedenderf and HE en Wolfakirehem.

_1010 &1 supperted o~ 8 Tamk, Legan attask agaimst high greudd NE ef

Welfskirehem. "B Co, leading fellewed by "C" Ge.
1120 Assault eshelen was 300 ydx E of Sslfskirehen reesiving fire frem
Sewn; C and B/51 attasked Welfskirshem abrsast.
1226 B/81 rptd, moving threugh Welfskirehen, reseiving hvy arty from ¥.
G and B/5l were twe Shirds of way threugh town.
1438 Stiff opposition frem em NGs and baseskas was met near N edge of temm.
1800 wWelfskirehom was rptd cleared; A,5, and /81 eutposted temm.

Insert #8s ™ “ral Order For 28 Nev 44.

1215 A platocm of 0/51 sesured high greund ¥R of Welfskirchem.

1230 Ban. meved im erder A,B, and C to take Burbash,

1530 A Qe. entered Burbash without eppesitiem, hvy em arty fire began
ea Aurbash, '

Insert $91 Bu Oral Order fer 29 Nov 44. [

0815 B/Bl mounted em A/8, supported by plat D/8, plat/704, and AG plat/8,

moved out -om ren missn towards Rimsdorf.

1400 Ren fores, after meeting hvy arty fire, was erdered beek; 81 and 8
Seek defensive pesitiom X of Burdaeh. ‘

1400 Relief by 101 Inf started,

1430 A/5l meved cut fer assembly ares em Rill 387,

1800 1B/51 meved 0%t fer assembly area SW of Thal-pres-Drulimgem.

1530 Q/61 moved cut for assembly area em Hill $87.

1730 All ees. in posn. prepared fer sttask en Rimsderf.

- Insert $10: COB erder Fer 30 Nov 44.

Iilc't #11: Bn Oral Order Fer 1 Dee 44.
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Al Uatisttd cleTY r1uaoT aldOhey INrANTRY BATTALION
AL 254, U, 5, ARKY
SUBJECT: .iter icliun recoort,
I\¢] i ™e adjutant ieneral, vashington, b, C. ( THiOUGH CHANNELS).

1n compli mee vAth ikt 3L5-105, Change 3, the following after-action report
i5 subritted for the month o1 Jecember 194k,

Friday 1 December 194l.

Supported by Company "C," Bth Tank Battalion, and in conjunction with a 10
minute artillery vreparation, the battalion jumped orf in attack on imsdorf at
0800 in column of companies according to nlan(see Battalion Urder for 1 Dec Ll).
The enemy threw heavy concentrations of artillery in our zone of advance. "B"
Company, ridirng the tanks, movedin quickly under the barrage and entered Rims-~
dorf vitnin 20 minutes vithout casualties, but "A" Company, following on foot,
sutfered considerable casualties from artillery during the advance, especially
in crossing the road southeast from \imsdorf., The towm was then cleaned out
from east o west, vwith A" Company moving on the lett, and "B on the right.
Unly lipght o)position wazs met, but the enemy started vouring artillery concen-
trations into the town. The companies then moved out to secure the ground north
and east ol wmimsdort, and by1100 they had taken up 2 semicircular position around
the tovm, in the order "A,* "B," and "G" Companies from left to rignht, with the
tanks concentr:ted principally behind “B" and "C" Companies. At 1225 a short
and violent enemy artillery barrage on the town preceded a hail of direct fire
and a tank astack from the east. The battalion commander was wounded by a shell
4t this time. The enemy tank attack was pushed forward boldly in estimated
battalion strengthe. The excellent positions and alertness of our tank company,
however, and the spcedy adjustment of our artillery resulted in the complete re-
nulse of the attack. U enemy tanks were knocked out, including the command
tanks of two company commanders, who were captured, 4 "C" Company patrol, sent
out to locate th.: enemy tanks, encountered severe artillery fire and returned
without making enemy contact. A "B" Company patrol was sent out along the north
west edge of the Faessbusch, and two "C" Company patrols weie sent along the south
edge of the sume w.ods, all with the mission of contacting friendly troops
surrosed to be on our right(namely the 10th Armored Infantry Battalion.and 35th
Tank Battalion,); but all three patrols returned without making friendly contact,
That afternoon a German scout Car ventured near nBn Company's position and was
knocked out by machine gun tire, Heavy shelling continued on the town and our
vositions through the afternocn and night, Preparations were made to continue
on the mission of securing the high ground in the vicinity of Schlosshof Farm the
nevt daye. '

Laturday 2 December 19hh.

n enemy patro}l attempting to infiltrate "B' Company's lines early in the
mernine vos reoulsed with heavy enemy losses. “+ 09¢:0, "A" and "C" Companies
roved out abreast, with "A"™ on the left, through ng" Company's positions in the
att1ck on schlosshof Farm (See Battalicn Urder for 2 December 1944). Enemy ma-
chine qun and amull arms fire was encountered almost immediately, but four 1light
tanks from "D," Company, 8th Tank Battalion, came up along the edge of the woods
and helped the companies to overcome the resistance and push on., Enemy artillery
fire fell in the entire zone of advance, and almost every shell was a tree burst.
Passing “hrough the sparsely-wooded bottleneck between the Freywald and the Neuwald
a1t 101? VIS harticularly costly due to the enemy's direct observation dovn the
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cldw y ot oof Lhe utle (5 consi ar bl nocket nemy re istancz in the

ITsanhanl 2 el s by- ~sed oy our tiitalion on the ri_ ¢ and tih~ 101st Infantry
oot o e 1ot this A9 N0t requced hy the 101 s+ until the followinsz day).,

fﬁ‘ ivnce confinusd ontil the conpmies hiltea . noon near the north edge of

S me sit Tor our bernks to cume un according to nlan, An observer at
“ o Saw 9 enermy tunks in the vicinity of 3chlosshof Farm
ort vz callad for, and two air a*ttacks drove the enemy
iche Lurin: this time the right flank of ngn Company was
frowm the north slove of scindlsverg Hill, and some direct
fire wis reasivegd the south esst, g sompany, 8th Tank Battalicn, came up
Lens he o5t sg s 57 bhe seuwald and crossed the Sarre-Union Domfessel road,
e two rifle commonics Jumped orf at 1415 and followed the tanks in the assault
on scnlosshot’ Ffarm, which was burning from our tank fire, Heavy ~-liber enemy
5121ls fell on the navaneing riflemen, but by 1442 the companies had taken the
objestive nd started to dig in on the high ground, Several German prisoners were
taken fro: the blazing farm and nearby nositions, Bn Company was ordered up to
nositions alons the east edze of the Neuwald, and by dark was tied in vith agn
semrany's richt flank, That evening “A" Company estiblished contact with the 101st
Intantry on the left, 4drtillery fire continued to fall on all forward positions
and on imsdort.,  all suprly and evacuation had to be handled by light tank, due
te terr.in conditions, -

MUor maehine mn

suncay 3 Lecanber 194,

Lurint the nicht o »#gn Company outpost of 4 men in the south .estcorner of
the Burbasch 5 cantured by the enemy. Orders were issued for a projected move-
rent to the hizh ground 1 Km south rest of Voelleordingen; but this move being
c.ntinzent orn a turther advance of the 10l1st Invantry on our left, the battalion
remained in ~osition all day. iitempts by enemy tanks to »ush out from the
Jrbusch vere rerulssd by our tanks, mnemy artillery continued active,

sonday 4 Decanber 19!,

fhe bavtalion remained in nosition all day avaiting orders., The 10th Armored
In" ntry Ssttalicn and the 5th Tank Battalion passed throush our nositions in an
attuck cn Voellerdinzen, A Company extended its left flank to tie in with the
Lst B3attilion, lolst Infantry, and wBn Company maintained contact by patrol with

the “3rd irored infantry Battalion on the right.

fuesday » Lecenber 1yil,

[

Durin:; he morn‘ng tne vchicles were brought up in anticipation of the ex-
vecied relief o the battalion, however, at noon the battalion was attachea to
SDU'AY ana oraered to .ount up and move northeast through Domfessel to support the
37th Pank Ra~talion, which had oroken through to a point southwest of Dehlingen,
At 10 e brttidion started movingz, and passed through Domfessel, crossed the
wicrnnly wo-vissed venlingen (still crieny occunied) to the west, continued north
2o est to occupy ocamittviller witnout resist .nce, vnly 3 rounds of artillery
W received rom e enamy., e bzttalion outnosted Schmittviller for the night.

¢ 225day © Decamber L.
AL CT00 the cunpanies moved out with the tanks for the attack on Bining and
chrbach a

. nly tull tracked vehicles could raneuver, even on trails, In soite of

N arncentratt » o7 snmoke on Sinzlins, however, heavy enemy fire from that

nt ocaaThtosur ottackine lorces in the left f1mk, :ind the tank commander decided

WWoadter tis olon o to ollmin Lo tais resistance, ilthoucth Sinzling was out of our

T ne of 1ivznée, Sormiut Joriind R a5 too far v oing to deal with it, Therefore
: the taks of "B of the 37th, w s diverted to

TRy o Sovvany o the -lst, moontad on

atrodine w0 o lan (see Battalion Urder for December 194)1), The mud was
:
N




take 3ingling, after ’J\Itillery and smoke prepiratic  “‘hese companies azzzult-
ed the town in the fac. ._. powerful and stubborn resis. ._: at 1030. At least

3 enemy tanks and 5 assault guns vere seen and enemy infantry was estimated at

two companies, - By 130C the town was cleared except for the extreme western -or-
tion. ULur tanks had destroyed one assault gun, and an infantry bazooka veam nhzd
damaged another so budly it had %o be towed out; over o0 prisoners we:re taken,

and the enemy armor was driven out of town. Later in the afternoon Combat Command
"B" arrived, and completed the relief of the two "Bn® companies between 1o3u and
1730. During this action man Company of the 51st with "A" of the 37th, held
their position west of Bining under heavy artillery and direct fire, until a
battalion of the 328th Infantry came up from the south and entered Bining, At
dark both "A" and "B" Companies were ordered back to Schmittviller, vhile ngn
Company remained in position for the night northeast of Schmittviller, The

three comp-nies vwere gravely depleted in strength, and the men were nearly worn

out,

Thursday 7 December 191y,

The battalion remained in position all day, waiting for relief by elements
of the 12th Armored Division. After dark, "C" Company vias ordered back to Schmit-

tviller,

Friday 8 December 19.l.

At 0130 the battalion moved out for an initial assembly area southwest of
Rimsdorf, arriving there at OL30. The column moved out again at 0730 and reach-
ed a rear assembly area in Bidestroff at 1215,

Saturday 9 December to lkonday 18 December 19lJ;,

The battalion remained in rear assembly area for reorganization and re-
habilitation, A move was made 11 December to Jueblange-les-Dicu.e =nd Gelucourt.
The battalion was alerted 18 December to patrol the area against enemy paratroopers
who were revorted to have been Gropped in the woods west of Nancy, but this re-
port proved to be unfounded., That night, however, the brief renabilit:ticn ser-
iod was abruptly cut short by a warning order alerting the battalicn for moverent
at one hour's notice,

Tuesday 19 December 19Ll.

At 0300 orders vere received from Combat Command "A" to move to an assembly
area south of Longwy, near the Belgian frontier in the 1st Army zone(see CC"AM
March Order, 18 December 19LL). At 0830 the battalion moved out according to
plan (see Battalion March Urder 19 December 19.),) and reached Trieux at 1030
where it assembled and awaited further orders, On order fr.m Co-bat Command "AY
the battalion meved out at 1930 and assembled for the night at 0125 in Clemency,
Luxembourg, The weather was bitter cold, and continued so throughout the en-

suing operation,

1

Yednesday 20 December 19Lk,

Local police and civilian volunteers patrolled the streets of Zlemency, due
to reports of German Paratroopers in the areaj; but the night passed without in-
cident, In the morning considerable refugee traffic flowed into town from the
north, Shortly after n on orders were received to move to sloncelange, but a
change of orders five mimites later altered the destination to Toernich, The
battalion moved out at 1330 and was outposting Toernich by 1535, At 1loCO orcers
were received to send a task force to block roads north anc northe:st of Arlon
(see Battalion Urder, 1ol5, 20 December 194L). "Gw Company and a reconnaissance
section moved out at once, under command of Captain Rockefeller, vicked up the

5 23
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35th Tank Battalion's a ult qun ;latoon uat Arlon, and  ‘ned "D Company of the
35th north of tomn, Roaus to the north and northeast of .'lon were outposted and
Patrols were set up between them, Three double road blocks were nrepared but not
actually put in position, since troops of the 26th Division were known 10 be out
in front of them, These di spositions were completed before midnight,

Thursday 21 December 194,

Early in the afternoon orders were received to assamble a task force in
Toernich under command of kajor ilanis, and to move after dark to an 113sambly area
north of Arlon, prepared to advance northward to the relief of the 101st Airborne
Division and other elements cut off in Bastogne by the German counter-offensive,
Task Force Alanis, consisting of the 51st (less "C" Company) reinforced by a -ank
company, tank destroyer company, and engineer company, with the 274th Anmored Field
Aitiltgry Battalion in support, moved out at 1800 and .ent into assembly in T ttert
at 2040,

Friday 22 December 194k,

At 0515 the column moved out of Tattert, and at O7L5 Combat Command "A" broke
radio silence. A heavy mist rendered visibility very poor even after daybreik. At
0800, when the advance guard was about a mile north of Heinstert, un uniden-ified
aircraft, believed to be a "V-1," flew low over the column from tne north, Frogress
was slow, due to close reconnaissance by the cavalry in front, 4t (930 an impass-
able road crater was remorted 2 lkm west of rerle, and the engineers sturted to
bridge it. The cavolry, meanwhile revorted iortel.nge occupied by the enemy., Com-
bat Command "A" ordered Task Force Lden diverted to the route of the west column,
and both columns halted just short of the crossroads four km south of sartelange,
Shortly after noon the other column moved forward to occupy the high ground north of
Perle without ovposition, and took up nositions to surrort the atvtack on kartelanje
by fire, At 1330 "A" Company, supuvorted by a tank platoon, started the a.tack of
Martelange on foot, and within half an hour had occupied the w:stern portiovn of naut-
kartelange vithout resistance, #3m Company then moved forward on the luf't vith
another nlatoon of tanks, and was near the center of town when considerable srall
arms and bazooka fire was received from the buildings on the west side. =2i:ter
street fighting continued all afternoon in the center of town, znd one lato.n of
"B" Company w.s pinned dovn on the embankment just west of the highway o, raxing
machine gun fire from a group of buildings above. artillery fire was placed on the
west side of tovn and some of the houses caught fire, but the resistance contirued,
Bright moonlight and new-fallen snow made any movement in the oven an easy tzrget
for the enemy's automatic wespons. ™With the aid of two tanks, however, an a-.tack
was made at 1800 whi¢h wiped out the enemy pocket, by CLOO 23 December. #A" and
"B" Companies continued tc fight their way toward the bank of the river Sure.

Saturday 23 December 19l,

By OL30 kartelange was cleared of enemy up to the river bank., The brizge on
the main Bzstogne Highway w.s found conpletely demolished, but the hridge on the
Radelange road, although vartially destroyed, proved to be passable for fo:ct trccos,
At 0300 "A" Company started across the bridge and by 0500 had secured the hizh
ground to the northwest without opoosition, permitting corps engineers to cezin
bridging the river for vehicular traffic., 4t 1430 the bridge was comrleted, and Twsk
Force CUden moved across the river and north on the Bastogne highway, vith Task Force
Alanis following in suoport., Part of #C" Company, riding the lead tanks of Task
Force Cden, suffered several casualties from enemy 20mm fire a nile north of Lartel-
ange at 1600, This fire was silenced and the column continued on, but near ¥arnmach
stiffer opposition was encountered. While the tanks moved “rest off the road and
advanced to the northwest, "C* Comp.ny moved along the highway and lost two half-
tracks from enemy antitank fire southwest of Warnach, A platoon of gt Company,
supported by four light tanks, w.s sent into Warnach and suffered severe casualties

bofore it was withdrawn, At 2030, "B" Company ..as mounted on the tanks of "Bn

n 24



Comuany of° tne 35th and, moving est off the road a mile northwest of Martelange,
To]lowcd in sioort of the tank battalion, auvancing by bounds from ridge to ridge
in a rorthuestorty cirect’on, itesistance in Varnach continued active, and it was
]fnvr-revoﬁled tn t the Termans had two battalions in the town -t this time, one
ot which .. & wLeing ithdrawm,

SN gy 20 Lecomber 19l

+ R} prg o are . - .
Gboun 3L vHY Sompany, mounted on tanks, moved east across the road to attack

Juroech, naoiias met st the outskirts of town by a hail of direct and small arms
Yire, Several nours of victer street fighting drove the enemy armor and infantry
inte the northern portion of town, where they defied efforts to dislodge them,
“Lowi0 it wis dectded to withdraw our small tank-infantry team slightly to the

rear o the church, in order to employ artillery fire safely, After this artillery
softening, the antack wis resumed and severe fighting continued through the day.

lri the course of this action our force took 135 prisoners; knocked out an assault
;i 2 aneored cars, and a truck; captured 3 vehicles and an antitank gun; and res-
~ied 3 men from "Gt Company and an engineer unit, who had been held prisoners by the
gerting,  kuch of the equipment used by the encmy wus american. By 1715 the last
ermns were clewred I'rom "jarnach, and an aitempted enemy counterattack from the woods
northe st of Lown vius reculsed by artillery fire, Lieanwhile "A" Comvany, with "C"
Sorpany of the 35th, hid woved out at noon to clear the woods north of Warnach,.

AUter tagdinc nony oriseners, "A' Conpeny reached the edse of the woods two kilometers
nortivest ot umeen by Lobb, and moved on to a osition just short of the lintange-
Strdnchmo s r0¢q for tn. niht, Durin: this time "C" Couwpany, attachad to "A"
Cospany o0 the 35th,  d¢voneed orn the other side of the highway, taking the Herren-
ber:s, the woods Lo bthe north, and the Bois de Morienal, and .ent into position on

’

AT Sonmpanyt's Letrt, " Sompany remained in “arnach, securing the tovn against
n

corsistent e an chterpts Lo infiltrata.

Londay 29 Decasiber 190,

Wb O the abtack w s resumed, with "G Company on the left of the highway
and "A" Company on the rigat, and "B" remaining in reserve at Warnach., ‘hile "A"
Sonpay of tre 35th tock supporting positions overlocking Strainchamps, "C" Com-—
pany sent ene o latoon to clear th:t town, From Strainchamps it was cossible to see
Aobat Commend MBM itacking to the north on the :lurnon-Chaumont koad, and it was
Also @ ossible to see the wag in rositions of an extunsive enemy vocket by-passed
b, Sonhat Sonmoand "3 sonthvest of liollinme =nd ocutside of our left boundary.
if'ter strainchamps was cledred without o position, the companies moved forward ab-
reast, "0 Company meb light resistance in the pitches of woods to the north, taking
+ few prisoners, and received mortar, rocket, and tank fire from the north, "A"
Comnany met heavy small ams fire in the north eage ot the Bois de kelch; and, ih
order to cermit then o agvence, the light tanks of +the 35th moved up on the Tef
and swent the .res with fire. at 1315 cur forward elements were attucked by Amer-
ican ¢ Lf's, .nd uhe resalting contusion delayed the advance considerably. By 1630
nCr Company, still cioported by #A't of the 35th, had advunced across difficult terrain
the tanks skiadine prec riously on the snow-covered slopes to high ground about five
huncred yards south or nollange, 4 'C" Company patrol was sent towazrd Hollange to
find out if the town wa. occuried oy the enemy, and at 1700 the patrol returned
sately and recorted craving enemy an Ll arms fire from the town., Iuring this operation
the mortar rlatocn, assault zun platoon, and su-porting artillery fired on the
enemy ~ocket across the rallroad tracks, "A' Company dug in on "C" Comvany's right,
and "N pomained in arrach,  Jince air reconnaissance indicated that Hollange was
held by th- cnemy in strength, heavy artillery concentrations were fired on it
during the night.
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ruesday 20 December l9hu{‘*‘ -

At CB0O one platoon of nwgn Company supported by two platoons of tanks from nan
Company of the 35th Tank Battalion began the attack as planned (see insert #16) on
5111 490 northeast of Hollange and at 0945 were Jjust south of the road running east
from the town to the highway, This force met heavy resistance in the form of artillery
fire from the northeast, direct fire from north and north west and small arms fire
from the town or ollange and requested air Support on that town and air observation
SN the area around Hill 490, Man Company continued the attack on the right of the
nishuay moving north to a position 500 yards north of Strainchamps-Honville Road
‘mnd received artillery fire, Tanks from "3 Company of the 35th Tank Battalion
noved un 2t 1015 to suvoort them. At 1100 "A" Company reached the reverse slope
of Hi1l )icO0 with left flank on highway and right.flank 1200 yards to the right.

This mevement brought wan Company abreast of ugn, wpBn Company remained in Warnach
‘n reserve, Air support searched areas north for reported enemy column but found

no trace of it, They did however locate enemy gun positions 000 yards north of
#ollange and attacked them at 1210. At 1400 one platoon of "G Company and 2
rlatoon of tinks ge‘ned their objective. They continued to receive small arms fire
frem nollange and cur artillery preparation began on that town at 1L25 lasting for
about 10 mirutes, As it lifted the remaining two platoons of nugn Company and a
rlatoon of tanks from myn Company 35th Tank Battalion moved in from the northeast

to attack and at 1730 the town was taken along with 174 P, w.'s ugn ang "A" company
rerained in this location for the night., "B" Company moved north and extended "A!sn
right flank to make contact with 3/318 Infantry which had taken Honville. Defensive
fires were planned for areus north of L3 grid line. 35th Tank Battalion consol-
idated with "A" and wG" on position,

Yednesday 27 Lecember 19L;.

At Cb00 "C" and "A" Companies moved north according to plan after an artillery
preparation on jux .ourchons and Sainlez and advanced 800 yards through woods meeting
lizht resistance., at C9LO nCn Company was held up by small arms fire from build-
ings on main road LOO yards west of Sainlez and called for tank support., A" @Gom-
pany halted in north edge of guxdbuchms and awaited the artillery preparation on
Sainlez, "B" Company roved at 1010 according to plan (see insert #17) to support
"A's" acttack on Sainlez., The tanks of the 35th Tank Battalion which supported "Gn
Sorpany fired on the buildings from which fire had come and "C" Company moved in
vle}ring the houses then moving north along this original axis of advance . At
1150 the artillery placed a large concentration on 3ainlez and as it was lifted mupn
Sompany using marching fire, moved in to attack the town, Several Germans in fox-
holes on the scuth vest edge of town gave un with out a fight as ngn Company sprayed
the area vith all available fire and a total of 133 PW's were taken in the ensuing
action in the towm. Thaore .os some SA and mortar fire falling on "gn during the
a*tack . The town w:s tzken at 1350 and outposted immediately, "Bn Company then
moved trrooh '4Y and across open ground towards the woods to the north., Two sguads
from "3t Jonpwny were pinned dovm by kG and 20mm fire from the north east at 1455
but coon overcame the resistance vith artillery fire and moved into the woods abreast
of "3 Jerpary.  The a.tack proceeded slowly through thick forrest and at 1630 nugw
Sompany was heold un by LG fire from the north as they were half through the Bois
dt Viclire. "3" roved zbreast and the two companies tied in on the highway and
consolidated the rosition for the nisht, "An remained in Jainlez, One platoon
cutpested 4/3 rorth west of town.

Toursday 28 uvecember 19,

ifer the 5 minute artillery preraration on the voods norph of their positions,
Mg and 'B’" @ormpanies noved out abreast at UBQO and'met no re§1stance fo? a dis-
tance of about L4UQ yards, A road block, hastily bul}t, and mines were discovered
on tie highway near cross roads between Bois @du Vicaire and L' \rdoisiere .

26

=0-




e TR, ’

The engineers succeded in clearinc these obstacles at 1115, "Aw Company remained
at Sainlez to reorganize. At 1115 "B" Company on the right launched their attack
on Chateau Losange which was remorted to be a German Regimental CP, They met con-
siderable resistance from small arms, but as the supporting tanks of B/35 Tank
Battalion moved into the clearing, south of the Chateau and fired point blank at
the buildings, resistance lessened and "B" Company moved in and cleared area t 1550.
"C" Company on the left of the highway advanced without opposition through L' Ardoisiere
Forest and sent patrols to investigate buildings at Rimifosse, uB" Company cone
tinued its advance north ward after the battle at the Chateau meeting very light
resistance through the woods, however, some mortar fire from their right flank har-
assed their movement, Enemy small arms fire from Hill 530 was directed upon "G
Company as they attempted to emerge from north edge of woods, At 1600 wan Company,
mounted in thedr vehicles, moved from Sainlez on main highway to an assembly area
U400 yards south of Chateau Losange. There they dismounted and moved on foot to the
east edge of the woods west of Lutrebois., Companies tied in at 1710 along the trail
on the eastern edge of Chivresoux Forest, "C" on left with left flank on trail 200
yards west of main highway. "B" in the center and "A" on right with right flank on
trail junction 300 yards east of Chateau, "B" and "C" @ompanies continued to re-
ceive small arms and MG fire from Hill 530 during the night.

Friday 29 December 194L.

The town of Lutrebois on the Battalion's right was a serious threat to the
attack planned across open ground to the north and at 0500 sucporting artillery
fired concentrations on its east and west edge. "C" and "B" Company moved as
planned (see Battalion Order, Insert #19) at 0800 and at 0830 "C" Company's left
flank was pinned down by small arms and MG fire from Remifosse. '"B" Company re-
ceived small arms and machine gun fire from their front and called supporting tanks
of "B" Company 35th Tank Battalion forward to move out on the resistance., This force
moved forward at 0925, over coming resistance on Hill 530 and aiding "C" Company

- in clearing out houses at Remifosse. This action comrleted, the advance northward

continued until 1025 at which time "B" Company was taken under fire by an SP gun
from their right rear in vi:init, f Lutrebois, Artillery and tank fire was brought
to bear on it and "A" Company (-) 1 platoon was moved forward to give close support
to "B" and "C." At 1100 the 3rd Battalion of the 134th Infantry itegiment, 35th
Infantry Division began their attack on Lutrebois relieving pressure on "B" Company®s
right flank and allowing them to continue the advance. Engineers removed mines and
abatis on the highway through Remifosse during yhis action. At 1130 "C" Company
made contact with outposts of the 10lst Airborme Division 1000 yards southeast of
Bastogne, Both "C" and "B" Companles set up a defensive line toward the east 500
yards Southwest of Marvie with "C" on left and "B" on the right. Tanks of "B" Com-
pany 35th Tank Battalion were corporated in the defensive plan and "A" Company 51st
moved into the Bois d' Hazy as the reserve, Neither "C" nor "B" were in contact
with the enemy., One platoon A/51 outposted one platoon of "A" Company 704th Tank
Destroyer Battalion at the trail junction in the southern portion of woods west of

Lutrebois,
Saturday 30 December 19Ll.

At 0430 the 3rd Battalion of the 134th Infantry Regiment which had a“tacked
the town of lutrebois on the previous day reported that they were receiving a stiff
counter-attack from enemy troops in the eastern end of the town, "B and "C" Com-—
panies were alerted and ordered to stand by while "A" Company was moved south along
west side of highway to fill the gap betwcen "Bfs" right flank and the 3rd Battalion
134th, when the report came in that enemy infantry was infiltrating in a bold attempt
to sever the highway south of Remifosse, At 0845 enemy machine gun fire from the
woods east of the Battalion CP opened an enemy attack and German infantry followed
the withdrawing troops of the 134th down the slope towards the Chateau. It was very
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difficult to fire on them since friendly infantry were emerging from the woods

in the direct line of sight. The machine gun Platoon which had outrosted the
Command Post with vehicles drew the first fire from both rifles and machine guns
and one vehicle was abandoned for a short time as the fire became very intense
and the half-track afforded little cover. About 15 rounds of mortar fire fell

on and around the two buildings during the attack and tracers could be seen
bouncing off vehicles and buildings. ken from Headjuarters Company were placed
at windows where observation on the attackers was good considering the denseness
of the forest., Two tanks from "A" Company of 35th Tank Battalion took up a pos-
ition 50 yards north of the Chateau and all available small arms, machine guns,
and 75mn tank gun fire power was poured into the enemy positions for a period of
10 minutes, driving the attackers back through the woods, Enemy killed and wound-
ed could be seen lying at the edge of the woods, At 1020 artillery liaison planes
reported 20 to 25 Tiger Tanks moving Northwest from Lutremange to Lutrebois and
shortly there after they were again reported nearing Remifosse. Tank and air
support were called for and "B" Company of the 35th Tank Battalion took them under .
fire, knocking out 12, Fighter planes bombed and strafed and claimed a total of
four. The total number destroyed by the combined fire of artillery, tanks and
planes was 18 and the attempt to cut the highway was repulsed. Just before noon
npn (-), and "B" Companies were ordered to mop up the woods from which the early
morning infantry attack had come., They moved out from the highway toward the
southeast with "A's" left flank on the outcr edge of the woods and "B's" right
flank on the east edge of the clearing, "C" Company moved LOO yards wouth of their
former position and the platoon from "A" Company, 5lst outposting tanks on wouth
en of Losange forest remained in that position. "A" and "B" moved out at 1500

and met stiff resistance from pocket still in woods about dark which split the
companies and held "A" up throughout the night but they succeeded in talking 10
prisoners and #B" Company found 18 enemy dead and large amounts of weapons and
ammunition along their route of advance. ™"C" Company moved into woods behind

nAM Company at 2100 and "B" Company set up defense around the Command Fost. "A"
Company patrol met stubborn resistance and suffered scme casualties,

Sunday 31 December 194k,

At 0355 "A" Company was still trying to clean up enemy pocket in the wQods
west of Lutrebois and their patrol located 1 enemy tank and i self propelled zuns
near trail at eastern edge of woods. These vehicles ..ere l:ter found to be knock-
ed out. "B" Company swept the woods on west side of clearing from south to north
at 0830 with two platoons abreast and 2 sucporting tanks from "A" Company 35th
Tank Battalion along trail to their right meeting no resistance. The remaining
platocn of "B" Company relieved the platoon of "A" Company which ".as outposting
the section of tanks on trail junction and the latter rejoined the other two
platoons of A" around pocket on north east edge of woods. "B" Company again
swept dovn the south west edge of the woods and took u the same position that
they had occupied the previous night (see Overlay # At 1410 higher head-
;uarters reported an enemy column moving from the north toward “ordin and large
concentrations of German troops in woods east of lutrebois; therefore "C" Com-
pany took up defensive position on "A's" left flank along north edge of Chivresoux
going north, At 1830 the Bn was ordered to be on the alert for infiltration and
for 3 crew members who had bailed out of a JU-83 near Remichampagne,

For the Battalior Cammander:

Clasndae]. |
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(Insert #1s

(Insert #2;

6

'IME

0800

0820
0800
1100
1225
1330

0130
0430
0530
0730
0850
0900

J805
1015
1110
1120
1200

1415

1442
1730

0400

0745

1100
1200
1440
1630
1700

0700

{

HEADQUART™®e FIFTY FIRST ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALI
APO 254, U. S. Army

S=3 JOURNAL FROMs: 1 Deoc 44,
TO s 31 Dec 44.

Attaock on Rimsdorf began.
Bn order for 1 Dec 44)

B/51 reached Rimsdorf; A/51 under heavy arty fires

A/51 and B/51 start to olear town,

Rimsdorf cleared, cos in posn around town.

bnemy tank attack from E on Rimsdorf repulsed; Bn C.O. wounded.
En arty fire on Rimsdorf,

"an Co patrol reported failure to contact 10th Inf on right.
"C" Co patrol reported failure to contact 35th Tk Bn on right.
Command vehicle moved to Rimsdorf,

Rocket fire received in Rimsdorf.

22F.A. fired 10 min preparation on woods to north.

Attack on Schlosshof Farm began against hvy small arms fire.

Bn Order for 2 Dec 44).

En arty fire fall on Rimsdorf.

Assault echelon at Phase Line 1, receiving en arty fire.
" L " L 2 .
" n ” L] 3 .
A and C/51 halted § of Phase Line 4, rptd 9 en tanks in Schlosshof Farm Areas
Air spt re uested; 2 air atks dispersed en tanks.
Assault echelon moved out behind-A/B to atk objective, receiving large ocal
en arty fire.
Objective taken,
B/51 in position on right of c/51.

C/51 outpost missing in Le Burbusche »
Rocket fire fell on Rimsdorf. Situation remained the same.

Situation resmained the same.

Vehicles ordered moved up to Rimsdorf,.

Atchd to CC"A," ordered to move N through Domfessel.

Bn Column moved out toward Domfessel, in the order B, A, H3, C.
Head of column passed Damfessel.

B/51 entered Schmittviller without opposition.

Cos moved into posn for atk on Bining.

( Insert #3 Bn Crder for 6 Dec 44)




DRC, - TIME

6 0750
0800
0500
1030
1300
1630
(Insert 4
7 1630
8 0130
0430
0730
9 015
10 0730
1030
11=-17
18 0430
1000

(Insert #5 CC"A," Order 18 Dec 44 for "Systematic Road Patrol."

1200
1800
2230

13 0100

0300
(Insert #6;
0830

(Insert #7,

0910
0925
1000
1010
1020
1030
1040
1050
1115
1120

Situation unchanged.

i

Arty and smoke preparation began.

Assault echelons held up by flank fire from Singling; B/51 and B/37 ordered |
to atk Singling.

A/51 and A/37 on 1st objective, immobilized by hvy en fire.

B/51 and B/37 met heavy small arms and tank fire in Singling.

B/51 end B/37 near Wedge of Singling; 1 en SP gun destroyed, 1 SP gun dam=
aged, over 60 PW's taken. ,
CC"B" began relief of B/51 and B/37. '
Information received on projected relief by 12 A.D.
CC"A" Instructions for Initial Withdrawal of Troops from Area.)

back to Schmittviller; Bn remained in posn,

for initial assembly area, in the order A, Ha, B, C.
assembly area 1 Km SW of Rimsdorf.

for rear assembly area.

C/Sl ordered
Bn moved out
Bn cloged in
Bn moved out

Bn closed in rear assembly area in Bidestroff,

Moved out to new assembly area in Gueblange and Gelucourte.
Closed in new assembly areas

Rcvd warning of en paratroop activity from cc"aA".
Rcevd orders from CC"A," for anti-paratroop patrollinge

CC"A" order cancelled.
Bn alerted for l-hr movement.
Bn prepared for l-hr movement,

CC"A" mvs at 190900, IP is CR on main Dieuse=
Each Bn and Separate co. send
Radio

Warning ord rcvd from CC"A":
»ittersheim Rd, N of Rorbach, S of Cutting.
an advance bicouac party to rpt to Col WITHERS at CC"A" hgs. at 0800,
nets remain open; radio silence. Map; Verdun-Wissembourg Sheet 57.
Rcvd orders for movement to vic Longwy.

CCA March Order 19 Dec 44)
Bn moved out as ordered.
3r March Order 19 Dec 44) ' j

Bn H|s passeds

Assenoncourt,

Juermange.

I.P'

Domnom=les=_iouzee.

Marimont=-les-Renaestroff,

Benestroff. |
Rermering . ‘
Morhange
Ba.ronville. ‘ : E
Destrye. j

-2
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DEC TIME

1136
1145
1200
1210
1220
1227
1230
1250
1316
1400
1412
1420
1430
1433
1437
14456
1506
1620
1635
1600
1610
1630
1915

(Insert #8

2030
2045
2115
2125
2145
2205
2215
2240
2325
2400

20 0125

1200
1215
1220
1330

(Insert #9;

1410
1420
1450
1535
1600
1630

(Insert #10;

Brullngo.
Arrainoourt
Vatimont.
Han-sur-Nied.
Bechy.

Luppy. .
BuOhyo

Vignye.
Cheminot,
Lesmenils,

Pont A Mousson,

. Vandieres.

Pagny=-sur-Moselle.
Arnaville.

Bayonville.

Onville.

Chambley.

Puzieux.

Mars,

Jarny.

Brieye.

Avril.

Bn assembled in Trisux, awaiting orders to move.
Bp moved out as ordered.

Bn march Order 1800, 19 Dec 44)

Bn Hgs passed:
Audun.
Beuvillers.
Aumetz.
Crusnes,
Brehain.
Villers.
Haucourt.
Longwy.
Aubange.
Messancy.

Bn Assembled in Clemency. Local police and volunteers were patrolling
streets as a result of rpts of en paratroopers.

Many refugees moved into town,

Rcvd orders to move to Handelange.

Orders changed to move to Toerniche

Bn moved outas ordered,

Bn march Order 1230, 20 Dec 44)
Bn Hqs passed:
Selange.
Hondelange.
Wolkrange.
Bn outposted Toernich.
Rovd orders for movement of task force,
Task Force Rockefeller moved out as ordered.

Bn Order 1615, 20 Dec 44).
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DEC  TIME
20 2400 TFR rptd in position; road blocks prepared, but not in place due to pres=
ence of friendly tps in front.

21 1315 Cos alerted for 30-minute movement.

(Insert #113 CC"A" Opns Overlay 21 Dec 44).

1500 Order issued for movement to north.
1800 Bn moved out of Toerniche

(Insert #12; Bn Orcer 1500, 21 Dec 44).
Bn Hgs passeds
1850 I.P.
1920 Stokem.
1925 Heinsch,
2040 Bn assembled in Tattert,

22 0515 Bn Moved out of Tattert.

0615 Bn Hgs passed f‘hiaumont.

0730 Bn Hgs passed Nobressart,

0745 CC"A" broke redic silence.

0755 Head of Clm 1 Km N of red phase line (Heinstert)e.

0800 Unid aircraft, believed V-1, flew low over clm from N.

0805 CC"A™ directed rcn to investigate all towns on flanks; no enemy to be by-
passed. :

0840 25 Cav rptd bridge blown P 612333,

0900 Clm halted, waiting for 4/25 to rcn route.

0930 A/25 rptd crater in road at P 563365, Engrs started bridging crater. TF
Oden ordered to join TF Alanis route at RJ P 572335.

0940 P"n Hqs at Heinstert,

1135 25 Cav rptd unk no en at P 594396,

1200 Order issued for atk on Martelange.

(Insert #13; Bn Order 1200, 22 Dec 44).

1230 Rcn/51 rptd Perle clear,

1240 25 Cav rptd to CCB they rcvd 3 rds HE direct fire N of CR P 606357, driven
back by en small arms fire vic P 606357; fwd elms 25 Cav wic P 625395;
rptd hvy en vehicular traffic E of CR P 606357,

1330 51 began atk,

1400 A/51 entered Martelange.

1430 B/51 near center of town, rovg hvy bazooka and small arms fire from buildings
W of main road.

1600 A and 5/51 mesting stiff resistance in center of town.

1700 Plat B/Sl pinned down on slope W of Hwy by hvy MG fire from houses at P 56738 6

1800 Plat B/51 and section B/35 atk en pocket at P 567386 fram S.

2000 Pocket reduced, W side of town cleared.

23 0130 A and B/51 rntd Martelange cleared up to river, Bridge on Radelange road
rptd passaoie on foot omnly,
0300 A/Sl orossed river on Radelange road bridge.
0500 A/51 in posn on high ground NW of Martelange without opposition. Corps
engrs started to reoair bridge. B/S1 secured Martelange.
0530 Bn CP moved into Martelange. )
1000 3 rds en arty rcvd Martelange.
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DEC TIME

23 133¢
1430

1500
1516
1600
1645
1815
1930
2000

2030

24 0430
0630
0605
0736
0745
0900
1000
1030
1200
1330

1430
1435
1440
1450

1540
1645
1715
1720
1800

1930
{Insert #14,
25 0800
(Insert #15;

0915
0930
A/51
1040
1050
1140
1205
1230

hetd

1l rd AP rovd Martelange.
Bridge caompleted; TF Oden moved out; TF Alanis prepare& to follow in

support.

Aﬁl returned to vehicles,

7 rds en arty rovd Martelange.

TF Oden hald up by direct fire from P 660410,

Resistance reduced, clm continued maroh,

CC"B" rptd to CC"A"™ that en vehicles were moving S on Bastogne-Martelange Rd.
Bn Hqs moved out of Martelange. : '

Ron /51 rptd TF Oden held up by 20mm and small arms fire S of Warnache C/5l
lost two half-tracks, Tanks moved NW to left of road. Plat of C/51 with
a plat of 1*-ht tanks suffered hvy casualties in atk on Warnach, and were
withdrawn,

B/61 mounted on B/35 followed TF Oden W of highway.

Head of T.F. Alanis Clm SW of Warnach.
BfSl and B/35 mvd E to atk Warnach.
B/51 held up at edge of Warnach by 2 en tanks,
B/51 and B/35 two thirds of way through Warnach.
B/51 rptd en in N edge of town est 1 tank and 30 inf.
B/51 withdrew behind church to permit arty fire on N part of towne
B/51 and R/35 resumed Warnach atk after arty preparation.
B/51 rptd steady progress.
51 and C/36 began atk on woods N of Warnache
B/51 rptd driving en N; 1 en SP gun and 1 en M~8 Armd Car destroyed, and 1 en
AT gun silenced.
A/51 rptd many PW being taken N of Warnach,
CC"A" rptd en had defended Warnach with 2 bns on 23 Dec.
B/51 rptd near end of Warnach.
B/51 rptd rescue of persomnel from C /51 and friendly engr unit held by
Germans in Warnach,
B/51 rptd rcng considerable fire in NE Warnach,
A/51 rptd at P. L. 3 (2 km NW of Warnach),
B/51 rptd Warnach clrareds
C/35 at P. L. 4; A/5l mvg toward P. L. 4 (Tintange-Strainchamps road)e
B/51 rptd en atk from woods NE Warnach; arty concn on P 558432 repulsed en
atk.
B/35 repulsed en infiltrating toward Warnach.

CC"A" F.0e #2, 24 Dec 44).
Plat. C/51 mvd on Strdnohamps.
Bn Order 2200, 24 Dec 44),

Ln O. rptd 1/318 at P 567435, 100 yds from LD, rong small arms fire.
C/51 rptd Strainchamps cleared without opposition, continuing adv to N,
rcng small arms fire. Rong mortar fire.

Ce0Ce rptd minefield and trip wires at P 538450,

A/35 rptd locn Pe Lo 1 (Strainchamps-Honville rd).

C/51 rptd locn P L. 1.

A/51 ordered to move fwd after D/35 swept area to N.

¢/51 rptd mvg N from woods P 530450,



DEC  TIME

25 1315
1410
1430
1630
1645
1700

(Insert #16,

26 0800
0945

09850
1000

1015
1100

1111
1130
1145
1150
1155

1200
1205
1208
1210

1215
1245
1400
1425
1430
1437
1500
1540
1550
1606
1700
1710
1730

27 0755
0800
0900
0940
0850
0955
1000
1010
1022
1040
1055

A/51 reorganized after strafing by P 47's,

A/51 rpt? locn just S of PeLe 1.

Ln 0. rptd 1/318 took many P.W.'s in Tintange, resistance light.

C/51 rptd locn 50 yds S of Hollange, rong mortar, rocket, and AT firee
274 AFA Ln plane rptd conon en veh and personnel in Hollange.

C/51 patrol rptd drawing fire from Hollange. . j

Bn Order, 25 Dec 44).

Plat C/51 and 2 plats A/35 start atk on Hill 490.

Adv elms, C/51 and A/35 rptd locn P.Le 3 (Rd E from Hollange), rcvg arty
from NE, direct fire from N and NW, small arms from Hollange.

Requested air spt from CC"A," also obsn of Hollange-Hill 490 area by
arty en plane.

A/51 rptd locn Pele 2 (500 yds N of Strainchamps~Honville rd). 318 Inf
rptd 600 yd advance from last night's posns,

Plat B/35 mvd up to spt A/5l.

A/51 rptd loon S of P. Le 3 (vic Hill 460) with left flank on hwy and
right flank at P 545470, rong arty fires

Ce Oe rptd mines at RJ P 539471,

CC"B" rptd locn vic P 525491.

A/51 rptd being strafed by planes from their rears :

CC"A," rptd en clm mvg S on Bastogne hwy last seen at P 545510 at 1130 hrs,
A/51 rptd 200 yds S of P. Le 3 in contact with C/51 on left. Plat B/35
rptd 200 yds S of A/51. -

Requested air spt from CC"A™ against en clm.

CC"A" rptd air spt already looking for en clm.

c/51 and A/35 rptd en rocket fire from N,

CC"A" rptd en clm no longer visible, but air spt would atk en gun posns
600 to 80°C yls NE of Hollange.

c/51 rptd locn Pe L. 3, rcng small arms fire from woods to KE,

318 Inf rptd locn W of Honville, '

Plat C/51 and 2 plats A/35 on Hill 490, rong fire fram Hollange.

Arty preparation began on Hollange.

A.51 at P. Le 3, rong small arms fire from right front,

Arty lifted from Hollange; 2 plats C/51 and plat A/35 began atk on town,
C/51 rptd P. W. 's being taken in Hollanges

318 rptd reng considerable arty but little small arms fire in Hollange.
B/51 rptd mvg in on right of A/61 to make contact with 318,

CC"A" rptd en aircraft active,

C/51 rptd Hollange almost oleared of en.

3/318 rptd Honville taken.

c/51 rotd Hollange taken.

Arty prep fired on Sainlez and Aux-Fourchons.

Attack began as planned,

C/51 on P.L. 4 A/51 & B/51 200 yde south of Ps Le 4e
C/51 held up by fire on right (543488)

4451 150 yds S P. L. 4.

Ixiendly air rpts 8 en tks wvic 5551,

35 Tk Bn will fire on enemy at 543488,

B/51 ordered to move acoording to plan,

35Tk Bn moved to support C/51.

318 on high ground just N Liverchamps, ,
A/51 just N P.L 4, awaiting arty comcentration on Sainlez. Will attack
immediately after concentration.
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DEC TIME

27 1130

1138
1150
1156
1220
1240
1245
13086
1330
1350
1400
1455
1458
15630
1630
1640
1642
1780
1900
2100

(Insert #18

28 0800
0930
1045

1048
1115

1140
1145
1207
1210
1410
1500
1560

1600

1630
1710

1710

(Insert #19)

C/51 preparing to take houses along main road at P. L. 4, supporting tank
fire has stopped. :

C/61 held up by MG fire fram bldgs on road,

Arty prep placed on Sainles,

A/51 receiving mortar fire,

A/51 ordered to move om Sainlet supported by fire from B/51.

CC"R" sector quiet.

A/51 moving imto town, meeting some resistance, taking a few prisoners,
A/61 has reached church in center of town,

318 moved out on right,

¢/l & B/81 at P. L, 5, A/l holds Sainle:. p/5) reports movement in woods
on right flank,

S AT guns rptd knocked out in Sainle:z,

318 2 Km N of Sainles.

B/51 rpts 2 sqds pinned down by MG & 20MM fire caming from NE of town,
C/51 & B/61 100 yds 8 of p. L. 6,

C/61 rptd 300 yds ¥ of p. L. 6.

Vehicles moved to Hollange & vic,

/61 held up by a tank.

C/51 rpts on P. L. 7 receiving MG fire,

B/61 " atill pinned by fire.

c/8 & B/51 abreast om Pe Le 7 & tied in on main highway, "p" receiying some
SA snd AW fire. A/51(-) remains in Sainlezs 1st P1t/A Co out posting A/35
on hill 510 east of Hwy.

Bn Ordor) .

B & C/51 moved off as soheduled.

B & C/51 abreast on P. L. 8 meeting no resistance.

One road block & a few mines on highway 300 yds south of Pe Le 8. Bngrs
examining for removal, i

10th Armd Inf Bn reptd in contact with friendly forces at Bastogne. Bois
Buhu & Bois d' Hazy cleared of enemy. .

B/51 meeting same resistance at Chateau Losange, c/51 crossing P. L. 8,
Engrs removing two road blocks & mines,

C & B/61 200 yds N of P. L, 8 & encountering small arms £20 mm fire,

C/51 at P. L. 9 still moving, :

C/51 reaches Pe Ls 10 receiving MG fire.

C/51 sends patrols to'recomnoiter Bldg at 552640,

B/51 atoks Chateau supported by B/36 Tks receiving SA i MG fire.

B/51 receiving SA & mortar fire from right flank 318 moving to assist,
B/51 moving north along axis of advance after clearing Chateau. c/61 receiving
SA fire from Hill 530,

A/51 mounts in vehicles & moves to Assy area 400 yds S of Chateau Losange
555516,

Bn Forwd CP moves to Chateau.

Companies tie in C on left, B center, A along trail in last edge of
Chiversoux Forest,

MG's on Hill 530 continued to harass C/51.

Ly
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DEC

29

30

31

'rnmi'

0500
0800
0830
03800
0920
09256
0950
1025

1030
1045
1100
1100

1105
1430

1530

0530
0700

0830
0845
0900

1020
1030
1045
1060

10556

1125
11256
1125
1315
1350
1420

1600
2100

03568
0720
0830

Lo
P

e

Arty fires at coordinates 56305300 & 56705310(Lutrebois).

¢/51 & B/51 move out as plemmed. '

c/51 rpts left flank pinned down by SA fire & MG fire,

B/S1 rpts receiving SA fire to fromt,

B/51 moves out., :

B/61 rpts receiving heavy MG fire, tanks of B/35 move out on resistances

B & C cos dleaning out houses on P. L. 10,

B/51 rpts one self propelled gun to their right rear in woods. B & C between
Ps L. 10 & 11 bringing arty to bear on SP gun & alsc moving tks into positiom
to fire on it,

A/51 ordered to move forward to give close support to B & C.

10 Armd Inf Bn sending patrols to comtact C/51.

B/51 receiving heavy fire from SP to right rear.

1/134 an rirt progressing toward objective which is Marnie. 3/134 attacke
ing tomn of Lutrebois & receiving heavy mortar &-arty fire from woods to NE.
C/51 contacted 10lst AB Div in Bastogne pocket just N of Pe L. 12,

B/51 at P. L. 12 receiving some SA fire from NE.

B/51 not in contact with enemy

A/61 in position Bois d' Hazy on Pe L. 12 in reserve. B & C take defensive
position joining east om line P 564553 - P 567545 C on left, B on right,

Bn alerted for counter-attack for Vic Lutrebois.

3/134 Inf Bn rptd to hold only the west portion of Lutrebois.

Enemy rptd to be infiltrating Mortelange-Bastogne hwy west of Lutrebois.
A/51 ordered to move into woods west of Lutrebois.

61 CP attacked by enemy infantry. Martar fire also fell around the Chateau,
Hq Co, MG Plat, section of tanks A/35 drove off enemy attack. Mediocal
Detachment moved to Vic Hollange.

20 to 25 enemy tanks rptd moving KW from Lutrimange to Lutrebois,

A/51 rptd 9 enemy tks NW of Lutrebois.

Enemy tanks reported 800 yeds NW of Lutrebois. Air support called for.
A/51 rpts friendly arty falling short on their positions 1 Km west of
Lutrebois in woods,

A/51 reaches north edge of woods west of Lutrebois. A Co working on 2
ensny tanks east of their position,

A/51 taking some prisoners, B/51 moving south to tie in on left of A/51
Mortar & arty fire falling near Bn CP (Chateau-Losange).

B/61 moved to west side of highway, west of A/51.

¢/51 in woods P 563545,

2 enemy tks moved fram Lutrebois west into woods P 560529,

2nd Plat A/51 & 2 tanks B/36 ordered to block trail at P 560517 against
hostile attmeVv fram North. .

A & B/51 sweeping woods to SE

A/51 unable to tie in on right with 134 Inf Regt meeting resistance from
AW & SA fire in woods P 559529,

A/51 separated from 134th by MG fire. 8till attempting to made comtaet.
Patrols fram A/51 rpt 1 enemy tk & 4 enemy SP guns in P 561529 near trail,
B/51 starts sweeping woods west of Chateau north fram Chateau met no res-
istanoces

LA
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Vid

Bneny small arms fire & MO fire at P 559828, _ - ~

CC"A" rpte enemy column moving SW toward Woerdin. Ineny (sonsentration at
coordinates 572526, , Verbal orders not to weaken itself &f Peserve strength.
Use atchd unit on right as reserve if' necessary. ,

G-2 rpts crew of JU-88 bailed owt vie Remi-Ghampagne. & Of ¢ ES111 &% large.

Y7 1oy P

WILLIAM M, CRANE,
Capt., 5lst Armd Inf Bum,
8-3 - .
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INSERT #1

. Bn Order for 1 Dec Ldye

Enemy holds east-west line through Rimsdorf,
- 53rd Armd Inf Bn is on our right; 1st Bn, 101st Inf on our left,
51 and C/8 attack north tomorrow at 0800, secure the high ground east of
Rimsdorf, and be prepared to continue attack northward to vic Schlosshof Farm.

OSArtillery preparation on edgd of woods west and east of Rimsdorf from 0800
to 0810.

Formation: column of companies--"Bn, mAn, ngn,
Line of departure: "A" Co present posiion,
Axis of advance and phase lines: (map).

B/51 mounts on tanks of G/8 by 0745, follow planned route and secure high
ground east of Rimsdorf,

A/51 follows rapidly on foot, prepared to extend "B" Go's left or attack
the southern half of Rimsdorf.

C/51 follows A/51 on foot, prepared to assist either MA" or "Bn Co or
protect right flank.

Ald station at Q558333; two 1t tks of D/8 will evacuate casualties.
Supplies to companies tonight.
Hand-carry radios,

CO will be with "A" Coj;command vehicle remains in Burbach,

9f |
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% pe INSERT #2 o)
&r for 2 Dec Lls

q “thh Tk Bn rpts en inf in woods N and NE of our present posn, L en tks
. " rptd in NW edge of Bois d'Altenburg. \
A S3rd Armd Inf Bn is on our right; lst Bn, 10lst Inf on our left.
- R 531 atks at 0900 to secure the high ground N of Schlosshof Famm.
Arty preparation on woods N of Rimsdorf from 0850 to 0900,

. Formation: A and (/31 abreast, C on right.
Idne of departure: B/S51 present posn.
S Boundary, route, phase liness (map). v
A and G/51 to have front of approx 200 yds each, with C/51 rt flank guiding
E on E edge of Neuwald., Just S of Sarre Union-Domfessel road, A and C/51 halt,
prepared to follow A/8 in assault on objective; then take up prescribed posn (map).
B/51 remain present posn until further orders,

Ald station: same location; axis of evacuation same as axis of advance.
Current S0I, Hand-carry radios.

CP - Rimsdorf.
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' INSERT # 3

-——

Bn Order /for 6 Dec Ll:

Enemy occupies Singling, Bining, and Rohrbach; for pillboxes and Maginot
Line defenses, see defense map.

On our right, 53 and 35 will attack N through Dehling and Rahling; on our
left, 10 and 8 will attack Singling; a bn of 328th Inf will support our atk.

51 will support 37 in atk on Binning, Rohrbach, and high ground to NE at
Arty preparation and smoke on Singling 0750 to 08(0; thereafter assault guns
of 37 continue smolkding Singling.

A/70L will maintain fire on pillboxes E of Singling.

B/51, mounted on B/37, move at 0700 to posn W of Bining, and then move on
Bining at 0800, :

A/51, in vehicles, follow A/37 at 0700, move on lst objective (high ground.
1 km W of Rohrbach) at 0800; then move on 2nd objective (Rohrbach), and then
continue to 3rd objective (high ground 1 km NE of Rohrbach).

C/51 and C/37 move to vic QA07L473 and remain in reserve.

Ald station: Schmittviller; casualties to be evacuated by tank where
necessary., ,

Current SOI. A

CO will accompany forward elements in.tank; command vehicle will be at CP
of 37 NE of Schmittviller.
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. INSERT #l
Hq ccmpn

) Rimsdorf

Q553368
6 Dec 1944

INSTHUCTIUNS FUK INITIAL WITHDHAWAL

1, 35 Tk Bn will move and take up a reserve position on high gréund vic Hill 356
(594li36), south of crossroads at 603451, Movement tonight will be completed by
070530, This bn will remain in reserve position until moved to assembly area on
order CG CC"A", Lth Armd Div.

2. A medium tank bn from 12th Armd Div will leave its present position near
Kirrberg (5125) about 070580 to bake up a position west of the N-S road and in the
vic of 606462. 35 Tk Bn will furnish an officer and non-commi ssioned officer as
guides for this bn., Guides will report to G-3 Lth Armd Div at 070600. Div Fwd CP
is in west end of Domfessel. Route of March: Domfessel, Lorentzen, Rahling, CR at
©03L51, assembly area (006412).

3. Units will remove all trains and resupply vehicles from the area north and

east of the L'eichel river which flows through Lorentzen and Voellerdingen, kovement
will occur tonight and be completed so as to have all these vehicles closed in their
trains areas by 070530, Thereafter there will be no forward movement of %rains
except by the 37 Tk Bn which may have a minimum of resupply vehicles only. Assembly
area of trains: present area unless these areas are north of 1'Eichel river in which
case trains will move to vic of Thal (568348).

EARNEST
CG

MURDOCK
S-3

4/
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H) oc nan gp
Loudrefing, France
18 Dec Lk.

TU: CU Div Arty, 35th Tk Bn, 53rd Inf, 51st Inf,

l. A systematic road patrol has been ordered by Division to guard against
enemy paratroops which may be in the L4th Armd Div area or may be dropped in the
area in the future.

2. GC "a" has responsibility for an area as shown on attached overlay, For
the purpose of conducting this patrol, and only in this connection, CC "A" troops
include the Artillery Command, 53rd Armd Inf Bn, 51st Armd Inf Bn, and 35th Tk Bn.
Unit responsibility: See overlay. Patrols commence at daylight 18 December 19l;
and continue until further orders,

3. [Bach battalion will maintain thorough coverage of its assigned area with
a minimum of three patrols operating simultuaneously and as many more as is necessary
to accomplish its mission, ®ach patrol will consist of not less than 2 or more
than 3 vehicles, one of which must be a light tank or = half track; esch patroll
will consist of at least 8 men., The remainder of the Battalion will be organized
as 2 eserve ready to reinforce a patrol in its area on call.

lie Units are cautioned against setting up a patrol on a road which has not

. been cleared on mines, sadit My rom ot for mine sweeping through this Hq,

5. a. Bns will open sufficient radio nets to provide for continuous commu-

nications with patrols,

b. CC A" Command Net will open at 180700, 51, 53, 35 and Div Arty will
remain in this nct until further orders. Hourly reports will be made to this
Hq by radio; any unusual report may be made by télephone.

© 0o Div Arty, 53, 51, and 35 will submit an overlay and plan for patrols to
this hg by 181000,
EARNEST
CG

LURDOCK
- S5=3

In addition to original instructions (18 Dec LL): Patrols will be
instructed to be suspicious of all civilians., No civilian movement
outside of towns will be permitted, and civilians must remain indoors

after dark.
EARNEST
CG
FURDGCK
S5-3
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-— ' Hq ccran, LaD

1 AUTH3 CG.CCuA" Loudrefing, France
2 Ind tial HCP 19 Dec Ll
‘ ATE 19 Dec

MARCH Uiwent
Map: Burope Road map: iiéob;bdb - Sheet 57,

1, CCrA" moves at 0900 19 Dec in one clm to assy area viclONGWT, The
Command may bivouac the night of 19-20 in the area BRIEY-AUDUN.

2, a. QHDER O CH CLM HIT I.P,
35 0900
Hg CC"A" and Plat B/L489 0940
51 - 0955
A/2L and Plat/995 1030 (Join clm at CUTTING)
A/L6 1oks
q Div Arty
66 1055 -
9L
53 1210
A/& B/25 125 :
Tns (Incl A/126 1300 .
b. Route Hwy D-126 - CG 131 - N 74 - N 399 N 110 - PONT-A-LCUSSON, N on hwy
N 52 - N 52-B =« N j0o - N 52 to destination, {Marked map atchd).
¢c. I.P,; RJ. Route D35 and D126,
d. Average rate of march - 124 MPH,
e. Halts: First halt 1045, thereafter 10 minute halt every two hours
ending on the hour,
3. a. There will be no movement from Bivouac areas until time recessary
to hit IP.
b. Each unit establish 1n with preceeding unit.
¢. Limited MP traffic control by ¢C. Units will post ovn guides at
critical points,
d. "A" Trains march with units. "B" Trains remain in unit Biv areas till
ordered out by CC S~h. Service Co. Cmdrs report to GC S-L at CP
CCrA" at 0800 19 Dec.
€. Areas and billets will be policed prior to departure, : .
f. Advance parties for each bn and separate unit will be limited to one (1)

¥i ton truck. Report to IP at 0800 to Colonel T thers.
© 4, Radio - Nets silent.
EARNEST

Cmdg
OFFICIAL:

MURDGCK
5-3

"




. INSERT #7 -

-—

Bn march order 19 Dec iJ;:

Enemy has launched counter-offensive with at least eleven divisions in our
1st Army zone. (For details, see Ln O's Rpt for 17-18 Dec LL). inemy air
reported active, ,

CCrA™ moves at 0900 to assy area vic LONGNY, but may bivouac for night in
area Briey-iudun,

51 moves at .830 to cross IP at 0955,

CC order of march: 35, Hq cCcra, Flat B/L8Y, 51, a/2k, Plat $95, A/lo, Hg
Div Arty, ©o, 94, 53, A/25, B/25, Tns (incl 4/126).

Bn Urder of march: G, Hq & Hq Co, ked, B, 4, Maint, 4 Tns,

Route: Gueblange- Gelucourt - Assenoucourt, Guermange - RJ 307200 - IP
thence, see CC"A" march order).

IP. RJ route D35 and D126.

Average rate of march: 123 KPH, 70 yds between vehicles.

Halts: 1st halt 1045, thereafter 10 min halts every two hrs ending on the
hour,

Staff establish 1n with preceding unit and control traffic.

"B" tns remain in area. Serv Co Cmdr rpt to S-i, CCma" at C8oO,

Ren plat 1ldr with one 3 ton truck rpt to Col Withers at IF at 08 C.
Radios on listening silence.
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~ INSERT #8
Bn march order 1800, 19 Dec L4t

Major unit moves to Arlon (Belghum) at 1930).

51 moves to Clemency (Luxembourg) at 1915.
Urder of march: same.

foute: Audun, Aumetz, Longwy, Route N-18 to Aubange, Messancy, Clu.ency.
Rate of march: 8 WPH; use cat-eye lights.

iten plat move out at once to post guides, find billets in Clemsncy and
ren kessancy-Clemency road.
Radios on listening silence,



INSERT #9
B3n march order 1230, 20 Dec Lls

LO to 00 enemy in civilian clothes are reported in this area. En rptd at
itedange. =n is expected to atk at Norille. En tanks rptd at P5870L6, ;E35o23, and
Longvilly (Foli60). 130th Pz Lehr Div rptd at Wardin (P0056). Large scale en
atk expected at P5558. US tanks rcvd small arms fire at P558508., Pillbox at
PoOB520. Atk is expected at Po347. Unidentified tanks rptd at P5605. #n inf °
rotd at P605505, German forces rptd moving down from Aichen sector.

Div Hdq is in Arlon. CC"B" at 0230 rptd no en contact N of Arlon,

51 will move to Toernich at 1330 to outpost town.

Urder of march: same,

oute of march: Selange, Hondelange, Wolkrange, Toernich,

Ren Flat place road guides and furnish billetting party.

Radios on listening silence.

. - SRR TP
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"~ INSERT #10 -~
Bn order 1lol5, 20 Dec Lu:

Enemy information same,

D/35 is in posn N and NE of Arlon,

51 will send a task force at once uncer emd of Capt Rockafeller, consisting
of G/51, section Ren Flat/51, D/35, assault gun plat/35, plat i/2l, to establish
road blocks N and NE of arlon.

C/51, section ren/51 and A/2L will move at once, picking up assault guns/35
at Arlon, to join D/35 N of Arlon, prepare 3 defended double road blocks N and Nx
of Arlon, and patrol between roads of the road net. Road blocks will be prepared
but not actually put in position as long as friendly troops are known to be in
front of them. TF/CP in vic junction of 3 roads.

Remainder of bn remain in posn prepared to move to reinforce TF Rockafeller.

Radios on listening silence except in emergency.
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h o INSERT /11 _/

' I
N Hq CCa" LAD

Auth: CG,CO"A" Udange, Belgium
Initial HCP 21 December .
Date 21 Dec Ll

FU A1

Maps: Virton, Tintigny, Arlon, luxembourg, Duebuy, Vielsalm,
l. a. See Intelligence Uverlay.
b. III Corps atks to the North with Divisions abreast from right to left
80th Div, 206th Div,rﬁth Armd Div. ULth Armd Div atks with CCs abreast, CC"A'" on
the right, with Res Comd following CC"A" by bounds on Div order. 25 Cav (-4 & B)
will screen to North of CC"B' and upon contact protect left flank of the Division.
CCwB" will maintain o ntact with CC"A" and be prepared to screen the movements of
CC"A" and artillery into their atk positions,

2. CCHuA" will move to atk posns during night 21-22 Dec and atk to North at
H-Hour (see overlay). Both Task Forces will cross ihase Line "RED" at H-Hour.

CUPULILIIUN GlorunCrs

LiskT CULUMN (ALaNIS) RIGnT CULUMN (UDzN)

51 Inf (1 co) 35th Tk Bn (-lco)
Co/35 (B) , ca/51 (C)

A/2L (-1 plat ¢ 2 Br Trk) Plat/aA2L plus 2 Br trk
A/70L ( - 1 plat) k’lat/A/?OLL

274 FA Bn oo FA Bn

Medical Support ‘ hiedicul Supnort

3. a. A/25 opcrate under CC control., Move at once and establish screen to
North of CC"A" along Phase Line "RED" (See Upns overlay)., Report when screen is
established, Establish and maintain contact with 20 Div on our right. &~ove to
North and screen CC"A" on CC order; upon ontact with enemy, report and develop
situation until main forces come up, then screen right flank of GCuarn,

b. TF ALANIS assemble this afternoon vicinity TUEMNICH; move to atk assembly
area N of ARLON on CC order after dark; atk North crossing Phase Line "iED" at
H-Hour. (3ee Upfs overlay).

c. TF ODEN assemble this afternoon (less outpost forces) vicinity
WOLKRANG:; move to atk assembly area N of ARIOUN on CC order after dark and con-,
solidate outpost forces into Task Force there; atk North crossing rhase Line "RiD"
at H-Hour (See Upns overlay).

d. Arty will move to positions along route of respective columns ¥est of
ARION aftermoon 2?1 Dec. Be prepared to support movement of Task Forces curing their
assembly night of 21-22 Dec, and suprort the atk to the horth. HLegistration nct
vermitted,

(1) All units be especially alert for enemy air atks; local security
vwill be constant and thorouszh.

(2) TF Cmdrs rcn routes as far North as rhase Line "giD" this afternocn;
minimum number of vehicles.

Le 2. "A" Trains with units; held to 3 minimum.

b Task Force Cmdrs arrange with sub-ordinate unit cmdrs immediately
for supply of same.
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( INSERT #12

Bn order, 15 O, 21 Dec LL:

101st Airborme Div and elements of 9th and 10th Armd Divs have
off in Bastogne by German counter-offensive,

tanks at Grosbous. 3 bridges out in
(see also intelligence overlay).

CC"a" atks N at ®Hn-Hour in 2 clms: Task Force Alanis on the left and Task

Force Uden on the right. CC"B" moves

to secure CC"A" atk assy areas and rcn to N until en is contacted, then screens

right flank of CCm"an,

Bask Force Alanis eonsists of 51(-C), B/35,

Task Force Alanis assembles
vic Tattert;

Martelange,

in Toernich and moves at 1800
atks N at H-Hour, advances in zone of action to destroy the enemy,

been cut
Nearest rptd en at Redange. 1l en
Road crate S of Martelange.

on the left of CC"A"; 4/25 moves out today

A/70L, A/2L, with 274 in support.

to atk assy area

and effect contact with friendly forces surrounded in Bastogne.

Urder of March:

, Advance Guard (CO - Capt
B/35, Plat a/70L, A/2
Main Body:

1 med 3 ton, A Tns, (274 initially in

Route, boundaries, phase lines: (

: Ren/S1, with plat ren/70L atchd,
; outposts to N,

Radios silent until first eneny contact.

P i r———— <~ ey

A

Rockafeller) Ren/ 51 and Ren/70L,
Squad and bridge truck, 1 med 5 ton.
A/g; (=), B/35 (~), a/2 (-), Hq & Hq Co/51, Med/51, B/51, A/70L4 (-),

Plat A/51, Plat

posn vic Stockem, then follow rear of column.
See opns overlays.
moves at once to recn assy area and set up

47
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T INSERT #13
Bn order 12 G, 22 Dec ui:

En rotd in and around kartelange; A/25 rcvd MG fire from W end of Haut
Martelange,

TF vden supnorts us by fire from high ground N of terle.

TF Alanis atks immediately to clear hartelange, and secure a crossing over
the river,

Formation: 4/51 and B/51 abreast, A on the right.

Boundary between Cos: Arlon-Bastogne highway,

A/51 on foot, supported by plat B/35, clears Haut kartelange, outposts it,
prepired to continue on to river abreast of B/51 and secure a bridgehead,

3/51, mounted on 2 plats B/35 and sec A/70L4, moves out when A/51 reaches
laut kartelange, and clears W sidof town up to river, mepared to secure a
bridgehead.,

A/?h be prepared to repair kartelange bridge after bridgehead is secured.

cP initially at P50U4357, then follows axis of advance,

Hand-carry radios,

£0



Hqa CC nan, 4 4.D,
Martelange, Belgium
2y December 19

ég;h' 6a, CC 'A":
tials
Dates 24 Dec LL :

F.0, #2
MAPS: TINTIGNY, BASTOGNE (1/50,000)

l. &, See Intelligence Overlay, :

B, Lth Armd Div., contimies attach North with CCs abreast from left to
right CC WB®, CC "A", 26th Div zone extended West to include BIGUNVILLE and will
hold that town with 2L9th Engr Bn. 188 Engr Bn atchd to Lth Armd Div, will defend
and block portion of Div zone from BIGWUNVILLY (Bxel) to MARTELANGE (Incl). Res
Command, Lth AD, upon relief by 188 and 2L9 Engrs will move during night 24-25
Dec to left of CC "B" and atk North, early 25th Dec., 2nd Bn/318 Inf atchd to ccnBw,

2, CC "A" with 1st Bn 318 Inf atchd will atk North at 250800 in zone and
lnk up with friendly troops South of BASTOWNE, Formation Inf Bns abreast, S1st
on the left, with 35th Tk Bn in general support prepared to immediately exploit
a breakthrough, .

3. a 5lst Inf with Plat A/2L and Plat Aézgh atchd atk N in zone at 0800,
and gain contact with friendly troops vicinity TORNE,

~ be 1lst Bn 318 with Plat 4/2l and Plat A/70h atchd atk in zone at 0800,
take tomn of TINTAGE and drive North and galn contact with friendly troops vicinity
BASTO®E, Bn will assemble vicinity 5642 during noght 24-25 Dec. and move out in
time to atk from LD at 0800, Arty preparation will be on call by Cbsr with 1st
Bn, when it reaches LD,

c. 35th Tk Bn with A/2 (~2Plat) and A/70L (-2 Plat) atchd in general

support of both Inf Bns and will coordinate atk with them. Be prepared to exploit
a breakthrough at any point in CC zone, Send Ln O with 1st Bn/318 Inf with radio,

d. Arty: 66, 274 Armd F.A. Bns direct support; 177 F.A. Bn general
support. Fire harassing fires during night 24-25 Dec. s and preparation for atk
as requested by Combat Commander and Inf Bn Cmdrs, Support the atk,

e. Engrst Platoons with Inf Bns responsible for clearing mines from
all roads within Inf zone of advance keeping well up to the forward elements,
Platoon with 1st Bn 318 blow all bridges on right flank of zone. 08 A/2L report
to CC np" CP for coordination, :

f. 'A/25 continue patrols on both flanks of CC mAn,

X (1) Lo from left to right. GCC "A" will send Ln with radio to lst

Bn/318 Inf, ,

(2) Tk Co. and Inf Co. in WARNAC® will remain there for securi ty
reasons until released to their Bns by CC order,

(3) Units be especially alert against enemy air atk and ground in-
filtration,

h, a, Sl lst Bn 318 Inf Contact S-l CC "A" and arrange for supply.
b. PW evacuation to Bn CP by units; from Bn CP to GC "A" enclosures by

CC, upon notification from units, i , o
c. AfL6 Med Co, in PERLE; Collecting Point, MAKTLLANG,

5. a. CC axis advance: Main road kanTelaNUe to BaSTUGN, Roving CC Cmd
CP along same route, '




: Hq CC "A" Lth Armd Div. F.0. #2, 2l December 19Ll. (Cont'd)
bs Current SOI, cCall sign for 1st Bn 318 Inf: 25 Dec HJX; 26 Dec IRH,
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. GG,

OFFICIALs

MURDOCK
S-3

DISTRIBUTION:

CC mAM" File
1st Bn/318 Inf
35th Tk Bn

51st Armd Inf Bn



INSERT #15,

Bn. Order 2200, 2)4 Dec hhi

Concn en vehicles vic Sainles. 10 to 20 en ta ks vic Chaumont, BEn rptd
massing ta ks S of BASTOGNE,

CC A" continues atk Norths 1/318 atchd to 0C "A" and atks on right of 51;
35 in general support. OC "B" on left of CC "A", 26th Div on right,

51 atks at 0B0O to adv in zone of action and contact friendly tps. S of
Bastogwi plat A/2l and plat A/704 atchd to 51; arty and air on call,
eft bdrys RR; rt bdry: N-3 grid line 55, ‘
Axis of advt Bastogne highway (also bdry. between co.).
LDt Strainchamps - Tintange rd,
Phase lines$ See map,

C Co on left of hwy clear Strainchamps with 1 Flat, with A/35 in spt on high

ground NE of town; then clean out woods and adv N,, keeping contact with 4 Co.
A Co, on right of hwy adv Nabreast of C Co after Strainchamps is cleared.
B Co. remain present posn in rsv until further orders, '
Plat A/70L spt A/51 and C/51 with 1 sec each,

Plat A/2L sweep rds in zone of adv,, be prepared to blow bridges on exposed
flanks on order,

Supply and evact axis of adv,

Current S0I; C,0, will be on axis of adv., Ex. O, in E 2one, 5-3 in W zone,
Capt. Lashinske en 0 to 1/318,

S

1




INomttT 16
Bn trder tor 25 Dec Ll:

Large concn en vehicles and personnel rptd in Hollange; en dug in SW of
lollange and on Hill L90; en vehicles rptd in Sainleg,

GC "B" is on the left advancing NW of Lambay Chenet; 1/318 is on the right, -

moving KW from Tintange.

51 atks at 0820, rissior *le cae,
otiomilor. sxis of adv., phase lines: same,
LD: A and C Co. present posns.

»

Plat C/51 with A/35 (=) and sec ﬁém‘ mvs N to secure Hill 490; then C/51
(-) with plat A/35 mvs N7 and clears Hollange, prepared to continue adv to N,

) A/51 secures Hill LoO, obsws Honville, prepared to continue adv abreast of
3/51 after nollange is cleared.

3/51 rauain in present posn until further orders.

Lort znd assadlt gun plats be prepared to fire on Hollange or Hill 490 on call,

. \rty preparation on Hollange and hill 490 until 0800, then on call.
Supply and evacuation: same,

Cummunication: same,

| TH



£ S sy

Hqs Ce "A" Lth AD
. Warnach, Belgium

' 26 December 19k,
Auths CG,CC wAn

Initials ®
26 Dec w ®
F.0,

1. a. See Intelligence Overlay,
B, CC "B" and Res Gmd Lth Armd Div, continue atk to North night of 20~27
Dec, 6 Cav Squadron will continue its advance North along right Flank of CC nan,
35th Div, arrives in sector between Lth Armd Div and 26th Div and prepares to advarc e
to the North, 27 Dec,

2, OC "A" continues atk in zone to join with friendly forces South of BASTUGna
at 0800, 27 Dec, Units will move to assembly and defensive areas, as given to Ln
Officers this afternoon, when contact with friendly troops is attained, No change
in szones of action,

3. a, 1lst Bn 318th Inf and 51st Armd Inf will secure towns and objectives
within their®zones, supported by 35th Tk Bn, Each Bn initially hold out a mindmum
of one company minus one platoon as Bn reserve. Atk will be pushed vigourously
and relentlessly,

b, 35th Tk Bn support both Inf Bns paying particular attention to assist-
ing in securing key terrain features.

Ce Arty, Air, and L.2 Mortars missions on call, It is insisted that this
be used to the maximum, Arty will fire 10 minute prevaration from H-5 to HLS,

d. A/25% Outpost road from MOLLANGE South to BULAUGL ang patrol road from
CR at 539056 South to CR East of WARNACH 55025,

e, Tank Destroyers: Block roads within zone of attachment, especially
roads to East of 1st Bn 318 Inf sector,

f. Engineerst Continue present mission., Be prepared to be used as an
Inf Reserve in case of counterattack, Probable employment in present zone of action,
X, (1) Units will designate air targets as far in advance as possible,
Target designation must be specific as to type and location.
b, a. CC "A" control Point and Water Point at HuINSCH (5672l41)

b, Axds evacuation - Main road BASTURR to MARTELANGz, Med Co. at
MARTELANGE;  Goll. Point at WARNACH,

5. a. Current SOI,
b, CP CC mAnt Initially WARNACH, then axis of movement.
<
SARNEST
Cmdg.
OFFICIAL: .

MURDOCK .

53 bl



. INSERT 418
Bn Order 2000, 26 Dec Ll

e l. a. Elements of llith and Sth Paratroop Regts in contact enemy vehicles
in Sainlez. No details known as to strength or disposition.

b, CC "B" on left will continue attack to north tonight. 1/318 on
right vic Honville continues attack with like mission of relieving BASTUGz,

2. 51 attack north at 0800 with mission of joining friendly forces south of
Bastogne,

Boundaries: - West - Strange river; East - 55 N-S brid line.

Axds of advance - Martelange-Bastogne hi ghway.

Phase 1ines: Same (see overlay II 8)

LD: C and A Co present positions,

3.- a. A and C/51 attack abreast with A on right and C on left. Kighway

is boundary between companies,

b. C/51 will clear woods to north.

Ce A/51 attack Sainlez.

d. B/51 remain in present position and support A with fire to i and NE,
After C clears woods, B moves to P549L82 and fire on Sainlez from SE. Be prepared
to move through A to north,

e. 35th Tk Bn supports attack,

f . Mortar Plat be in position to fire on call,
% g. Assault Gun Plat fires smoke or HE on call,
; h., U.2 mortars fire on call,
i. Arty fires 0755 to 0805 on woods to N. thereafter on call,

4. Supply and Evac - no change.

5. Signal Com - radio,




INSERT #19,
- . Hqs CC mA" Lith AD
ﬁlxi tfal s WA, Warnach, Belglm
ials . 27 December 19,
27 Dec 19@ [
F.U, # L - NAPS: BASTUWNE 1/50,000,

1. a. En situation to our front unchanged other than we know the 5th Para
Troop Div, has been reinforced by elements of 104 Regt Pz Gr. Div,
b. Lth Armd Div continues mission of driving North in Zone and establish-
-ing contact with friendly elements vicinity BASTO@E, " Urder of units from left
to right: GCC "A" 9th Armd Div, (Atchd), Res Command, CC "B", GG nmAM lth Armd Div,
CC A" 9th Armd Div. continue &tk tomorrow; Res. Command, now situated in BASTOQNE,
wiii zontinue patroling road from ASSENOIS to BASICRIE and clear out zone; (G 13"
continue atk tonight and join with friendly forces. 35th Inf Div., on our right,
continue atk in 2zone.

2, CC "A" with Inf, Bns abreast, continues atk to North at #ogd to join with
friendly forces, vicinity BASTOQNE, See opns overlay for new boundries,

3. a. 51st Armd Inf Bn atk North in zone at #0988, clearing area from present
lines to first road to Nortn, then continue North in zone, join oontact with

friendly forces,

b, 1st Bn 318 Inf with Plat A/25 atchd, atk North in zone at gop8/, take
town of LUTRKBOIS, continue North and make contact with friendly forces,

c. 35th Tk Bn continue present mission, Move D/35 (~) around left flank
of 51st Inf on order Lt, Col. Oden to assist movement of 51st and reconnoiter in
force,

d. Arty - Fire 5 minute preparations from H-5 to H for respective Inf Bns
prior to their atk. Coordinate No-fire area with 8C "B" arty, Fire harassing and

interdiction fires during night 27-28 Dec.

®. Engrs - Continue present mission, Be prepared for employment as an Inf

Reserve, :
f. L.2 Mortar Cos Continue present mission,
g. Tank Destroyers: Continue present mission, Guard carefully avenues

of approach, especially tank avernues, Patrol main road from WARNACH to SAINLEZ,
h, Cavalry: Atch one platoon to lst Bn 318 Inf, Outpost West and East
flank of CC "A" as per verbal orders of Combat Commander, this aftermoon,

ho NO Changeo

5. CC "A" CP WARNACH; forward CP along route of advance,
BARNEST
Cmdg

CFFICIAL:

MURDUCK
5-3.

ST | ¥
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Bn Yrder 20@¢, 27 Dec Ll

l, a. PW's indicate that l4th Paratroop Regt still in contact on North with
mission of holding at all costs. 5th Paratroop Div has been reinforced by elements
of 104 Regt Pz Gren Div. ' ,

b, Res command now in BASTUGNS and hold Assenois - Bastogne road, GC "B
on immediate left continues atk tonight to join with friendly forces. 35th Div on
right continues atk in zone. 318th on immediate right now located 2 Km N Sainlez,

2. 51 attack north at g8@ with mission of breaking through to BASTO®NE and
opening Martelange - Bastogne hi ghway,

Boundariest West - West edge L'Arloisiere, thence N along highway to

Bastogne,
Bast - ‘rrailg?P558513) NE through woods to NW-SE road west

of Lutrebois, thence generally along line Iutrebois-
Maruis, not including these toms. (see ovepllay to
accompany FO #l CC "A")

Axi s of advance - no change.

Phase lines - 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 added (see overlay #8)

3. a. C and B/51 move out abreast, B on right, C on left,
b. A/51 remain present position until ordered to move,
C, Arty fires @755 wo @8@P on woods north of present position.
d. L.2 mortars fire on call, '

L. Supply and evacuation - Martelange - Bastogen highway.
5. Signal Communication — Current SOI,

5




|

Bn Order 214 , 28 Dec Ll.

1. a. ®neny holds Hill 53@ and town of Lutrebois, '
B. ©CC "B" on left in contact with BASTO®NE forces as objective, 1/13L
on right attacks N tomorrow with Maruis as objective, 3/134 attacks Lutrebois
tomorrow.. 318 now in CC "A" reserve,

2. 51 attacks north at @8¢¢ to join Bastogne forces.
Boundarie:s - no chirge, -
Phase lines -~ no change, ' '
Axis of advance - no change,

LD: -~ north edge of woods now occupied.
3. C and tffl move out abreast, C on left, B on right.
_ B/S1 takes Hill 530 and continues advance,
A/51 remain in support until 3/13L moves up on right in atk on town.
Arty fires on call, Harassing fires on town of Lutrebois tonight.

IppIptp

k. Supply and evacuation - no cl{ange.
5. Signal Communication ~ Current S0I1:

g
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SUBJECT INF

825 rpts evidence 0800/en buildup for atek
Vaux-Les-Rosieres P4448 with SA and At fire

fr dir Bastogne 09204/

25

101 AB rpts en inf and armor massing P 587518

at 1400/sounds of hvy fighting to NE CP 44

about SM away at 1415A/400 to 500 inf 40 to 50
trucks/40 to 50 trks P5064 inf conc at P475615/G-2 CCB

Civ rpt 50 en with 20 ocaptd U.S. soldiers
inoluding a Col A7 Booange

En inf rptd on all but SW side of Bastogne
friendly trps there rec Sa, nort/krty fire.

3 U Se trks and 45 MM at Remoiville

P4948/20 en inf mvg fr Remoiville dir
Nives P4748/en 6 man ptl and en QO P
vic 473472 109 orashed vic P516444
at 1220,

En build up in Nives/Co Breville/Remoiv-
ille area/approx 190 inf/4 AT guns obsvd
in area/no indication of tks in area,

40 en and 4 AT guns on Hill vio P488489
rptd by object,

Rosieres P4448 now occupied by en

Strong en force attacking Chaumont
approx 17004A.

8it vio Chaumont under control and quiet
en rptd to hold town.

En dismtd patrol mvg E to W fr P475475/n0

other en action.
En tps on rd btn 54748970-t0-559475
En ptrls adtive/SA fire rovd/en baszooka

temms infilt toward our posns/sit under
contrel 11304.

cca

cca

10

25

CCB

25

25

CCA

CCB

Civ rpts 4 en tks and 150 en white clothing 36

in Bigonville.

1230/2 dismtd en obsvd in Sure P464473/mo

other em aotivity

25

53 and TD on our west Rpt 25 en in Vaux-les- 25

Rosieres .

N

FRM 10

G~2

25
CCR
CcCA

CCB

CCB

CCB

G-2

25
CCB
CCB

G=2

CCB

CCB

G-2

G=2

¢o



DATE IN OUY MSG TI ‘UBJECT INF ” FRM 710
DEC No SIGN

24 1407 12 1330 40 En obsvd vic P490485/1305/6 men ptrl with 26 G-2
M@g W along rd vic P479430 routed by arty fire cCB

» 1447 14 1400 Civ rpts approx 150 en mvd fr Strainchamps 6526444 CCB 25
to Sainlez 548489 last night.

" 1705 17 1850 1645/4 en dug in vic P487482Yno other en act obsvd 26 CCB

" 1900 18 1815 sit 1800/en hold Sures /Nives/Corbeville/Remoiville/igt 25-CCB

traffio obsvd btn towns throughout day approx 15 en
dug in vio P484477/approz 40 en in posn vic P490485
1 tk obsd in area vic P491489 at 1305/friendly unit
rpts no en aot obsvd in Vaux-les-Rosieres since 0800
Lgt arty vie P501472 at 1300/n0 other en act in area.

" 1955 21 1925 1910/3 man en Ptl adv SE fr vio P473471 Contacted 25 -2
our OP and withdrew NW under fire no other en act. CCB

26 1345 12 1230 1223/20 en mvg SE along rd vic P460476/some en "X .
wearing white hats,

» 1120 13 1110 cCiv rpts 1ge no en para at Laneville 3950, 63 G=2

" 1410 16 1305 Pe our 1230/20 en mvd back into Sures P463472 26 CCR
can we fire on sure

" 1455 17 1255 Have rpts that en are wearing white oapea/brevious CCB G-2
Ppts also said other portions of clothing was also 1048
white,

n 1230 12 1200 Fwd elms rec SA fire/Erandrws rptd olear of en/some CCB G-2
en still belng cleared fr Chaumont.,

" 1410 17 1325 101 Inf Bn rpts en buildur still in w. G-2 Net

" 1525 23 1430 Reliable sourge rpts 5 para div to atatk Resture CCB G-2
all posn atk to be led by kit E Co 2 Bn 15 Para Regt.

26 1845 26 1636 Are you sending elms to our right flank if so what CCB 25
locn we are pushing all night, '

27 1637 16 1620 Elms loc vic N Hampre rec hvy SA fire and some CCB G-2
direct fire fr N and NE during afternoon.

» 1850 20 1805 1755/§pprox 100 en inf withdrew before Sth tk adv /
entered woods vic P530505,

28 0022 1 2300 Est 40 en infiltrated fr E to Hompre thought to be (¢cB 25
in town at present time.

" 0855 3 0840 0830/our posns no change/no en contact 1 ptrls Mvg CCB Gw=2
on CP.

-2= é/



DATE 1IN
DEC

28 0900

» 1122

29 0330

30 1330

31 2350

22 2142

23 1530

" 1622

24 0812

" 1445

25 0822

» 1440

" 1920
» 2110

26 0825

" 1500

NO
4

13

16

10

13

13

16

22

24

20

OUT MSG TIML

SIGN
1925

1101

0250

1300

2300

2125

1215
1615
0800
1340
0750
1414

1835

0740

1345

"SUBJECT INF | : FROM

1755/approx 100 en withdrawing before Inf advence CCB
entered woods vic P53050S,

Woods at 542548 rptd being clear of last em/on CCB
light en resistence,

Poss en threat fr N or NE be on alert/ron rt in allCCR
direction. '

Rpt indicate en in U.S. uniforms are infiltrating CCB
thru our lines unk pers in american uniforms will
be required to ident themselves.

35 Inf Div rpts Buildup in woods P5753 J230A 2 cos G-2
Inf rptd mvg NE fr Tarchamps/unk no inf mvg SW Sainlez.

SUBJECT ARTY

1955/unident AP flying E to W burst into flames and 25
fell vic Vaux-les~-Rosieres P443480 amber cluster flare
obsvd same vic at 2105,

T:;ee SP guns rptd in CP 630 NE believed painted CCB
white

Re our 0950/1-75mm AT gun Dest. 25

Our fwd elms rec direct fire fr NE unk wheather AT 25
ar tk are SA arty fire rec during night/other wise
no change,

1230/en bazooka team dest vio 511478/1300 en arty £a11”
ing vio 501473 size and dir of fire unk .

En aot during night consist arty and SA fire/red CCB
and white flares rpted.

1350/hvy con en arty fire falling in Remoinville 2s
P4931183 coming fr. NE.

En rocket minnie firing fr 514443 to NW about 1630A CCB

8-88mm guns dest at Salvacourt/en arty posns CCB
strafed at Villegrox, ‘

Ops rptd at Neurburg and Mettendorf 15 klm E Lus/ CCB
Ger border at co ident had 9 81ba20 and some 6Qmm
bazookas/no AT guns, .

1428/20 rds arty fell vic P53458 fr SE/time of 25
flight unk tdec

-3—

TO
8

G-2
CCR
53

10

Net

G=-2

G=2

CCB

G-2
CCB

10

G-2
CCB

{2



DATE IN
DEC

26 1512
"~ 1817
27 0850
" 1045
" 1083
28 1240
28 1652
29 1440
30 0753
" 1035
" 1430
51 0402
" 1200
" 1258
22

" 1225

M8G TIME

RO
21

22

10

11

17

N e

SIGN
1427

1430

0820

1010

1023

1115

1630

1430

0706

1025

1212

0330

1157

1250

1145
1100

SUBJECT ARTY FRM TO

2 PW's captd vi: Grandrue ident B Co 104 Prr 16 _CR 10
P2 Gr Div/the pw's came fr NE of Aachen via Yeiler &
104 PGR was in rest NE of Aachen for ? weeks and left
for this area about § days ago.

1 PW captd vic Grandrue {dant 3 Btry 33 Pz Arty Rept 2CB
15 Pz Div Rtry expeoted to be vic Hompre in woods/gs

Pz Arty Regt left Aachen sector 20 Dec/arr this area

24 Deo/not commited as yet,

Friendly units rec arty at 3155684 which was partly CCR
toxic 1 man evac rpt at once any use of toxic smoke
or bases,

Friendly sir rpts 8 en gun pcsns PPoss 8fmm at appr-CCa
ox 550516/air atckd them,

Hompre rptd clear of en/fwd elms on high ground E CCB
of that town rec some direct fire though ocomming fram
Nandne .

(%]

-2

G=2

Sector quiet no atks since dircct fire at Clochimont CCR 10

and our interdiction of rd south Mochet last nighkt,

SA and 1t arty intersection 4 km SW of CP 58/no otherCCR Ge2

act along rt,

Photo inte;/ht P4656233 well camo AA guns mtd on G-2 Net

veh dug in/at P454619-8 hvy AA posn believed 88's

P446628 1t and hvy AA posns 27 Dec/P367779 stromg pt

or hvy AA posn at P489978 str pt or hvy AA posn.

0745/nc en oontact/hvy arty/en air/bignal flares activd 25 =2

through out night to N and NE.

1U15/6 rds est 105mm fell vic 600 meters E Hompre 256 cca

P530515/dir of fire undetermined. G=2

12 rds med arty fell vic/Assemois at approx 1000 CCB G=2

Barrage of approx 12 shells landed vio 563480/

believed to be rocked type. 25 G=2

En rocket and arty barrage fell on Sairlez/no CCaA

further into " Ge2

1230/22 rds med arty fell vic P 569475 fr ne time

in flight 5 sec. *  Ge2

SUBJECT TANKS AND VEHICLES

1 tk rptd vic Bastogne 09207 25 G=2

Civ rpt est en pz div Arrgiurolle P 4864 after dark

last latter part of unit/35 vehs led by U S peeps 2 -

mvd to Givrypand Rouettd{ d peep (F(\gc;
v,

—da



DATE
DEC

22

22

23

24

IN

1500

1745

210
1525

1535

1622

1659

1851

0828
1000
1222

1311

1407

1445

1450

0840

0985

1120

2110

MSG
NO

13

13

16

24

11

12

13

15

13

24

ol
s. .

1430

1728

2025

1515

1450

1615

1160

1830

0820
0925
1200
1300

1330

1340

1410

V8056

0920

1110

1950

SUBJECT TANKS AND VEHICLES C( 'D

IDIA B rpts armor massing at P587588 40 to 50
tanks and 40 to 50 trks at p 50641415a

4 tiger tks atkg Vaux~Les-Rosieres P4548 fr

SE 1720 4

26 Inf Div rpts 30 en tks vic Arsdorf P 6442

1 Bn pers carrier 1 en ambulance 1 armd car 1
US peep entered Pemoiville P454482,

Unindentified scout car/2 peeps/5 dismtd men
mvg NE at 625356=

Re out 1209/1 US trk dest/BO tk knocked out
by AG fire

En armd olm mvg SU/HD clm at Lutrebois P5663

A711]1 5=

Atack oonsisted 10 to 30 tks rvg S fr Grand
Rue to E and W of town

0810/1 en armd car vic P488482

En trps and veh on rd BTN 547489 and to 559475

Civ rpts 4 en tks in Bigonville

53 Inf and TD on our west rpt 25 en in Vaux~
Loa-Rolierea/Bn clm of 5 tkl/ﬁo other veh mvg
SW fr P 3554 AT1100 Berchdud P5237 clear

En mt ¢l and US
tk type unk at P

vic P458490

peep entered Remoiville/len
4914891315/burning veh loc

Friendly trp rpt 5 en tks vic 523482

TAC/R rpts 6 or more en tk on side of rd inm
field P4856 AT 10304

En tks mvg rptd at 548488

Now clearing woods A5247 unk no tks rptd at

548488

Civ rpts 30 or 40 en tks at Remange 3955

Unk no en trks dest in Tintange trks Honville/
Sainles/Tu tks dest in Sainles/4 in Bompre/Ba
trks dest on hwy fr Sainlez to Bastogne large
smount en train/NE Bastogne/tks dest by FB.

4

-5-

FROM TO
CCB
G=2 25
CCR
CcCa
G=2 .25
G=2 Net
25 CCE
CCR (=2
CCB
25 Ge2
CCB 10
25 CCB
25 CCB
CCA ccCB
36 CCa
25 G=2
25 G2
25 CCB
25 CCB
CCB 25
] "
63 G=2
G=2
CCB 25
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DATE 1IX

26

27

29 -

30

31

1085
1140
1400
2200

2300

0005

0042

0938

1326

1440

1430

15156

1526

1650
1200

13356

MsG 17
NO Slun
24 1006
8 1036
16 1322
30 2103
31 2200
1 2110
2 2200
7 0845
7 1237
8 1430
4 1212
6 1445
7 1430
10 1620
6 11587
7 1140

SUBJECT-TANKS -AND VEKICLES- | - -~ - --~~ FROM 70

piv rpts lge olm en armor going into palloecht CCB
P9249 fr E no clm at that pt/at 1000A more later

Lge olm en armor rptd going into Dehlhoecht
P7349 fr E HD olm at that PT at 1000 9

IOOO'A TAC/R rpts oons Deralbe motor veh aot CCA
obsvd mvg both dir btn Boulade P624470 Baschl esden
P6246

En olm with 156 tks mvg 8 fr 8ibret to Cloohimont
direct fire last point olm mvg 8 fr Morhet areas on
has track laying vehs CCR

2 Armd olms rptd by 53rd Inf Bn clm mvg 8B fr G=2
Sibert P4954 other fr Mornet P4553 mvg 1316
at 2145A

En olm with 15 tks mvg S fr 8ibert to Clochimont
also en clm mvg 8 fr Morinet CcCh

En vehs captd w Bastogne ogntaining many CP and
other signs used by our trps partiocularly 101 A
B Dive Be caréful of such signs~ G=2

What is en sit/re armd clms rptd vie Morhet
and Sibert last night 25

Armd olm mvg 3 fr Houralise air working unit 25

Photo inter/at PA85623/3 well ommo AA guns
mtd on vehs Dug ime 25

1 tiger royal/ 1 tiger/ 1 mk four dest by
friendly fighter bambers vio Lutrebois 10
strafed same vic/some left burning CCB

Air rpts 32 en tks mvg N Bastogne P5645 and
P5652/1415A CCB

En tk 1 rptd 561520/ 12 en tks rptd 572627

‘) en tk and 1 co inf 576618/ 3 en tks 570502

2 on tks 560528/ total no en tks knocked out

vic Lutrebois 18« CCB
1615/1 en tk mvg NE fr P677504 towards

Lutrebois _ 256
Fr inf rpts 6 en tks mvg N along rd fr 25

Villers-La-Bonne-EAU/P570502

35/Inf Div rpts 6 tks P570503 J2254/ 6 tks
P564528 12004 G2

G=2

cCs

CCB

CCA

28
CCA
CCB

268

CCB -

CCR

CCR

CCR

Ge2

G=2

G=2
CCA

G=2
CCA

Neot



"DATE’
DEC

31

22

28

29

30

IN

1606

1714

1810

1251
1520

2003

1340

1940

1134

1200

1250

1780

2010

1600

OUT MSG
NO

9

10

11

13

15

22

13

17

13

TIMF

ST
1543

1665

1755

1245

1600

1725

1215

1310

1800

3705

0825
1450
1920

1655

"

SUBJECT TANKS AND VEHICLES COF—*D
.

Justice rpts reo counter atok vic Villers
PS73502 by 2 en tké and undetnd inf at 1600/
atok not strong often rpts 2 tks at 6561529
at 1520 hrs .

Add en osst for 30 Dec/2 tks type unk dest
by friendly arty fire

35 I.De rpts 6 en tks P573484 our arty hit
then 1 small CT atk 1 tk and some inf P572499
at 1745

SUBJECT RECONNAISANCE

D of 25 Cav C P 49 mvg air CP 20/c of 25 Ca¥
at 484345/CP same Luen/mvg slow no en contact

D of 25 Cav fwd elms AT CP 20 and mvg into
Witry/all other dispositions unohnged

25 Cav CP at 496422/ D 35 CP at 470402 with
plts at CP 3 and CP 20 and O P at 478440 C
25 Cav CP 508445

25th Cav CP loon 489449

25th Cav fwd olms 464472/CP 42/475484 495474/

'507479/p0 sn contact

25th CP no ohange/ with OP at P494482 with
OP at P52750/523495/526485/fwd 518459/ no en
cas/no en ocontact today

25th Cav CP 76/CP 118 tr coon no ochange

Ptrl rpts CP 73 clear of en

Morhet olear 271556 A oleared Marge Reste
280915A one one-half HRR olm traveling E fram
St Hubert to Moirey thru river

25th Cav CP at CP 118/D of 25 CP at 72 with
OP at CP 73/533507/528495/E of 25 Cav CP at

CP 118 with (0P at 527444/520474 en cas today
2 PW/avg no en contact

Quiet night/no en act rptd
25th Cav CP loon Hompre
1914/unident obj and streak of fire passed

over CP 72 fr SE/obsd in air for approx 5-sec~ 26

" Re out 1445/ assault t no en aot obsd .
a:ound that/;ic gun *p

ale

FROM TO
10
CCB 8
10
CCB 8
G=2
CCB 2§
35 G=2
35 G=2
35 CCB
35 G=2
35 Net
36 Kot
25 G=2
CCB
25 G=2
CCB
CCB G=2
25 G=2
CCB G=2
CCB Q=2
G=2
G=2 %liz

i 2 g e et s e

.
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DATE IN OUT MBG TIN® SUBJECT RECONNAISANCE CONT*D, FROM 10
DEC ¥  SIC

so 2237 14 2100 8peocial precautions will be taken that no
light flares or visible signals will be shown CCA 25
Btn hours of 0100 and 0300 pDeo 3

31 2015 17 2001 25 CP loon CP73/Dof 2 § CP loon CP 100 with
‘ fwd elms 568442/557510/564605/5684468/570488/
566478/869475/ 1 fr F of 25 loon 548519/ 1 fr
F plus 1 sect 704 TD loon 555488/mo cas today

2000 no en oontact 26

i1

» 2019 18 2001 2000/ 1 white para flare obsd to NE 25

SUBJECT IDENTIFICATION

22 2118 14 2100 PW 26 engr Bn 26 VG Div oaptd vio P 6057 at
1400 A state two atks planned 1 with tk/ 1
with Inf/had not materialized at 1720A 26 Wt

23 0435 2 0320 Our men captd by en in town 3 lmm E of CP 49
' passed info of operations for tonight 22 Dec/
password for next 4 do.yl/up of yesterdays
22 Dec disp of units with symbols/probably had
code names 36 Net

» 0940 4 0816 3 PW captd at Q515449/these mon belong to the
8 Co of Schirmmjager Regt Ko 14 their mission
was to report the loacn of our forcese 10 CCB

" 1048 6 1000 P564489/PW rpt/wood vic Chawumont Regt was in
Nolland P 5347/yesterday and left in ¥ dir/pw
marched into area fr Ger 8 days ago= 25 CCB

&' i 1813 21 1730 6 PW oaptd vic P513470 ident 8 Co 14 Para Regt
- place of oapt emy MSG 1310 hrs should read

* 513470 CCB  Net
e W 1906 26 1840 1740/2 PW captd vio P474466/ 1 PW fr Hq 1 Bn

: 408 VA Corps/Hq in Remoiville P 494484 at

B Chateau Acruss st fr church 1 PW fr Hq 3 Bn

14 Para Regt/Bn CP in same Chateau 13 btrys

75 mm guns loc 300 meters W of Chateau were

to move to alt posn W Remoiville after 1800/

Srd Bn 14 Para Regt loc as follows 9 Co Nives

P468481/ 10 Co not in area/ 11 Co at Remoiville/3

Plat 12 Co at Coverville P474485/cther 3 plts

at Remoiville have 80 mm mort 1 Bn 14 Para to 25 Gm2
W of 3Bn/2nd Bn oammitted on the W= cCB

. 20156 26 1906 Re out 1840/PW states AM dp for 408 VA at wiltz/
PN states an assault gun brig with 7fmm med brl
} l gun on mk 3 chassis supports 14 Para Regt 12 or
13 US med tks captd vic Wilts during breek thro\z:gh G=2
5 CcCB

=8 _ 67
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“ pabg In.

DEC

24

26

27

2150

1210

0837

0632

1905

6803

1165

31130

1332

2830

0829

09567

1530

NO
32

19

21

14

52

Tl
ST -

2045

1145

cs12

1604

1825

0740

1040

1024

1250

2109

2120

0830

1310

SUBJECT IDENTIFICATION CONT' FROM

-

5 PW oaptd in woods W of Hollange ident 7 Co
14 Para Regt CccB

FW 7 Co 13 Regt states Regt str was 3,000
2 days ago now est to be 2,000 53

€ PN captd in Bdange 24 Dec ldent as stragglers
6 Co 15 Reg/they had lost their way and
believed town free of US trps. CCB

Mined br at 5561297/now clear/ 5 PWs oaptd inm
woods 6248 ident 1/4/7/ 14 Cos 14 Para Regt  CCB

1 PW oaptd vic 568435 ident 11 Co 13 Regt

str Co 50 to 60 m ssion was to Co D to
Tintelange/no food or ssmo rec for Sedays/
morale/falling 15 Co dissolved 14 Deoc~- CCB

16 PWs oaptd vio Chaumont ident H 1 Ban 11 Co

Hq 3Bn 14 Para Regt/17PW ident 2 Co 5 AT Ba/

rptd 1 Bn withdrew 70 to 50 supplies sufficient

to Bn level/trans to Cos diffiocult because of

our arty and aire CCB

2 PN captd today said they were fr 104 pl gr
Regt 15 Div/aays supplied were being brought
fr Wesler for 3 Cos 10

PR captd 5150 ident 1 btry 408 va Corps rptd
their radios jmmed btry of 6-guns was to go
into posn vio Remichmpagne/btry cptd HE and
AP mwmo/PW fr 14 Para rpts hvy losses- 8

FW captd this AM rpts 27/ Ger 3 PP tks mvg W
thru Cugerville 24 Deo/56 arty guns mvd W thru
Remichampagne 23 Dec/civ rpts He saw /en Para
vic P 530375 on 25 1200 and was fired upon by

SA vic P502372. 25

25 PW captd W of Grandue 3 Co § Bn/Co had 3/
88mn guns which were dest Q=2

7 PWs captd Hompre/ident Hq 2Bm 5 Co, 8 cy
5

- 104 PG re in posn rear Bn since 24 Dec

Co 80 men arr this sector 23 Dec/Morale good/
rumor was VG Div supposed to be resdy to move
S to reinforce 104 PR CCB

Approx half of PW ooming in are fr 8§ para div
others fr 3 Co 5 Co 14 Co 104 Pz Gr Regt also

Hq Btry 1 Bn 33 Arty Regt 15 Ps Gr Div and 1 Co
53 Engr Bn 15 PGR used as doughs/rptd mines nmot
armed at 051563~ CCB

usgtqtol 800 men 901 Pz Gr Regt at Lutrebois

e3a

TO

G=2

cCB

G=2

G2

Ge2

CCB

ccs

‘Net

CCB
25

10
25.

14
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Dk I# OUT MG Tr T, SUBJECT IDENYIFICATION OoNT' o 10 ,

|

) (o] q - (
28 1416 12 1408 1130/2 PW stragglers fr 6 Co 104 P2 Gr Regt eaptd
in Hompre/Co was in def posns bekind Para units/
morale low because of lack of food/gas supply
low/2nd Ba 104 POR mvd into area fr Arsbesk Jer -
| BTN 21 and 23 Dec 1 olm demobilised on rd fer ' ‘
— § hrs because of gas shertage PW evao te COB 28 -2

® 1320 1 14 1545 Ask PW if gas and feod supplies suffielent and R

how and where is it oeming= _ ooR Q-2
) 1525 16 1620 26 Inf PW eapt vio Kavasare ident 2 bm 36 Inf ]
Regt 9 VR vie | CCR 0O=2
29 1945 12 1756 Ba losses 28 to 28 Deo/ 92'kd twe wi 40 PW

5 trks/3 cars/14 AT guns/2 arty pleces 750
rds over/ 1 persomnel ocarrier 40 baseckas/ ’
no act today : coR &3

31 1000 3 5121 PWs captd vic Lutrebois ident 2 88 Ps Regt
1 88 Div slso PWs ident fr 167 Inf Div/Veh
cono rptd by PW along rd thru woods PES8S38
to P 613558 to P 613558/ 1 88 Div rptd to
have 60 to 80 tks= ' CoB 8 ,

SUBJECT MESSAGES OUT |

22 0951 1 0900 Fwd elms one half km NE red phase lime/avg 8/2 ‘
slowly-behind dismtd cav no en contact rptd= 51 CCA !
Lo, 1738 2 1720 Our fwd elms half way thru CP 8 rec SP and 8/2
rocket or basooksa fire from We 51 CoA

. 1843 3 1802 en 8 A and M G and rocket or basooka fire

: oaming fr vie 566387 /en force est at 30 to ' ;
| ; 50 not believed to § out off and presenting 8/2 cCCA |
D stiff opposition 8 |

e 4 2315 8 to 10 rds 106 mm arty fr due north fell on .
Martelange rt 2130 A en resistance oconsists of 8/2 cc
hvy m g fire fr windows of bldgs in tomn 51 .

23 0420 1 0550 1 PW captd Martelange ident 12 Co 15 Para

Regt evac med channels states co has 120 men
moral high/.' Co began atck 16 Deo moved to
Martelange 2 days sgo/mission to seoure t©
rds blown but were holes to cross on debris

on foot/PWs state Co well supplied food 8/2 cca
rovd yesterday mvg field post no L 21130=- 51
£ o1
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. DATR ‘TN
DEC

23

24

ouT

1166

1215

1240

1520

1617

1840

1804

1448

1746

MSG
NO

™

1100

1109

1202

1216

1520

1670

1700

1404

1856

1740

SUBJECT MESSAGES OUT CONT*D - . FROM

Vo

3 vehs obs on rd vic 542417/ unk if fr or en

look like US peeps/obe heard 3 tks mvg vio

560411 fr 0830 to 0930 at 15 min interval/

saw tk trks 2,000 to 3,000 yds W of that pt/ 8/2
saw 3 en soldiers at SW edge of woods vic 51
549415 heard en SA fire coming fr vic 562413

1 PW captd this mng at Martelange idemt 3rd

Bn Hq 15 Para Regt was attached to 10 Co with

8 other men of wham he was in charge states

10 Co had 120 men and 4 tks in tomn/2 of the

tks were US captd/states he came fr Bachlfiden
6246/yesterday on foot/ 10 Co was here night 8/2

before last/came fr Tintange 5744 51
1 PW oaptd Martelange ident 10 Co 15 Para 8/2
Regt/oonfirms info given by other PWs 51

Belgian Off at Martelange states vic woman

oaning fr Radelonge 550400 this mng 31;- 2

en dressed in wniform of US soldier with US  8/2
peep staying in house at N edge of town/off 61
is willing to lead party to capture them.

Civ passing along rd fr Bigonville to
Martelange says she saw en tks firing fr

posn around farm just Nof rd 1 km B 8/2
Martelange 51
4 rds arty est 105 mm fell in Martelange - 8/2
approx 1520 A fr NE - 61

BEn cas rpt 22 Deo neg/rpt 23 Dec 3 PWs 3 wi
1 kd/ 1 en oar captd/ 2 US two and one half :1/8

t/srks/ 3 peeps recaptd fr en -

Ron plt rpts brs at 578405 and 578415 mmt/
later not in good comdition/ ford at 577429/ &/2
en QP edge of woods/at and orater=block rd at 51
5744561 /rovd sa and mort fire fr vio 580428~

133 PW ocaptd Warnach ident §,8/7/8/10/12/ .
14 Cos 15 Para Regt and 2nd btry 11 Para 8/2
Ar Brig 51

Bn campeletely oleared fr Warnach at/715
est 80 to 100 en driven imte ©

coA

CcCA

.CCA

CCa

CCA
CCA

CcCA

cc*




DATE IN OUT
DXC

24 2007
"

25 0844
" 1107
" 1430
" 1425
" 1300
" . 1433
" ‘ 1432

uSG TP

NO SI..
4 1900
5

6 2125
1 0800
3 1105
4 1145
5 1320
6 1240
7 1345
8 1415

-

N

iT! FRQM TO

: S2/51 cca
wools NE town still in vic/Tfr I've repidly rapidly
toward P14/ No en opposition rptd/ will consol date
at n 4.

2 pw capt woods NE 7armach Ident 14 co 15 Para Regt/ "
Arr Warmach 23 2400/ Rumor was they were cut off '
and they fled.

En cas rpt 135 pwe 160 kd 140 wd/ sp 75mm ag/ 1 S2/51 CCA
drmo car/ 1 1t mort/ 4 mr dest/ 1 2} ton trk us/

1 US peep/ 1 US 3/4 tontrk/ 1 three inch gun/ approx

300 rd est 75 mm ammo/ 7000 rds US Cal 30. mg ammo

2000 rds US oal 50 mg ammo ceapt/ 1 2] ton trk US and

105 M 8 armd car dest req usable equpment be evac.

En at fire rovd at dusk fr edge of woods vic 581447/ » w
est 88mm at least 1 and poss 3

En act consisted of samg fire eerly in evening/ " "
neg rpt since then

Rd mind w cemo teller mines armd with trip wires » "
at 538450 -

En op at 563434/ hvy sa and mg fire coming fr " "

woods vie 535456 and 542452

15 pw captd vie 533447 ident 4 co 5 Zngr Bn 5 " "
Para Div were 1 plt bro ught frw 1 Lt2 by trk/

wepe defending rd block at 540451 with 3 mg 12 fr

8 co 15 Para Regt previously in Warnech rpt cc

now in woods N of town suffered hvy losses in

wpons/ few left/ 2 pw 6 co were intintinge 2 days ago/

sent outds messenger to tell 8 co to provide own

all around protection/ co str 80 med left fr

original 130 120 other pw evac med chennels

Reg immediate reply re your msg 6805A and 0920A "
more specific info on en tks at 508488/ who obsvd/
dir of movement/ est of no

unk no en inf dug in viec 527457 rd mindd vic " "
537455

friendly inf on our rt rpts lge no en/ obsvd in = "
tintange 5744

-12= -



‘DATE" IN  OUT MSG TT ' SUBJECT MESSAGES GHT CONT'I o e
SUBJTCT }ESSAGES @HT CONT'T

DEC NO  SI..” )
| 25 1650 9 1647 - 1n pl rpts bn pers end vehs in hollange(5347) s2/51 cca
3 . at 1600

" 1800 10 1734 rd mined at 512449/ consists of 6 or 7 teller "
mines on top of rd cemo with manure

" 2010 11 1925  en cas rpt total 73 pw/ 27 of them evac through "
" med cheannels/ 40 kq/Pgb wd/ 2 morts 81 mm dest/
US equip recaptd 1 T trailer quartest trriler/
2 half tracks/ 1 peep

" 1137 12 2300 pws capt vic 5445 ident 9 co 13 pare regt 15 co " "
14 co 15 para regt evac thru med channelq/ w
15 co 15 pare regt states co was org as td co
employing bazooksa in 1ge quanities/ est 54 in
co left tintange 1200 today states cp 13 para
. : regt and 15 para regt and apprdx 10 sp and towed
now 105 mm in baschleiden 6846 at 242200

26 0809 1 0750 en act rpt neg - " "

" 1118 2 1050 2 pw captd NE Warmach ident 8 btry 408 va corps "
were fwd obs for btry/ 4 towed 105 how in posn
574446 until yvesterday

" 1723 '3 1651  req locn fwd elmts units on rt and left incl 80 o
and 26 divs. :

. 2000 4 1935 92 pws cept hollange ident hq 5/6/7/8/ cos 14
para regt mission to hold at all cost Sand 6
cus had 70 men fa/ 8 and 8 cos 130 men fa

. 0823 5 2000 en cas rpt 174 captd/ 7 kd/ 12 wd " "

27 ?7 2 1500 9 pw captd NE Hollange ident 3 co 5 engr bn 5 " "
para dev mission to hold at all cost until
relief tonight then withdraw to assenus

" " 3 1600 133 pw taken su far today ident 1-3-4 co 5 engr * n
tn S5 pars div 1 cc 33 at bn 6/11/12 cos 13 para

regt 5 para div/ 6 co 104 pgr 15 pgd 6 co tm nolte
div r-173 co 5 bnattached 13 para regt all captd
vic sainles

~13w

72




LA TR N g
: ' i | ezt

2040

0035

0100

0103

Q115

1605

l92a

2200

2210

2215

1722

;
R RS . . ‘ B S

Pw states 00 6 00 104 pgr 1t seleh in oadr 5 82/51 og)
mgih;mm;oaoOSma.h 1t ruepnak
co 3 para regt 1t sander oo 12 00 13 par K :
roﬂztltm.ool : . .

woaﬁdnqg&lu“ﬂtnﬁwhlm‘du . "
eoeudrumdriohwhuulm;»uumofdo '
luen rpts n'c;-drllthmlo!»u'lunpmngt,

same luen oo 1t stuewer S '

on cas rpt/ 141 pw/ 11 a 3 towd 75am at “ .
4 towd 20 m aa gune/ 1%4 sg-(.t gun/ 2 morts

80mn/ 7 mg/ 3 primemovers for 1t at guns/ 2 tke/ 1 trk/

1 us 3-4 ¢ trk/ 2 us peeps/ 1 stafs cardest 1 prime

mover for hvy at gun captd

pw captd vic woods n saiwles ident 7 60 104 pgr were * w
polish oconserips state they were carring mort mm mo

fr dp in house at 547515 bm op at castle at 555517

with posns dug in and well prepared 12 btn ¢p and at
ledst2 co of bnatthose 2 places 1 at 547515 alge
cp?co/lpwscolo4pgrand1p'ongreo.104pgr

all oaptd seme vic/ emgr coused as inf came fr

chamont 2 days ago/ missiom rptd by all to hold

bPresent posns Y

pPlane seen falling inflemes vic chammont ident az em " n
by suund of motor only/ occured apprux 2130

20 pws captd vic woods n seinles/ ident 2 co 5 gt " "
bn states co retreated n 1 km at o400 fighing str

of co 8 men co comdr 1t thomas rens of tn formed
into 2 custocont fight had 4 sp 88mm guns dest 2
day ago bn comdr capt funk5 engr bn and 14 para

regt 5 para div were in same loen/ pw states pw 6

©0 14 para regt states co comdr 1t thomann to0ld mento
save their lives everybody for himself 2 pw 15

brty 3 tn 12 arty regt 5 para div rpts remaining men
60 co7aur 1t role tm comdr capt miller div comdr
brig gen heilmenn state must territiying exper- -
ience of war was atk by planes using burning gas-
oline bombs pw 13 6o 104 pgr/ states we ocaptd

last 150mm gun in co/ str 40 to 50 men co comor 1t
Korn 1~ auer/ 8 pw 6 btry div arty pzlehr div rpt
unit left 22 Dec these memleft behind with-150 mm
gun/ 2 pw 3,co 14 para regt rpts elms of regt redrg
into fighting teeam equal to approx 16n pw 4 co 4
para regt states cohad 40 men eo comdr capt
hollionly 1 hvy wepns left in 06/ 2 hvy mg/ pw ag co
14 para rpts mission of plat to hold us as long as

=14=

73




DATE IN OUT,
DEC _
]
28 1240
28 2206
29 0647
" 2350
" 2352
" 2355
30 1530

u5G
NO

TIME
SGND

1222

SUBJECT MESSAGES SENP OUT CONT'D FROM TO

Poss while bn hq and 7 and 8 co retreated/ pw fr
10 co 14 para regt states this worse withdrawing

n twd remdifusse 5554 pw wd evac thru med channels/
rpts he could not req med air for 3 days/ 1 other
pw evac thru med channels not ident

7 pw captd vie 555536ident eng plat 39 vr gegt 26 S2/51 CCA
vg div left siegfried line 20 km w sitbourg 10

days ago suffered hvy cas since mission to delay

our adv/ 1 straggler with the pw was ident 14 6o

39vg gegt/ during lastlO days/ 2 rations ea con=

sisting of 1 loaf bread half 1b basuage some butter

issued/ plat had 40 teller mines which were aboned

1plat attached/ 2 camts gr regt/ ident unk but it had

2209
0630

1123

1130

1135

1440

ron cars with co/ str of 60 men

en cas rpt 7 pw 26 kd4 wd 12 mg dest . "
en act rpt sporadic army and sa fire ted during o m "
night .

8 pw 1l co 5 engr bu 5 para div capt.woods vie " "

553515 ppt they were with out food for 2 days/

tssuedof bread them 1 loaf per man révd 1 day/

supply canned goods '3 days ago constr 60 mem -

came by rr via cologne/ koblemtz/trier , .
i

1l pw 14 co 14 pars reg oaptd vie 553515 rpts hvy "
ocas during last few days last warm food rovd 7

days ago single/ they only small amt of bread and
canned rat issued/ no at guns left in co :

en cas rpt total 33 pw 18 of them evac thru med " L)
channels/ 16 kd 27 wd & aa guns ea mnting/ 6 20
mm gus/ 1 W approx 170ma/ 2 h/t/ 5 staf?

cars/ 1 mort 1 mg dest

1 pw evac thru med channels/ states hisunit 5 oo . "

2 regt 77 lah/ his unit 5/6/7/ co were supposed to
atok at 0530 this morn/ co str 60 mem/ co haudtstu-

rmors her sch reck/ food sit normal/ 2 mgist
squad -

=]5=




DATE IN OUT MSC TDZ  ByRCT MESSAQRS SENT goNT'D | FRA! 1O
DRO NO SGND ’

3 30 1800 2 1715 pw taken by friendly unts/ ident as 7/8 cos 371 regt/52751 CCA
167 vg div/ ¢0 co 7 co 1t sander/ bw comdrcapthatzennetter
regt co 1t ool zellner/ div co maj genhofker 8 co co
1st 1t froehlich 8 co of 335regt has 4~75mm guns horse-
drewn also 4 hvy mg and 4-50mm morts/ 5 days no food/

B Pws taken fr 77 1 states co 2nd bn 2 regt
heptstmedeher/schnelle/ co 2 regt o bessturmbann

A fouher/ sand/ div 6o oberfuere monke trps reached

i villers-la~bonne-eau by irk/ short on gas/ mission to

surround 2 emer div/ to take a supply dp/ lah end mvy

oas in russia 1943 ree 300 repl out of every 77 div in

aec 43/ pw also states about 10-75 Or S&mm anti-tk guns

along rd btn villers-la-bonne-eaw and lotrebois/1 pw

teken fr 1 co 14 regt 5 para regt 5 para div 1 states co

str approx 30 mlq/ completly wiped out todax/ very

short rations last 2 weeks

> " 0115 3 0045 2 pw captd 560530 ident 8 co 2 regt lah rpts 1 tk " "
0 3 to 4 on rd vie 561529 along with 3 dest tiss in

L same vic/ no hvy wans left in oo/ elms of 6/7/8/ cos

N total 50 to 80 men/ obsvd for sec of the armor/ arriv-

i ed wilfrs la-bunnelfau 292 400a fr vic stavelot by trk/

e . : tn comdr cas/ new comdr 1t keil former co comdr 8 co/

T allowance of gas per veh for trip here and mut fr

here 40 liters/ 8 co has hvy moors 120mad med morts

80mu/ and 1 at gun75mm spin organie equip but all

have been dest

a 0125 2 0050 en cas rpt 30 Dec 44/ tetal 16 / 12 evas thru " "
med channels/ all fr inf 18 kd/pgo wd/
" 1127 3 1125 approx 20 rds est 105mm 11556513 1120 dir fr ne " "
" 1255 4 1246 f£r inf rpts 6 en tks mvg n along rd fr villers- la- " "
bonne-eau 1570502
" 1840 -5 1335 1300/ 1 en tk obsvd still in posn at 560529 " "
L 1545 6 1454 2 pw captd vie 559528 idnt 5 co 331 vg regt 167 vg " "

div rpts his co and 1 othercomud into woods e
lutrebuis yesterday fr adenau nr pruemmn mud thru
lutrebuis 0430 today saw 2 t tks and 1 plat 77 unit
in center of town saw 3 other tks on rd at 552529
crews dismtd approx 35 men with mg dug in around tks/
tks were fr77 unit co mud into posn 558528 withdrew
approxat 1045 twd lutrebuis mission to secure end
hold posns at all costs/ 5 co had 40 men 6 co dest/
7 end 8 co had hvy cas also in posn woods e lutrebuis
) ’ yesterday food revd regular revd hot mesl fr field

‘ kitchen last night.
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“pard’ IN OUT MSG TIME

DEC
.

NO SGND
1832 9 1810

1920 10 1845

1130 11 2140

1135 12 2145

e~ -~

- BJECT MESSAGES SENT QUT CONT': FROE  TO
en cas rpt/ 14 kd/ 20 wi 4 pw total 2 evac thru 52/51 CCA
med channels
eiv coming fr lutreduisa ¢t dusk today rpts large " "

no of fn pers and at least2 tks in bldgs in t
hvy cas suffered by en in town fr arty saw wd
beingtreated

plaii‘rtd w lutrebuis wid on:waey to join 5 co 329 " "
regt 167 vg div was psgd 901 pgr 4 days ago but

couldn't find umit rptd te cp for stragglers in

lutremange 5850 at 1400 today bm eamdr 3 regt 339

gegt picked up all inf stragglers and took them to

regt cp in woods vie 563531 off in formed them our arty c"~l” -~
shelled rt of approach march two lutrebuis in

flicted hvy cas only 30 mem left in bn and stopped

atk bn comdr org co at regt cp and mud thru lut-

rebuis at dusk with 70 t6 80 men/ this pw left to 3

treat wd on edge of town and became lost pw rpts

bn op lutrebuis/ 1 tk mk 5 parked on rd at 56165172

out of ras/ posm of niebelwerers vic 579534/ erty

posn woods ne 1 utremange/ 20 to 20 tks of 77 unit

and 77 leh regt come vic villers 5750/ told mission to

cut rd and surround 3 us div/ capt weber tn comder eld

repl bn 26 spoketo men and stated this is last big

offort/ if it fails the war is lost

dodlp'tomourptnDeefurtotalofS/vaco" "
339 regt 167 vg div rpts reewdvmo food for 3 deys/
crew of nebelwfreers 579534 states they only had 200

rds smmoe.
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DATE IN OUT i'SC TRLE s( SUBJECT _MOVEXENTS ' FRM TO

DEC NO
22 1225 . 2 1150 civ rpt est en pz div ar glurville after dark 25 G-2

last night/ later part of unit/ 35 vehs led by
us poeeps mud to givry and rouette

22 1659 16 1150 en armd elm mvg sw/ hd 4 m at lutrebuis is p5653  CCB 10
at 1115
26 1055 4 1005 div rpts lge elm en armdr goinginto dahluecht " -2
p749 fr e¢/lla elm at that pt at 1000a more later
29 14@25 4 0940 rel suurce rpts 3 pg mugs fr houfee ligze q6172 G-2 Net
31 1335 7 1140 35 inf div rpts/ 2 cos # rpts mug ne fr takchemps "" "
: unk no inf mug sw gonlez
" 1420 8 1348 en clm rpts mug sw fr we din to lutredbuis at 1230 CCB 8
10
1]
SIRIECT OBSTACLES
23 0747 3 0300 officer fr crown rpts cmmd pillboxes at p538563 CCB 25

field of fire sw/ p 537554 field of fireme/ p556547
field of fire neall located sw of op 44

w0947 5 0920 cam pillboxes loc at p 3 8565 field of fire to sw/ 25 CCB
emother at p537554 field of fire to ne also at CCA
present field of fire fr ne/ all sw of cp44 oak
relay msg to older

26 1100 5 1015 brs vie 465473/ 473480/48547T 474470 out/ 0945 8pw 25 CCB
captd in sure p463472
29 1300 6 1205 hasty friendly mine field loc 150 yda each side of G-2 Net

rd at 514549 12 yds wide
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L v HE iDQUARTERS FIF T SRLORED INFANTRY £ATTALIOH
APO 254., U. S. Arm“/ .

O Larch 1y45.

SUBJECT: After ;iction feport. .
é 70—+ The sdjutant General, Washington, D. C. (THRU CYALELS).

In compliance witn Army Regulations 345-104 Change 3, the following after
action report is submitted Yor g‘flw montn ot Ja.rm;ry 1955: ’ : ®

Monday, 1 January 1945.

The compunies remained in their previausiy held defensive rositious (see
overluy #1) witn C on left, 4 in center and B on tne right. Tne s@ail eneny
pocket on the nortneasi eage of tae forest neld it's grouna, iilaeu vy the
perfect rows of trees wnich furiuishea =00d tire lianes. A.il persomnel resaineq
on the alert ror especteu counter attack from tne east. Supgorting artiliery
wWas aCtive, Sowne mortar rire fell on "GN COmpany.

Tuesday, 2 January 1945.

Situation was unchansed during tne morning. Fatrols tron g Compaity

reported tast the eneny nockst is appalaitly 05 yards in depta and 100 yurds

in wiath, containing 30 to 40 men and 10 to 1. macaine guns. At Uy3u tne .
Battulion Commander issued wi order to reduce tne enemy pocket. (See Pn Order
#1=5-3 Jr for 2 Jan 45). At 1058 the «<nd Fattalion of the 134t Infantry on

our right reporteda tnat taey had Captured 30 S& Ris in their resumed advance
toward the northeast and it was believed that they might have cone from the pocket.
The plan began on schedule and <t 1210 A Co haa udvanced to tne euge o1 tne wuuds.
The report came at 1337 that the pocket had been reaucea without opposition wne &

all comparies were in their assigned vositicus (see over.a; #2; along trail in j‘s_
eastern edze of forest and in o8t instaices had occuplied 10x noles aud shelters . \
which Liad been dqug and built tr the enemy. Internitvent zortar fire feil near ;
Battalion CP and on B Company area. k;
Hednesday, 3 January 1Y45. ’ Ni

: Light enemy artillery fire on P Company was the oaly enemy activity. Companies
remeined in present positiont with exception tiat tae left paavcon of G Cuapany
was relievea of it's tank outpost duty and #ut into the fefensive line of trnat
company f'acing north. Bn remainea tied in o. left with iutn Armd fuf Ba ana on
the right with 28ti Cavalry. One ,iatoon of B Comiuny remained cu out post duty
with seetion of tanks and platoon or TDs soutn of woods on ra. {Ses overiay #3)
- Jissiovn remained tne same to nold derensive line in east eq.e of woods alu jreveat
enemy counterattacks from cutting pastogne nighway. (See insert #1)

© Thursduy, 4 Jammary 1945. ‘
- Sporadic artillery fire feil vicinity Fattalion CP. Compacies remainea in
presunt ;csition ana were slerted at Q500 for poesible counterattack. ALl
companies recaeived some artiiler; fire but suffered no casualties. Supporting
artillery fired on tanks and infantry whicn was reportea to te moving from 3

Intrenange to Lutreboia.
‘ - /6
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Frivay, 5 January 1945.

Battalion alerted at U500 for possible counter attack from tne nctly contested
town of Lutrebois which the 134th was still attempting to capture. - Companies
received heavy mortur fire during nignt. C Company pullea cne jlatoon out or
the line and to the vicinity of the Battalion CP for a l< hour rest. 'A ana B
Comganies were to follow thie procedure in tnat order. © rourds of approximately
75 1sm arty tell in vicinity of Battalion CP at O944.

Saturday, 6 January 1945.

Buttalion aguin alerved at Q500 for possible counter atreck for the Nortneast.
iission still that of prevaiting Jermans from cutling Fastogie nigowsy, a CO of
35th Tans Bn ana one platcon of 4 Co 704tn TD Bn in direct support. TF Witners
on left (North) and TF Oden on rigat. No change in sltuation (See insert #2)

sunday, 7 January 1945,

Battalion was alerted at O400 due to PW report taat enems ftack trom North
east was scheauled at that hour. Tne attack was not fortncoming ana situaticn remained
the same. At 1020 "Bn Coumpany sent a patrol to tneir front and shortly after
crossing the Lutrebois-yillers La Bonne Eau road it was fired upon by a MG from
the east. It returned without casuaities.

Monday, 8 January l1l94J.

At 0bOU all personnel was awake and alert for any enemy =ction. No actavity
in Company areas during tie day. At 1720 enemy artisilery and mortar fire fell in
" the vicinity of the Fattalion CP and again at 1940 a large concentration or artiliery
fire fell near the CP. One nalf track was nit squarely on the hooud but no
personnel casualties were suffered.

1

Tuesday, 9 January l945.

Sattalion was alerted at 0600. A warning order for movement came from CCMA®
at 0230 following the information that 137th Infantry wnich relievea tne @8tn
Cavalry on the right of the Bni was to astack soutneast at 1000 while the 1l34tn
and 320th in the vicinity of Lutrebois were to aitack eust to the gnigh ground.
At 1215 the Bn was ordered to.move on foot to vehicie asse.oly area tuence to
designated temporary asseumbly area {see insert #3) and revert to Rese.ve Comsand
(see Bn oraer #2 in S-3 cJournal for 9 gan) The movement began at once and at
1500 B and C companies had closed in their assy areas. A closed at 1600 and all
companies remained in tais location (see overlay #6) during the nignt with all
around defense against infiltration.

" wednesday, 10 Jan 1945.

At 130U the Pattaiion was alerted for movement by Reserye Command and a
billeting varty was sent to Assenois, however, at 1830 another order was iasued
(see An orcer #3 in $-3 Journal) and companies remained in tneir preseat
. temporary assembly areas for the nizht preparatory to moving to viein

Luxembourg c¢ity tne following morning.




Thursday, 11 January 1945.

The head of the Bn coluwwm orossed the IP at 0920. All vehiaidar markings were
obliterated for the march and the companies moved out in the order, B, Hq and Hq Co,
A and C. Assembly area was reached at 1600 and the companies oocupied towns as
follows: B in Evange, Hq and Hq Co in Briestroff la Grande, A in Roussy la Bourg
and C in Roussy le Village (see overlays #7 & 8) The Division was said to be in
3rd Army reserve but it was not offiolally a rest period.

Friday, 12 January 1945.

One platoon B Co moved to Boler. Maintenance and rehabilitation period (
begins. Plans discussed for defense against air borne landings.

Satupday, 13 January 1545.

Reconnaissance made of areas North and East of Luxembourg oity for ocounter
atta k plans in those areas. Bn ordered to move wioihity Bittenburg for tactiocal
reasons.

Sunday, 14 January 1945.

The Battalion moved out at 0830 and arrived in new assembly area at 0946.
The compsnies were located as followss A at Bugem, B at Noertang, C at Pont-
Pierre, Hq and Service at Schifflange (see overlays #9 & 10).

Monday, 15 January 1945.

' Rehabilitation period continued.

Tuesday, 16 January 1945, to Sunday, 21 January 1946,

One rifle ocompany alerted at all times for possible immediate employment . )
against enemy airborne landings. (see inserts #5,6,& 7)

Monday, 22 January 1946.

At 1530 Battalion was alerted for movement to 4th or &th Division aress
north of Luxembourg City (see Bn order §4 s=~3 Jourmal) but stayed in present
location during the night.

Tuesday, 23 January 1945.

Reconnaissance made of areas occoupied by 4th and 56th Infantry Divisions. .
Bn attached to CC"B", Companies moved out at 1615 in following order, B, Hq, A
& C and arrived in assembly area vicinity Heisdorf at 1600 (See owerlays §l1
& 12 and Bn order #5 in S-8 Jourmal)

Wednesday, 24 January 1945.

Reconnaissance made of areas ocoupied by 22nd and 8th Inf Regts of 4th Inf
Div. CC"B" ordered reconnaissance made of all assy areas for counter attaocks

(See insert #8)
s - /8
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. Twareday, 38 Juwry u‘uogﬂagﬂ1m.

So change in the sactioal situation.

Waday, 39 Jeawary 1948,

Reocunsissanss WWM of the S19th Regh of she 80%h
Infentry Divisien east of Diekireh. 6 e -
above named unit (see Bu order §6 in 8«3 Jourmal) end a8 1600 A Co loft thelr

ares follewed by B, Hq and C eempanies. The eempanies arrived ot Giledorf whieh
was the vehieular assembly ares &t abowt 1700 as whieh +ime the me2 dimounted,
domned white cemeuflsage suits t0 blend with the enow and moved on foos o offost

she relief. A Oo relieved I Co of the $19%h om the left and soek wp Sheir dofonsive
positien in the vieinity of Fowhren, This Was she most exposed seetor of the
Battalien frems and relief had so take plaee after dark to prevent drewing fire

frem the pill bexes of the Siegfried lime whieh lay asross the Owr River S0 the
cast. B Oempsny moved %0 longsdert? and relioved the eemter ecmpany whiech was

Le © Cempany marched Shrough Bittersderf and then relisved K Co on the forward
slepe of the Niederberg ridge. Al reliefs were offectedsmootsh by shrough wseé

of pl.l:t)m guides shd by 2200 a1l sompsnies were in positien (see overlays #13

and

| tusetay, 30 Jemmry 1945,

No activisy.

- The first activity that osourred sinee taking wp the defensive positien eame
i ot 0430 vhen B Ce fired om &a enemy patrol in fremt of their right flaak platesn.
7 A 17 man patrol was sent out by B Ce at 2030 %o recemnoiter in fremt of their
 pesition, lecate enemy pilliboxes, ousposts, cheek the Our river for bridges,
swiftmess of eurrent, depth and oross it 1f pessible. It was successful in
lesating two bill boxes bus all attempts at getting so the river were stopped

by German outpests. Flash sigmls were also cbserved. C Ce also sents out &

patrel to their frons duriag the night.

For the Battalion Commandert

M 1 lmsr:‘t.

CHARLES L. K

; _ Ma jor, 5lst Armd Inf Bm,
' -3
Incl # 1 - S-& Journa 2 gt ys 57
Incl # 2 - Messages 5

Incl # 3 - Overlays
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HEAD U aiTass ¥1FTY FLEST atbORED INFANERY BATTALION
APV 254, % Fostmaster, New Iark, N.X,

1 S april 915

Qsdall:  After Action leport.

° .
Vs The Adjutuont General, Washington 25, D.C. (THRU CHANNELS)

In compliance with AR 345-105, Change 3, the following after action report
is subnitted for the month of February 19),5.

1 February 19L5 to o February 19)5 inclusive

During the first five (5) days of the period, activity was limited to
routine natrolling. (See overlay /l). Reconnaissance and listening patrols
were sent out nightly. These patrols moved as far forward as the road runming
vparallel to the cur piver between Bettel (P9147) and Gentingen (P9245). Eneqy
activity wis obscrved in the vieinity of the pillboxes in the Siegfried ldne.
sach rizht numerous flares were seen. These were yellow, red, white, aad white

star clusters. wuring the neriod five enemy infantrymen deserted and surrendered

to our forward pluztoons. These men talked very freely, and gave informatien as

to the location of their Company and Battalion Command Posts. Scattered artillery

and mortar fire fell in our area during the period. There wsre no large corcen-
trations, and no large calibre fire reported.

On 6 February at 0945 the Battalion was ordered to attack and sedse the
town of Settel, to move our lines up to the river bank, and to protect the left
flank of the 319th Infantry Regiment during their crossing of the river. The
3attalion was specifically ordered to remain on the West bank of the river and
not attempt to cross. The attack was to jump off at 0200, the 7Tth of Pebruary
1945, A forty (LO) minute artillery preparation was to precede the attack,
after occupying the forward positions, "C" and #B" Companies were to fire small
ams in support of "A" Company's attack on the town of Bettel, Assault Guas and
Mortars were to fire concentrations into the town of Bettel prior to "A" Company
moving in, and then to be prepared to fire on call from any of the Compamies.

[ _February 1945

At 0220 the Battalion kortar Platoon and Assault Guns began firing on-
t:rgets given them in the fire plan. fnemy artillery began falling in the
battalion area and a considerable amount of white flares were seen from the
vicinity of Bettel. "A" Comp , moving on their ohjective, did not contact
the enany, but received eleven (11) casualties from anti-personnel mines. They
reached their objective and had consolidated the position at O430. 4C* Campany,
on their right, reached their objective without enemy contact, but reeeived
artillery, mortar and some small arms fire from Siegfried Line positions across
the Cur idver. ‘

Total casualties for the attack vere gighteen (18) - fifteen (15) from
mines, three (3) from artillery fire. % ...
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8 February 19.5

‘n b Iebruary 1945, enzineers from Company "G", 305th ingineer Battalion, . ,

were czlled out to ramove the mines in the vicinity of Bettel., These they

niled azainst A building, total numbar being about forty (4O). Later in the

day ourin: a shelling by enemy artillery, a round landed in the middle of the
nires, xetonatin: them, ovne (1) man was killed and five (5) wounded. It is

- felt that becruse of this danger, mines when removed should be destroyed as
quickly as possible, and if this is impracticable, they should be stacked in

snall wiles seversl yards apart. :

9 _cebruary 1945 to lo February 1945 inclusive

The neriod Y February to 17 February was spent holding the positions along
the west bunk of the Uur river, firing with Assault Guns and Yortars at targets
indicated Ly ubivision artillery, 80th bivision, and 319th Infantry Raegiment.

17_February 19:;5

tn 17 February 195 the battzlion was relieved by the 80th Cavalry Reconn-
alscance Troop znd was ordsred to move to the lth Armored Division Assembly Area
in the vicinitcy of Schifrlunge, "

18 February 1945 to 21 February 1945 inclusive

The period 1. February to 21 February inclusive was spent in rehabilitation,
maintenance of vehicles, in preparation for further action which was knowvn to be
imminznt, 4t 170C on the 21st of February, the Battalion was attached to Combat
Camm:nd 3¢, and alerted for Loveamaent,

22 February 12“5

A% 0710 the battalion moved from its assambly area to the Combat GCommand
"B assembly area in the vicinity of Cbersgegen (F93L49). The mission of the
Combat Command was to attack and seize the town of Sinspelt (P9853), and the
bridge over the inz River., (See notes from Verbal Attack Urder accompanying
the 5-3 Journal,. it 1945 the entire attack was nostponed until the first and
second 3aitalions of the 319th Infantry negiment could make contact in front of
us. 4t 2330, this contact was reported to have been made, and the three infantry
battalions were ordered to move on their attack immediately. This battalion
was not committed during the night, and due to the slovmess with which the
assault com-anies moved, spent the entire night in their vehicles on the road.

23 Febru 19!

' at 122C, #C" Company as ordered to take high ground, hill 405, coordinates
P273503.  Iney moved out at 1330 At 2030, one platoon leader returned and said
tne hill wias stronzly held and ouy troops could not get up. He was ordered to
returm wd tuke the nill, which was done at 2300. Three (3) prisoners of war .
were token and several enemy killed. *C" Company was relieved at 0300 by ugn
Cavrany, 319th Infantry leziment, and returned to their company area in the
vicinity of ireidergeckler, At 1030, "C" Company was ordered to send a platoon
to Jeddergeckler (P$753) to relieve "A" Commny of the 10th Armored Infantry
Sattalion, and outpost the town. They moved out at 1700, and at 1730 were in
rosition, A rlatoon of *C" Company, 70Lth Tank Destroyer Battalion, was ‘
1ttached. .t 1700 eneny infaniry appeared on the ridge five hundred (500) yards -
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south of "B" Company, Artillery and Assault Gun fire was brought down on them.
. Twelve (12) prisoners of war were taken and several enemy wounded. it 2030,
S "A" Company was ordered to move to clear the road from P978537 to F980539.
b The road was reported to be blocked by trees felled across it, and to be
: defended by enemy riflemen and three (3) tanks. ifter cleaning out the road,
they were to relieve "Bn Company of the loth Armored Infantry Battalion of
their outpost mission in Sinspelt at the road junction north of the towm. e

~accomplished at 0320, Sixteen (16) prisoners of war taken, several

enemy killed, No casualties. OUne (1) enemy tank encountered, fired several
rounds and withdrew before infantry could bring fire on it.

24 F ebruary lELLE

At 2100, 23 February 1945, Combat Command "B" ordered 51st Armored Infantry
Battalion to attack and seize Uutscheid (L0156) and high ground north and east
of town., The battalion to move out as soon as possible after being relieved by
"Fi' Company, 319th Infantry Regiment in Sinspelt.

It was determined that the earliest time that e could move would be 1230.
Attached to 51st Armored Infantry Battalion, B Company, 8th Tank Battalion
and "B" Company, 51st Armored Infantry Battalion were given the mission of
leading initially and seizing the high ground north and east of Cutsch=id,
followed by "A" Company, who was ordered to seize high ground north of Outscheid.
They were to be followed by "C" Company, who was to seize and outpost the town.

At 1215 the attack moved off, being delayed fifteen (15) minutes by an
eneny artillery barrage. They moved approximately six hundred (600) yards when
a crater blovm in the road delayed the movement of the tanks. In the meantine,
one tank hit a mine in trying to find a path around the crater. The infantry
that had been riding on the tanks dismounted and entered the vwoods on the side
of the crater, and reconnoitered route for the continued advance of the column,

The tanks located two (2) enemy tanks, o-ened fire and destroyed both of
them. The column then moved on again. 'When "B Company, 5lst irmored Infantry
Battalion and "B" Company, 8th Tank Battalion arrived on hgh ground overlooking
Cutschied, three (3) enemy self-propelled guns and one (1) tank wer: seen to
leave the town in the direction of Weidingen, (L0357). Tanks orened fire on
them destroying one (1) self-propelled gun and one (1) enemy tank. A1l Companies
reached their objectives and a total of One Hundred and Six (106) priscners of
war were taken in the afternoon's operations, Positions were consolidated and
the men dug in. 37th Tank Battalion joined 51st Armored Infantry Battalion at
1730, and B Company, 8th Tank Battalion was relieved and moved to the rear to
Join their parent battalion,

At 2230 the Battalion was ordered to move in conjunction with 37th Tank
Battalion at 250715 to seize tomms of Neiderweidingen (L0357) and Altscheid,
(L0358) and to seize high ground South and East of Altscheid in preparation for
a move to force a crossing of the Prum River in vicinity of Wedsmandorf (10755)

or Hermesdorf (LO756),
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Feb 1

.~ At 0715 "B" Company, 51st’ Armored Infantry Battalion and "Bw Company, 37th
Tank Battalion attacked liederweidingen and Weddingen, At 0855 "C" Company, 5lst
Armored Infantry Battalion and ngn Company, 37th Tank Battalion attacked and
seized Altscheid. "A" Company, 51st Armored Infantry Battalion and "A" Gompany,

37th Tank Battalion then moved to_ + Approximately

sixty-seven (07) prisoners of war were taken, nine (9) enemy ldlled, Four (L)
trucks, two (2) half-tracks, and one (1) 75mm anti-tank gun were destroyed, 4t

1150 "A" Gompany, 513t and "A" Company, 37th moved from hill n472n attacked and
seized Koosbusch (LO656) and high ground East of town and overlooking the Prum River,
At 1251 "Bn Gompany, 5lst and "B Campany, 37th were then ordered to assault the
town of Hermesdorf, seize the bridge over the Prum River, and move to high ground
East of town, At LU0 the town was reported clear and the crossing secured, "CM
Company, 51st and nCn Company, 37th were then ordered to move to the high ground
West of mittersdorf (L1156) to support the assault of the town and river crossing

by "A" Company, 51st and vA" Company, 37th. At 1530 ngn Company, 51lst and "G
Compary, 37th had reached their objective on hill "366n, coordinates L103568, ma"
Company, 51st and "A" Company, 37th then moved and agsaulted the town of Rittersdorf,
seized the town and the bridge across the Nims River, Companies were then ordered
to consolidate and hold from their positions, "A" Gompany, 51st on high ground
East of Rittersdorf and the river extending from L1256 to L120560, "B" Company,
51st from positions East of the river extending from L0OB0565 to LO90565, ngm
Company, 5lst on high ground at hill "306" from cross road LIO1SL6 to road
Rittersdorf-Liessen, %See overlay attached) :

26_February 19L5,
(See notes from verbal order 2030,.25 Feb/L5 by €O 51st)

At 0800 "B" Company, 51lst and "B" Company, 37th moved out and encountered
Anti-Tank fire from woods at 134552, losing three (3) tanks and knocking out one
(1) enemy tank, At 0900, "B" Company, 5lst and "B Company, 37th arrived on the
initial objective but were driven back from the open ground by direct fire from
across the river, IHeavy small amms fire was encountered on their right flank,

Company "GC", 5lst and "C" Company, 37th meanwhile, moved on the left flank,
destroyed one (15 88mm gun, and one (15 half-track prime-mover, and reached their
initial objective at 0910, where they encountered direct fire from across the river,
and withdrew to a covered position after losing one (1) tank.

"A" Company, 37th and "A" Company, 5lst were ordered forward, and occupied
the ground at 150058, "B" Company, 51st was ordered to dismount and assault the
town of Zrdorf (L1lo50). As they moved down the steep sides of the hill into the
tomm of Zrdorf, enemy small arms, machine-gun, 20 mm gun and 88 mm fire pinned
them covm, and after seven (7) hours of unsuccessful attempts to advance against
strongly held enemy positions, they were ordered to withdraw under cover of smoke
and at 2230 they were able to withdraw the last of the Company.

Un orders from Combat Command “BM, UG" Company, 51st and "G" Company, 37th
moved from their positions to assault and clear the strip of woods at 123549—
130552, At 1030, "Ct Company, 51st and "Gn Company, 37th jumped off, The tanks
giving support by firing over the heads of the assaulting infantry, The infantry
moved in, cleared the woods, and reported their mission accomplished at 1700,

-l -
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urldse repeTtad to ne inbuet e 1vStin Lt 150C the Task Force Commander ordered

1w Comnony, 37tn olus "CM Company, TO4th Tank vestroyer Battalion

3 gornany, olst and 13" Sompany, 37th from that point to 1355%0.
T4t Soricany, »lst oand tat Sombany, 37th from that point to 11559N.

13t Sovany, Sist oand 8 Sompmy, 37th from that point to 155573, where
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i oartiller firc on the cress ronds. at 17C0 the atback pushed off
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the hizaway at 138500 in an arc, to the east of hill "418v and
npn Company 37th and 4" Company, 5lst at 1)409(3 NA" Comnany,
Conpany, )'_;r, xiended on Irom that point to 128577. "L Combany,
Conoanmy, Tolth ‘;_:n.k besvroyer 3attallon extended from that roint
2t 115575.  Conbot Command "iv moved in on the south flank and

rea tying-in vwdth 0" Sompany, 5lst on "0 Company, 5lst rizht
uor. N s ﬂ_w ma 127 Gumpany, 37th ioved to an assembly area in
oi 1“' Cose ot 213C, the b= b align was ordered in conjunction with
Liack Lt 00U and seise the towns of Nettenheinm and Fleissem, and
10 ;‘1ill 11314, ccordinutes 1132600

2 rebruary 1945

roved of i wdth "4t Sompany, 5lst and M"a" Company, 37th attac}dné’
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enitein (L1258, avtor o thorough artillery preparation. lesist-

v

“hty, nd the town cwes clcayod‘ U900, wnesy casuzlties were four (4)
(1 wounded, i‘hiy,—i"‘va‘\"'JS, nrisoncrs of war taken. iwo (2)
(1) motorcycle =nd on2 (1) stat? car were aestroyed RISl uommny,
Goj cany, 37th voved to attack hish sround at hill m431vw, 4t 1030,
_LJ sred IS oy s 37th arere ordered to mova to the attack of
“9)e % 1118 3w Sompany, 5lst and 0BY Company, 37th had reached
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from 115590 to 125595,

“dth 53ra arored nfantry 3attalion of Combat Command maw,
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Sormandin: Vific o of ZJoubat Cormand "3 ordered the Task Force
Jona main i chisy o clear woods =and seize the tovns of Seffer-
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wubuzlls  sfter Action heport
ne : The adjutant General, Washingicn, D. C. \Likuud CHodimbo,,

In curpliance with AR 3L5-105, Change 3, the following after-action report
is submitted ior the month of karch 19L5.

1 lLarch, 1945

ueavy Artillery and aortar fire begzn to fall in positions occupied by "in and
-1 can-nies of the 51lst aruored Infantry Battalions and 37th Tank Battalion. At
115 enem, tanks :nd infantry launched a counter-attack, directed at "ai" and #3n
c.mpany nositions, The heaviest force of the counter-attack was aimed at A/51 and
A/37 positions. In soite of many casualties, the positions v.ere held. Four enemy
tanks were destroyed, fifty-five enemy personnel killed, and approximately thirty-
five others iiere n»inned down by fire and later taken prisoners of ar. The remain-
aer of the counter-attacking force hastily withdrew., The effective strength of the
assiult compranies was getting very low, and they were ordered to hold until their
cosit’ons could b occupied by elements of the 25th Cavalry Recon. Squadron. At
120C, the relief of "iA' nd "3" Comoanies was completed, and the companies moved
cn foot to the vicinity of Nattenhein where they assembled for reorganization., The
dattalion was relieved from attachment to Combat Command 87, and attached to
Reserve Co-uand,.

2-o liarch, 1945

The .criod 2-6 march i$u5 inclusive was spent in the maintenance of vehicles
and i:ea~ons, and rehabilitation of personnel. Duringthis time, the Battalion was
alerted ior possible movement to relieve elements of the 317th Infantry Regiment,
in the area shlenz-Scheid-Bickendorf; but due to a change in division boundaries
the ~lan was not carried out, The Battalion was again alerted for movement to the
area occunied by Cumvat Coumand "B#, but that was cancelled also.

(Hrarch, 1905

At 071> the B:itt:lion began to move as part of Reserve Command following the
rcute taken by Combat Command “B", Une platoon from "B" Company had been sent to
Division neadquarters for the protectiun of the command post. The column halted in
the vicinity of Seinsfeld and the Battalion C.k, was set up with the view of mov-
‘ng forward again as svon as Division readquarters could catch up and move into
place in the center ¢f Reserve Corxmand Column. At 1.,00, the colunn began to :‘ove
again ~ith Ulmen as the objective, Bad road conditions and heavy traffic caused
the colurn to move very slowvly. At 1700 the OC "R" Commaniier ordered the column
to move off the road and tzke up defensive rositions in the vicinity of Darscheid.
ho enemy activity was revorted during the night.

8 karch, 1845

The column was ordered to move cut again at 1300, with Folch as the objective.
The march was made without incident, and the couvanies were disposed on the high
griund west, no:th, and northeast cf town,

9 karchy LMo

{

At (U73. the Battalion was attached to Combat Command "B", with the mission of ‘
]

1
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i moving with the 35th Tank dattalion to siese and hold the bridge over the Mosel
: River between Karden and Treis. At 1100 the calumn moved out with "C* Company,

! mounted on the tanks of 0/35th, leading the march, As the head of the column re-
I’ ached a point on the route at coordinates 1-679,:772, enemy small-amms fire was
i encountered, and the lead tank struck a mine, The explosion started the tank

B

e mine, the road" )
ri1l into the Mosel Valley. The tanks were oompletely road-bound, and the cliffs

*  extemding up ocnnthe right of the road, and on the left of the road, made 1t
nearly impossible for the infantry to nan and outflank the enemy machine-gun
‘positions and basooka-nmen dug in smong the grocks. At 1000 the Company Commander of
Gglmnriouﬂ.ywmdod, and the F.O0. with him was killed by machine gun fire
; the enexy positions to our right front. At 1620, the mine-field was cleared,
“snd the tanks and infantry began moving up., The tanks laid dowm a heavy volume of
machine-gun fire into the enemy positions, and the Infantry dimmounted as theay came
to the positions and killed or captured the remaining enemy. At 1640, the head of
the' colwm reached the outskirts of Karden, were a 50N, Anti-tank gun covered a
_road~block, This was mopped-up very quickly, and the job of cleaning out the
buildings of the tomn began. At this point A/3 with A/51 mounted on the tanks

‘ordePed to pass through "C" Company, and to move rapidly through the tomn and
- sttempt to sieze the bridge before it could be blomn. The lead tank of this force
reached the near end of the bridge just as it was blown. The canpanies where then
. @rdered to clear the rest of the town, and then move back to the high ground fram
shich the attack was lamched. At 2030 the mission was accamplished, and the
companies had occupied positions as follows., A/51 with A/35 in the vicinity of
- Qoordinates 1-675, 786; C/51 with C/35, coordinates L-675, 789. At 2100 the
 Company Commanders were called to the Battalion C.P. and given the misasion for

the next morning, That mission was to clear the towns of Wirfus, Illerich,
, and Greimersburg, to be designated as objectives one, two, three, and

~ four, respectively. ,
10 March, 1

The attack moved off as planned and passed through the four objectives with-

. eut meeting any resistance. The campanies occupied positions as follows., "A"
company one and one-half miles from Binningen coordinates 1-6778; ®»B" and "C"
companies two miles from Binningem at coordinates L-6777. At 1930 the Battalion
was ordered by Combat Command "B" to move to the new Combat Command assembly area
in the vieinity of Roes, Kaufemheim, and Gemlen, The Battalion was to be assambled
in and around Roes, During the night, patrols were sent into Karden, They reported

~ no enemy activity.

11 March, 1 v

The move to the assambly area in the vicinity of Roes was campleted at 1000,
with the exception of "C" Campany, vhich was relieved in their positions at 1300
by elements of the 11th Infantry Regiment. They closed in the Roes assembly area

burning., The infantry deployed, and began cleaning out fox~holes along the road
. while the tanks moved off to the right and left of the road to support the
e terrain here was very difficult for mameuver, At the point where
, the lead tank hit

area for the Division, which indicated that the Battalion vould move to Kehrig.

12 March, 1

The day was spent with the companies engaged in maintenance of vehicles and
" weapons, and rehabilitation of persomnel, At 2330, orders were received to move
the Battalion to the new Combat Command Assembly area in the vicinity of
Wollmerath. The movement was to begin at 0900, the following morning.

at 1330, Earlier in the day, information had beem received relative to a proposed . .



alion moved out, and at 1200 was closed in the new assembly
' -area at Wol]merath.. ,
T March, 19)5

No enemy activity was reported. The canpanies were occupied with maintenance
of vehicles and weapons, and range firing i
to

for the new assigned perscnnel, fhs -
Battalion was relieved Wtﬁd "B", and attached to
Reserve Command, .

column was to follow Combat Command "B
the kosel River in the vieinity of Karden,

_ The column moved out at 0800, and at 1740 had closed in &Y ‘assembly area in the
¥icinity of Simmern, The companies had

the mission of cutting the main roads le
out of Simmern. 4 Squad of men was left on each of five bridge

an to fall along the route of advance, bu:
On arrival of the head of the column at Wint
“thatenemy infantry from the south, moving in the direction of Winterburg, was
ttempting to cut the main supply route on traveling, A Task Force
Smposed of D/35, and G/51 was sent forward to repel the
route for the continued advance of the column. Maj. Charles L, Kimsey was placed
in charge of this Task Force, which was later reinforced by a Mediwg Tank campajty,
Rd a section of T.D,'s. The Attack was driven back by the ldght Tank company,
thich was able, since the enemy had no antji-

ank company compl eting
M, Anti-airc;-art guns

&y artillery began to fall
and infantry, After determining ‘th.t the

| e cammanding grownd overlooking the towns of Eclkwed leor
“Rehbach, and rpenschedd. Positions were occup o

the heavy traffic
over the route, they did not arrive wntil 0430
morning. They were thentakmbyguid
in support of the Task Force, The following morning, it was decided to send
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watrols into Lhe towns o1 bLaubach and ickweller, to determine if the enemy hald the !
~towvm, and if o, in wvhat strength. The Task Force Commander decided that if the : ;
enemy octupied these towns, it presented a direct threat to his positions, and they i
would have to be cleared. The pvatrol into Daubach found the towm clear of enemy, and o
occupied by a for:.ard patrol from the 5th Infantry Division., The patrol into Eckweil- 5
er found the town occupied in some strength by ememy infantry, with machine-gun
nosiiions overlooking the «ntrances to the town. No tanks or anti-tank guns were
seer, 1t was decided to attack the town with a platoon of tanks and a platoon of
infantry after a heavy shelling from the Miedium Tanks and the Assault Gun Platoons
of the 3:th and the 51st, firing direct into the town, This was carried out, and

‘b, the tire the lnfantry moved into the town, many of the buildings were burning,
The encry machine=;un positions at the entrance to the tovn through which the
Infantry oved, had been knocked out by the tank fire, The Infantry noved in against
very light oosition, Sixty-one t.i.'® were taken, and seven enemy were killed.

The cni) casualty anng the attacking forces was an infantryman vho was slightly
woeanded o, o ortar fragments, 1t is thought that. the ease with which the town was
taken, “a: due to-the intense fire nlaceu on the town by the tanks and assault guns
Wt their heavy vweapons, and 30 and 50 caliber machine-guns, After cle aring the
tovm, e Tanks od dnfantry withdrew to the high ground overlooking the town. At
01030, the -atlalion Cuirander arrived at the C.F. with orders that the Task Fcrce
w.uld be wthér . . ince the area wias being occupied by the First Battalion of the
1lth .nfantm weaent. Jhe comvcanies moved out in the following order: D/35, plat-
con Ok Duies A 3y o, 0ly and Assault sins/51, They closed in the Heserve Command
Assenbly Ar & i the viel.it, of '.einsheim at 182030, at 1745, A/51, and B/35 were
attached % Corbat Connand "3t, under the Com and of Maj. Harry J. Rockafeller, to
rove te furfeld to rrotect the right flank of C.C."B", At 1945, orders were issued
to meve Whe recaindésr of the Battalion with Reserve Camand at 0030,

13 sarchy .
The colwn noved out at Gu30, and at OBL5 closed in a temporary assembly area
at #irreld, 4t this :.ame time A/51 and B/35 were returned to Reserve Command control
during -heir attack to sieze the high ground at coordinates ki-131,305, and b-130,
312, the 1.ad erossing at »=134,3C0, and the high ground at i-1hl,309. kaj, Harry
d, Reenafell r sae inecaui:and of this force, The Reserve Command plan was to attack
“lonshels wid otein Rockeniied: fro.. the northwest, denending on the successful come-
vletion cf the attack by &aj. Roc afeller's ferce. Frior to the completion of his
" attack, .escrve Comoand reccived Snstructions frem Combat Command "B that they
woulc toke .<nsh:im, and that ..eserve Juruiand should concentrate on Stein Bockenheim.
Anti-ti Sire from .3 4.l Zins at ccordinates »-139,302, 8.-142,305, #-139,308, and
pines ..t crossroads ~-13us3to neld ap the advance of the force until it could be
cleanad Jute Two taks crossed the rine-field iithcut detonating any rines, but the
third =:d fourth tanks struck rines and held up the advance of the column., Recor ery
vehicles  :re briught Jo imncdiately and engineers renoved the mines under cover of
the inraniry denloyed ahead of the .Ine-field., The attack moved on at 1430, all
obicctiv:os were revorted take: :nd positins consoiicateds 4/35 and C/51 were then
~assed tharcusi: ths cbjective to attack the towm to Stein Bockenheim moving south-
eas. fro.. the ma‘n road between Furfeld and Vonsheim, with their left flank on the
trail ruins southeast fre: the nizhway at ccordinates M-15k4,312, to Stein Bock-
enhcir, .nti-tank fire fren. the west edge of Wonsheim knocked out one of the tanks,
Tre attack rmoved .n over the crest of the hill into Stein Bockenheim, where they
nad defilade ir.:: th- fire fram Wonsheim. At 1525, Stein Bockenheim was reported
clear, - ith the tatks and infantry occupying the high ground southeast of tovm.
At this timwe, & force consisting of a platoon of tanks and a platoon of infantry
was sent to knock cut the anti-tank guns,dug-in infantry, and machine-gun nests in
the vieinity of coorcinates &-lu0,3l5. This was accomplished at 1545. B/51 and G/35
were then sant 1o clean out the towns of Tinterborn and heidsrhausen in conjunction
Cwith an attack on Tieffenthszl, with a platocn of A/51 and a platoon of B/35.
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‘\‘,',tt:.ke:. JSLthsud casuslt, Lo us. Qaven eneny were lkilled,
ang eignt.-sever U0 's were talen. In the atbtack on Stein Bockenheim, fourteen

. eneny wore killed, and fourty r.'/.'s were taken at an enti-tank position west of
onshzim. The cormanies were ordered tc consolidate in the posi.ions that they held.

Durin: the nizht C/51 was attached to Combat Coumand "B', and roved out to join them
4.th thc 35th Tank Battalion, C/35 and D/35 were left under the command of the C.U./51.

% -archy Lol

Lradors were issued to the companies, instructing than to regroup and hold dom-
inating werr .n fedtures covering tne right flank of town, and the main rcute of
suo 1y eticen rurfeld and viendelsheirm. At 1300, the companies meved cut to occupyy
hesitions indicated or the attached overla,. At 1400, all companies were rencrted -
in -ositlon, : A = :

21 t.rch, 1919

The Batt:lion resiined in the same loc tion, and was juined by C/51 at 1430.
4 tillotting oarty left tnc Battalion we resort to ieserve Som.cnd.

22 ;\ni;rCh, l, :L)S_

nu ong oM cunpinies noved to “vonshein; .tne r rainder of the Battalion
rema’n i n che same nosiLulens, .

T ]:;h -1-"‘ E‘

Coriiny "Ah sttached tv a Task Ferce comcanded by Li. Jol., Uden, 35th T:nk
2ttalion, w.i noved out witn thls force at 1220, Lo other .ctivity was rencrted
th wthout the d.y.

2y h_xchy 1605
' .t 1915 the Baf_,tulion nmoved vith Heserve Comiand to cross the Rhine River in

et

the vicinit, cf liierstein, and at 221)5 the Battalion Command Group crossed the
nontoon Lridge over the Riine River.

25 .arch, 195

Tha 3 ttalion closed in un assembly area it sschellbrucker at Cl5v, and the
cansaies wore dis-crsed to cover the rouds and avenues of aporoach south and east
of the tosm. A4 Oou(y 131 comsany ..as given the ndssion of cleaming out the town
of :funvstad., and at 1100 reoorted the tovm clear. "A" company moved with Task -
Force voen abt 17230 e take the to.m of D.nuistadt. No ¢ position ..as erncountered,
and at 1 .G .t conrany returned and closed in their assembly area in the vicinity
of schollbr.cken. At 1,00 the heserve Co.mand colunn began to mov.: to the vicinity
of biet r-. v 1750 tae Dattalion was clused in the new assemvly area, iith the
attalion S.i. in Dieburge At 22LC "3" company sas attached to Combat C .mmand "A",
cwder e coomand of the J.o. LI compidy A/3>th Tank Battalion.

na coved oat

vh o 1oy La

et hoading the pesitiins occupied the night before.

-
D

Sarte Loudel L, Teldon, the C.b,. oF ,/jl 7a5 sericusly woundec In action, and
Jacs. 11 on ., Srane, Battilicn o9-2 was sent -0 3" company to take cormand. At
1., .heo satt . lion was ordered to Hausen, where it would be attached to Ccm- at

S ¢eand o', .. . i.0 the Battalion was closed in the new asseubly area, and the

5=
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Rattalion C.P. was set u, .n the schoolhcuse in L.usen. .i. 2330 the Batt Jion re~
ceived orders to move out at 0000 with Cumbat Command "B", cross the L.in i er at
Hanau, and sieze the high ground east of Geissen. The Infantry and Tank companies
were teamed, A,B, and C companies of the Tank Battalion working with the respective
companies of the Infantry, The remainder of the Infantry that were not able to ride
the tanks followed in their half-tracks, the empty tracks were sent back to trairs
t0 haul gas and ammunition,

8 March, 1

At O5LS the column bezan moving out. A/35 with A/51 crossed the kain wiver at
- Hannau, and at 0645 passed through the $O0th Infantry Division at ¥ilhelmsbad, where
& road-block delayed the movement of the column for a few minutes, At kittelbuchen
light reaistance was met, but was quickly overcame by tank-fire; the infantry dis-
mounted and mopped-up the remaining enemy. The remainder of the march to the
vicinity of Harbach was merely a series of skimmishes in which the enemy would
offer a slight amount of resistance, but would juickly surrender. kany prisoners
were taken, and many vehicles including three self-oropelled guns were destro,ecd.
Fifty enemy wcre killed, one hundred and fifty were wounded, and over a th.usand were
taken prisoners of war. Our infantry casualties for the day were two men. Jdlled. At
1735 the Battalion closed inan assembly area at Beltersham, Une campany of Infantry
and cne campany of tanks was left to hold the road center of Lich, and guurd
approximately 2000 P.%.'s, taken by the Combat Command during the day.

29 March, 1945

At U000 the column moved out again with Lauterbach as the objective. A blown
bridge was encountered a Fluesengen, but an alternate route was found immediately,
and the column moved on vith just a few minutes' delay. Scattered grouns of enemy
were encountered along the way, most of them, trying to give themselves up, offered
no resistance. At 1140 Lauterbach was taken without casualty to us, During the day,
five hundred and sixty »risoners of war were taken, and fourteen trucks, seven
- scout cars, and three trailers .iere captured.

30 MarCh, 1%5

At 0920 instructions were received to be prepared to rove on order arfter 1200.
Our objective was the high ground east of Hersfeld and tne town itself. The Infantry
- and Tank teams were to continue to move as they had, with the infantry mcunted on
the tanks. The column moved cut at 1300, and the first contact was made at liied-
eraula, where two enemy troop trains were taken under fire. Anvroximately .ne
hundred P,W.'s were taken here, and fifty-five Amer:ican and British P.7.'s were
liberated. A platoon each of Infantry and Tanks were drooped off to mo--up the
tovm. As the Light Tank coupany vhich was leading the column at the time entered
Asbach, enemy bazooka-men knocked cut the leading tank. The ¥ ading hediu: Tank con-
pany, A/35, vith A/51 m-unted on the tanks ias brought up to the edge of the towm,
where the Infantry dismcunted and the assault of the town began. Fanatical enemy
resistance in the town, and fire from five enemy tanks fro: the north and west of
the town, held up the advance .ntil artillery cculd be brouzht into pcsition. Une
enemy tank was destroyed, and the artillery made the job of our infantry in moping
up the town much easier. The other four enemy tanks -dthdrew vehind the autotahn,
about a mile north of the town. By the time the Infantry had soved through, nearly
all the buildings in the town were on fire. This fact tended t¢ disccurage itne en-
emy infantry from remaining in the buildings. At 1900 the tcwn of Ascach was cleared,
and the colwun :cved cn with B/51 and B/35 leading to take the tovn of Hersfeld. :
Near the autobahn two more enemy tanks vwere destroyed. The Task Force ca:iposed cof
B/51 and B/35 was placed .nder the command of i:jor Charles L. Kimsey. The plan for
the attack was to move a platoon of Tanks and a clatoon of infaniry cross-ccuntry
over hill 32L to the main road leading from the west into Hersfeld; then tc svdng -
east down that road mooming up to the center of the towm. Two platoons cf taonks, ,
and two platoons of infantry were to inove in from the south rmopping u: to the
center of town, and then to clear out the nart east of the road which runs north- 7
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- east through th: center of toun. C/51 ami C/35 .culd then be sent “r to cle = - tre
north nort of tne tovn, and to assist in cuwtting all the reads leading cut of the
town., Tre attack mcved off at 1950, and resistance was enccunterec oo the route cf
advance at the entr:.nce to the tovm. D.rkness .as begimnning to rall, iiich mnde the
job very diificult on the narrow winding streets of the towns. The vlatcon which
had been sent to nmove into the town from the west, became ccniused in the darkness,

rd came in on the wrong sireet. Au enemy tank at the street intersection knocked
out the leading tank, and enemy machine-guns emnlaced ci: tne hizh ground to tne left
held up the infantry. The street was to narrow to by-nass the buraing vatk, and an
attemnt was made to find a route arcund it. At tnis ool.t, orae.s vere receivzd frcn
Combat Coruaand "B" to withdraw and take up positions along the autobunn astrice our
_axis of advance. Tnis was conpleted at G306

31 karch, 19k

At 0lUOC the Battalion was ordéred to continue tne attack at ubuC, using wvne of
two plans. rlan "iv was to by-pass Hersfeld around the east and attack it ifron the
north. Plzn "B" was tc by-pass the town entirely, and . ove o to the "erra River
at Kreuzburg. If olan "3 was used, the two "C" teams would lead a @ tihe i Tezms
wowld follow. The "C" teams to move to hill 335, coordinates k=385,555, and o
attack and clean out the west side of town. The "." teass to :ove < tne east side
of the "C" teams and clean out the east side of tcwn. The route of march ror vlan
nyt was Kerspenhzuse, Ross.ach, Hilpenhausen, Lberhaun, vnterhaun; ane tnen by way
of the autobahn to hathaus, kecktach, ikccklar; across the rulda niver and scuth
along the highway to the line of departure, wnich was the iire runring east and
west through hill 335. At OLOO, the Battalion was informec tiaat plan '".! w.culd oe

"in effect, an the Task Force under the com.and or Lajor Charles L. nl:sey neved
out. Bad roads and trails delayed the colum.: in the vicinid, T Hivzarsnzusen. il
alternste r.u.e was found ard the colurn moved on. At Unterhaun, .. rcad-vl.ock .28
encountered, and an enmmy S.FP, gun was destroyed while the road-block viis being
‘cleared. Tne column noved .n, until an undefended road-block across the Aulobann
at coordinates Eel15,520 had tc be removed. A road-block at keuali0,>10 forcec thne
colunn Lo 1:ove across country tc the town of Sarga, .here an enemy sus L nsval-

a ion was fuund, and threc hundred P.UW.'s were taken.Tio col.un  .ved cn throuzh
Salzoriofe, 1.4 cien vack oi th. original rcute at hathaus. The trail throagn ihe
woods to Leckvach was a very poor logwsing trail, ond many vehicles becare mired i
the soft 1'ud. kany enemy. F. .'s were nicke¢ up in the woods ~hile tryinz Lo escie.

They did nov coffer any resistance, bat .he namiling of tha. each time they vcre
enmuntered <el-yed the aa-ance. .t 10UC the h-id ¢ “he column broke out cf the .oois
a2nd int . thz viloa b of wackhach,. here u eneny anti-aircraft positions v = "is-

covered. In the s.urn, srisk fignt that followed, eizht &b il . Anti-aircernit guns,
twelve 20 41 . .nti-aircratt gans, one enemy tank, ~nd numercus trucks =nd staff
crs were < estoyed, and 125 P.W.'s were taken, ‘While one platoon oI Inrintry, and
one nlatoon ci' tank$ w re left in the tovm of i.eckbach, the remuinder ¢f the tic
or munies roved nto hecklar. They encountered d.g-in cneny wlth Dazookas along
the viay, r.d s trey reached tne vridge, it was 2lcun, At this noint, crcers were
received ir .. J.mbat Com. and "3" to :.ove back cver Tae trail o .ur asse.dly zarea
along -the autuvahn at Sarga. Hers, orders v.e.e issied tc rnove north anc east o
the autobahn on our original reute toe seize th: drigge .ver tne erriy <Ivo.r at
hreuzburg. ..t 1300 the column moved out. ac c.orclranes h=bu,yJdl, t.o enayy Ll w’
an cver-ass so thai the ceoris biucked ..oe aut.bahr. soey infantry cug-in a.00y;
thne autob:in: nace it necessary tor cur infantry te disicwt and meo Loenm wo. A
by- .85 was fu.d ar.und tne cebris, and in the laze evering, th. coeiw.n moved on,
The "ot coooany T nk ana dinfantry tea. was given btho o ission of clo . ing .aonelacn,

AL
and o1 ciioing one autooahn west i th. towne The 't co Noy T.u g infnircy
‘Peaw were te clear tue tewns of Gressensce, Rossaorf, a.u 7 -5erude, LUl st

~hose .u.ns, ¢ cut the aatctann no ta of wosderf, The wI" c.otay Tornk anxd
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and td' cut the autobalm at
tions were occupied at 2200,

!o- was to c].ou out the tow of Obersuhl,
Medmotion at ooordinates H-6265. These posi
alion C.P, moved to Basserode.

For the Battalion Commanders

ol N
A ]

o Tty

Major, 51st Armd Inf Bn,
8-3

#1 S-3 Journal with Annexes.
#2 Operational Overlays.

#3 82 Jom. /M
7
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oUBJCTs  After Actin Report.
TC : The Adjutant General, %ashingtion, D. C. (wramUusH Cd lisnde),

1n compliance with AR 345-1C5, Change 3, the following after-action

_ report is sutmitted for the month of April 19l5.

1-2 April 1545

On the morning of April 1, 1945, Combat Command "B" continued it's attack
to the east. The composition of the column was the same as for the previous
day, nC" Zompany of the 51st Armored Infantry Battalion, riding on the tanks
of "C" company, 35th Tank Battalion, followed by the Command uroups of the
51st and the 35th, ?/Sl riding on the tanks of 35, ooth F.A. Battalion,
A/2lth Engineers, B/51 riding on the tanks of B/35. The remainder of the
Combat Command followed, The column moved up the autobahn to the vicinity
of Sallmannhausen (0070), when dismounted enemy troops were seen ou the east
side of the river. They were taken under fire, but they succeeded in blou.ing
the bridge over the Werra River at that point. Combat Command "A", moving on
our right took them under tire, and our column moved on, Small pockets of
enany riflemen were over-run in the vicinity of Wommen (072710, and at
Herleshausen (7070) an enemy Panther-tank was knocked out, and it's crew
taken prisoner before they could fire on our column, Several enemy vehicles,
including two tanks, were seen to move south from Herleshausen on the road
to Lauchroden, and CC "A"'s column moving up on our right, destroyed the
two tanks and two other vehicles. The two columns, CC "A" and CC "B", now
came together on the autobann, with CC "A" intending to cross the Verra
River on the railroad bridge at Horschel (7u9707). As the column neared that
point, the railroad bridge was blown. unemy machine-gunners and riflemen
from the vicinity of Horschel began firing on the column, and several
Infantryman riding on the tanks were hit. Enemy riflemen from the high
ground on the left of the road also fired on the Infantrymen, and several
casualties were sustained. It was decided here, to hold up CC "A", and
send CC "B" north along the road that runs parallel to the railroad, and in
turn runs parallel to the Werra River. A burning enemy truck, at a turn in
the road, delayed the colwin until it could be moved. Cur Infaniry, who was
dismounted, moved forward alongside the tracks, but were subjected to fire
fram the high ground on the left, from the right rear, and from the right
front. There was no cover available. The only thing possible, was to keep
running with the tanks until defilade could be found. in the svace of 500
yards, seven men were kdlled, and fourteen were wounded. As the tanks and
Infantry reached a point where the Infantry had defilade, two enemy anti-
tank gus in the vicinity of Spichar (755723) opened fire on the tanks,
and before they could get the exact Jocition of the guns, four tanks had
been knocked out. The tanks following up, destroyed the two anti-tank guns
and one self-propelled gun in the vicinity of the bridge. Fire from the
tanks neutralized the enemy machine-gun fire that had been coming in on the
Infantry. The Infantry deployed on the left of the road, and cleaned out
the enemy that had fired on them from the high ground. At this point, the
head of the column was ordered to hold up, and a short time later, was
moved back to the gutobashn, and back to the vicinity of Herleshausen. This
crossing site was to be left to CC "A". In the meantime B/51 and B/35 were
ordered to move north from Herleshausen to Ifta (711769), and then east to
Oreusberg (7676), to cross the Werra River at that point. A/51 and /35
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were ordered to move to Wommen, Mgrkershausen, and Luderbach, and assemble on
the high ground north of Ifta. /51 and C/35 were ordered to move by the same
raaxte, and assemble in the vicinity of coordinates 747v. The Battalion Head-
quarters, and Headquarters Company moved into Ifta. The "B" team ran into
stiff opposition in Creusberg. Eneny Infantrymen in the town were supported
by two tanks and three anti-aircraft tanks from the high ground east of the
river overlooking the town, Two of the anti-aircraft tanks mounted 37 MM guns,
and one a 20 MM gun. The fire from the tanks of B/35 started many fires in the
south part of town. A high wind was blowing fram the south, and before morning,
nearly all the houses in town had burned, with the exception of the castle
which was situated on a high point in the center of town, This castle made an
excellant observation post for Artillery Forward Observers, and during the
time that we stayed in Creusberg, accurate fire was placed on all enemy in
the vicinity. Just as the final mopping up in the town was done, the bridge
across the river was blown. As darkness fell, patrols were sent to reconnoiter
a possible site for a bridge, and .to inspect the damage done on the bridge by
denolitions., The great fires burning in the town 1lit the whole countryside
almost as bright as daylight. This made the work of the patrols slow, but by
2300 they had returned with the recoomendation for the site, which was to be
Just south of the blown bridge. Engineers were brought up, and under the
protection of a rail-road grade, they inflated a pontoon which after being
taken to the river, served as a ferry to move the Infantry across. B/S1 was
moved overs and occupied a line rumning from the trail at 775745, southwest
to the stream at 763735. C/51 was moved across, and occupied the high ground
from 703757 to the point on the trail occupied by the left flank of B/51.
Thirty-seven prisoners were taken in pushing out to this line. in the mean
time, the Engineers began working on the bridge. The task of placing the
treadway on the pontoons was made ma e difficult by the fact that the crane
that had been sent to them had been lost, and did not arrive. As daylight came,
the last vonton was being put into place, when three enemy bombers came OVer,
circled the site, and dropved fragmentation bombs on the bridge, ouncturing
all the pontoons. At 0715, apprroximately 50 enemy aircraft came OVer, strafing
the roads from the bridge west beyond the Battalion comn:nd Post at Ifta.
Seven enemy planes were shot down in our area. The re-building of the bridge
was delayed until new pontoons could be brought up. No further enamy action
was encountered, and at 1500 the bridge was completed, and the tanks of B/35
and C/35 leading, started noving across. With B/51 mounted back on the tanks
of B/35, and leading, the attack was pushed on through Uetteroda, Neukirchen,
and Berteroda. Here, the column halted for the might, and the Battalion Cam-
pand Post was set up in Uetteroda 795738. A/51 with A/35 occupied the high
ground south of Jetteroda in the vicinity of Hill 301. B/51 occupied the high
ground north of Uetteroda, in the vicinity of Hill 278, and ¢/51 occupied the
town of Neukirchem 8272.

3 Aoril 12)_.55 :

At 0700 the Combat Command moved -ut to continue the attack to the

east. (See Operations Memc. CC "B%, 2 A-ril 1945, in S-3 Jcurnal attached)
The objective was the city of Gotha. The column moved cut without serious
resistance, and picked up many amall groups of P.¥.'s who came out of the
woods and side roads to surrender. At Rordhofen, 0070, C/51 with C/35 was
sent east to Goldbach, 0570, and B/51 with B/35 was sent through Metebach,
0267, vith orders to move through the woods and attack Gotha from the west.
4/51 .ith A/35 was sent to Aspach, 0135, then east to Trugleben. The main
effort was to be made by the "B" Teams. Major Charles L. Kimsey was placed
in command of the "B" Teams. As they moved through the wood east of ietebach,
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enemy Infantrymen, Bagookamen, and 20 M guns were encountered. The task of
cleaning the woods out was slow because the tanks could not get off the trail.
Enemy resistance was stiff, and few P.W.'s were taken. The majority of enemy
riflenen had rifles equipped with telescopic sights. 1n cleaning the woods,
15 enemy were idlled, 25 P.».'s were taken and three 20 MM guns were destroy-
ed. The attack moved on through the outskirts of the towm, where much sniping
from buildings was encountered. The houses on both sides of the streets were
cleaned by the Infantrymen supported by the tanks., As the head of the column
neared the square in the center of town, an 88 Mk anti-tank gun knocked out
one of the lecad tanks, Enemy riflemen and bazooka-men began firing from all
sides. An attempt was made to move one platoon of Infantry arcund the right
flank, but they were halted by fire that came in on their right flank. The
same situation resulted hen a platoon was moved to the left flank. The Task
Force Communder requested Higher tleadquarters that a force be sent in on the
right or left to ease some of the oressure. "C" Company, from the vicinity of
Goldbach, then launched an attack down the main rcad into Gotha. This attack
was moved very slowly due to the same type of resistance that had been en-—
countered by the "B" Teams. In the meantime, the Company Comarders of both
"Bt Companies had been killed by sniper-fire. The Task Force Commander of
the "B" Teams then ordered them to withdraw to the hi:h grcund on the edge
of the town, from where they hud launched the attack. vn order from CC apR,
all campanies were ordered to occupy defensive positions for the night., "4!
and "C" companies were to tie-in on the trail down which "B" Company had
moved, and "R Company was ordered to move to the tcwn of Goldbach and re-
organize. :

Ly Aoril 1945

At 0800 information was received that the town of Gotha had offered to
gurrender, The majority of the troops had been vithdra:n the night before.
The surrender was arranged, and the Combat Command moved, vwith the forward
elements assembled on Hill 424 at coordinates 130538, 1n preparation for
the attack on the town of Uhrdruf 1150. (see notes on Comnany Commander' s
Meeting, 4 A ril 1945, in the S-3 Journal). The move was completed, and
CC mAM took the town of Ohrdruf. The Battalion Command Fost was set up in
kuhlberg 1756.

April 1

The day was spent in cleaning vehicles and we:spons, and in preparation
for movement to a new assembly area at echmar.

o_April 1945

On the oth of April the Battalion Headouart rs moved to weehmar, A/51
with A/35 to Seebergen, B/51 with B/5 to ichwabhausen, and c/51 with C/35
to Fmleben,

7 Aoril 1945

/51 with C/35 was sent to the town ol Neudeitcndorf to attempt to
rescue scme Gificers and nlisted ken wnc had been amousned in that town.
T..ey returnec with three bodies, but cid not 1ind tne remainder ¢ the
group.



8 Aprdl 1915

B/51 and C/51 were moved into the town of Wechmar. Range firing for
newly assigned reinforcements, and maintenance of vehicles and weapons
was carried out throughout the day. '

9-10 April 1915

This period was spent in oreparation for a new drive to the east..

11 Aoril 19i5 }

The Battalion moved out under CC "A" according to the order received
the night before., (See F.0. #7 Hgs. CC "A", 11 A-ril 1945, in S-3 Journal
attached.) The Battalion did not get into any action this day because it
was 80 far back in the colurn., However the Battalion Commander was given
the job of bridging the Saale River in the viecinity of kaua 728590, the
bridge having been blovn by the enemy as the head of the column approached.
The Battalion Command Fost was set uo in Bucha 655602,

Anril 1

Enemy small-arms and <U Li fire was encountered at the bridge site
during the sarly hoursof the morning. Tiis was quickly neutraliged by
artillery fire, and the bridging wenton un-interrupted. 4t 1300 the bridge
Wwas completed, and Lhe forward elements began moving across. The Battalion
minus "C" Corpany, with A/Bth Tank Battaiion attached, was ordered to rove
to the vicinity of Schongleina, and assemble there for the night, As the
head of the column reached the crossrcads at 725020, enemy small arms fire .
from the ridge ncrth of the road ¥was encountered., 1t wys julckly cleaned up
but the Campany Commander of A/51 was seriously wounded and evacuated. The
The Battalion occupied it's assigned objective with.ut further centact with
the enemy. The companies occunied defensive wositions west, north, and north
east of the town and tied-in :iith the 8th Tank Battalion on the right,

13 April l\ZQE

The column moved out in the same order of march, moving east through
naldeck, Bobeck, and then ezst on the main highway, No enemy was encountered,
and the column moved rapidly through Klosterlausnitz, 90ob s> and Tautenhain,
but as it aporoached the town of Bad Kostritz, the oridge over the weisse
River was blcwn, Bowever, the column on the right under the command of the
Ccomanding Urficer of the 8th Tank Battilion had found the bridge on the
autobahn nartially blown, but still in a usable condition. The Battalion
was then ordered to move scuth from Bad Kostritz, along the river, amd to
cross the bridge on the autobahn, following the 8th Tank Battalion, it
coordinates 015005 > the head of the colusn ran inio the trail-end of a
horse-dr:awn énaemy co..umn, consisting of Suptly vehiecles, and wagon~loads
of enemy scldiers atteroting to escape. 1t was tuken under fire and
destrcyed. Seventy two P,w. 7. were ounen. The column then moved on to the
autobahn and across the river..it the crossroads at 158¢l9, the,column was
halted, and then ordered to rove to the left and sieze a crosding of the
Zwick rulde Hiver at aldenburg. The order was issued, and at 14GO the
column moved out., Groups of enemy stragglers were nicked up, and the column
Loved at abcut 15 miles an hour through Setmolin, then esst to Gossnitz.
After the tanks and Infantry had passed through this t¢wn, and had reached
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Tettau, the remainder of the column was held up by smaii—arms and bazooka
fire. The head of the column was held up at that point while the town of
Gossnitz was being cleaned up. This required about an hour, and a platoon
of Infantry plus the issault Gun platoon was left to hold the bridge.

vhen the tail of the column caught up with the tanks and Infantry, the
column moved out through Ober Weira to the main road leading into Walden~
burg. +n the woods at 3996L5, enemy bazooka-men were encountered, but
were quickly cleaned up by the Infantry., Tanks and Infantry then rolled
into Maldenburg, siezed the bridge, and occupied the high ground at Hill
318, coordinstes L35625. In the town of waldenburg, no rifle or machire
gun fire was encountered. All Y. W' s that were picked up were armed with
pistols and bazookas. In occupying the town, one half-track of the machine
gun platoon was hit by bazooka-fire and four men were killed, and five
wounded. A Task Force consisting of a latoon of Infantry, and a platoon
of tanks under the command of Captain James J. Nally was sent to the
southwest along the west bank of the Zwick Mulde River, to contact the 8th
Tank Rattalion 2t Remse. This was accomplished, and the force returned to
the Battalion at 2330. une hundred and fourty P.W.'s were taken in *alden-
burg.

1L Anril 19LS

At OL20 the Battalion was ordered to uove at 0700 to seize and occupy
the town of Limbach 5303, At 0700, the head of the column moved out, and
moved rapidly until it reached the village of Russdorf 5061. There, enemy
Infantry and bazookamen delayed the column., The job of cleaning out each
house was begun, and after heavy artillery fire had fallen onto the tovn
of Limbach, and the roads approzching the town, the resistance was over
come, and the comvaiies moved to their objectives through the town to the
hizh ground on Hill LO9 and Hill 4Ol. In the right for the towm, 25 enemy
Infantry-men were killed and wounded and 280 r.%.'s were taken.

This completed the combat for the Battalion, the remainder of the time
the 15th of A-ril to the 9th of Lay, was svent on outpost duty where no
enemy contact was made, in a rest area, and in the movement into Czecho-
slovakia, -.here nu eneny was encountered until after the uncoenditional
surrender had become effective at 000l, 9 Lay 1945.

(:lAAJJLWx:f ’ ‘
Crhauinid L. l\llu.?:.:f
Kajor, 51st irmd inf Bn.
Inecls: 1 S-3 Journal with Annexes. S-3

2 uperaticnal LUverlays.
3 S=2 Journiil.

For the Battalion Commanders:
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1-8 KMay 1948

combat “wsd campleted by this battalion on 14 April 1945, During the
period 1-8 May 1weo the battalicn was in a rest area, and made a march into
Csechoslovakia, where the battalion was o outpost duty. No enemy was encount-
ered until after the unconditional surrender had became effective at 0001 9 May 45.

Cfarlint Bomany
CHARLES L. KIMSEY,

Ma jor, Slst Armd Inf Bn,
§-3





