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00:00:03 Speaker 1

Born and raised in West Virginia, Jim Riffe turned challenging early life experiences into an
education which took him from his Mountain Home and the depression to Davidson College in
North Carolina, where he first learned of the attack on Pearl Harbor. By 1945, he was in the.

00:00:18 Speaker 1

7th Infantry Division leading a platoon of 10 men in the invasion of Okinawa, when?
00:00:24 Speaker 1

He said.

00:00:25 Speaker 1

All of the people behind me were knocked off. The man behind me had both legs blown off. My
whole back was scattered with shrapnel.

00:00:31 Speaker 1

Colonel James L Riffy's story is that of a true American hero whose army career of 30 years never
erased the question that he never stopped asking why not me?

00:00:41 Speaker 1

There were really no reasons why | wasn't killed several times.
00:00:53 Speaker 2

Good afternoon, everyone.

00:00:55 Speaker 2

This is Thursday, November 30th, 2017, and my name is Michael Lynetto and I'm the chairman of
the 82nd Airborne Division Association, Washington DC chapter.

00:01:06 Speaker 2

I'm here with my very best friend Jim, also known as Colonel retired Jim Riffey.
00:01:13 Speaker 2

Going to spend.

00:01:14 Speaker 2

Minutes discussing Jim Riffe's born career career.

00:01:16 Speaker 2



Career, Jim. Pleasure to be with you today.

00:01:20 Speaker 2

I'd like to start by asking you a few general questions of how you became involved with the airborne.
00:01:27 Speaker 3

Well, Mike goes back a long way.

00:01:29 Speaker 3

| was a student at the army.

00:01:31 Speaker 3

Advanced Intelligence Schoolin 1947.

00:01:35 Speaker 3

A major from the 82nd Airborne Division, visit our class and he said the division had received
approval from Headquarters Department of the Army to recruit.

00:01:47 Speaker 3

Students.

00:01:47 Speaker 3

Intelligence class to be assigned to the 82nd Airborne divisions as intelligence officers.
00:01:53 Speaker 3

He said now if you volunteer, you'll be sent down to Fort Benning, GA for a six week training
program, after which, when you complete that training program and you become a paratrooper,
then you'll be signed as 82nd Airborne Division.

00:02:08 Speaker 3

Well, three members of our class, we had about 35 officers, about three members of the class
signed up and so and.

00:02:17 Speaker 3

Early June of 1947, we signed on and start our training down at Fort Benning, Georgia. At that time,
the airborne training program.

00:02:31 Speaker 3
Was six weeks. We spent four weeks on how to become a paratrooper.
00:02:37 Speaker 3

And also at that time you had to learn how to pack your own shoot and when you made your your six
jumps.



00:02:46 Speaker 3
You jumped with a parachute that you'd packed, so he made sure he was right.
00:02:50 Speaker 3

Right. And at the same time also that was one week and then we had another week where we take
we took glider training.

00:02:59 Speaker 3

So when we graduated from Fort Benning successfully at the end of six weeks, we got two badges.
We got the basic.

00:03:07 Speaker 3

Parachute badge and we got the airborne glider badge.

00:03:12 Speaker 2

And do you recall what kind of glider that was that you were trained in?
00:03:15 Speaker 3

Well, the glider was World War 2 glider called ACG 4A.

00:03:21 Speaker 3

And | guess what surprised many of.

00:03:23 Speaker 3

Is that you know in the 82nd Airborne Division, which we'll discuss later on, one of the regiments
was a A a glider regiment and it was almost complete decimated when they landed in Normandy.

00:03:39 Speaker 3

So many of us were surprised that, you know, after the there was no really successful program in
combat or the gladiators ever used so many of us said, why are we still using the glider in 19477

00:03:52 Speaker 3

Well, it took a few.

00:03:53 Speaker 3

It wasn't until 1949 that the army decided hey.
00:03:57 Speaker 3

We better give up on a gladder training wish they did.

00:04:00 Speaker 2



And just to step back from 1947, you had interest in the airborne before that, but you were told
something a little different.

00:04:07 Speaker 3
Well, yes, that it goes back really to 1943.
00:04:12 Speaker 3

| was a a member of the Officers Canada School at Fort Benning, Georgia, and this was about
February of 1943.

00:04:21 Speaker 3

Had a a tactical officer which observed you.
00:04:25 Speaker 3

During your.

00:04:27 Speaker 3

Training to try to become an officer, and I've heard that at Fort Benning there was something called
airborne units.

00:04:35 Speaker 3

| said the tactical officer, | said. Can you?
00:04:37 Speaker 3

Canyou tell me about this airborne outfit? And | said I'd like to join. And he said well.
00:04:43 Speaker 3

How much do you?

00:04:44 Speaker 3

| said 195 lbs, he said.

00:04:46 Speaker 3

You're.

00:04:47 Speaker 3

You're too.

00:04:48 Speaker 3

The the weight limit is 190 now.

00:04:51 Speaker 3

| never found out where that was true.



00:04:53 Speaker 3
But anyway, that was my first inquiry about.
00:04:56 Speaker 3
The airborne units.
00:04:59 Speaker 2

And so, after your airborne training, your glider training an airport, airborne transport, transport,
transport ability training, you were not immediately assigned to the 82nd airborne, correct?

00:05:11 Speaker 3

As a matter of fact, when we volunteered from the Army Advanced Intelligence Program and were
sent down to Benning for four weeks, we were told that when you complete that four weeks train, six
weeks training and if you are a qualified paratrooper.

00:05:29 Speaker 3

You will receive orders to the 82nd Airborne Division.

00:05:32 Speaker 3

Well, there were three of us and to our surprise, instead of getting orders to the 82nd.
00:05:40 Speaker 3

A three-week course in our transport ability and we thought, well, the Department of the Army is
lagging behind and getting your orders to the 82nd to our surprise and great disappointment when
we finish the three-week Air Transibility course.

00:05:58 Speaker 3
All three of us received orders to Europe.
00:06:02 Speaker 3

And | was a son to a Constabulary regiment doing occupation duty in Austria. So that was the end of
my.

00:06:08 Speaker 2

Certainly a little bit of a disappoint ability, certainly a little bit of disappointability, but are
disappointed.

00:06:13 Speaker 3
Definitely.
00:06:15 Speaker 2

Eventually, right. You would end up in the 82nd Airborne Division.



00:06:18 Speaker 3
Eventually, yeah, if some years later.
00:06:23 Speaker 2

So Jim, share with us some of your duties and experiences. Once you became part of the 82nd
Airborne Division.

00:06:29 Speaker 3

Well, can I tell you how | became really got orders to the 82nd? Yeah.
00:06:33 Speaker 2

Yes, surely.

00:06:34 Speaker 3

Well, | was in Vietnam in 1956 and 57.

00:06:41 Speaker 3

And.

00:06:42 Speaker 3

While | was there, believe it or not, | got orders to the 82nd Airborne Division.
00:06:48 Speaker 3

But | had six week six months of temporary duty at the University of Maryland to complete the
requirements for a degree in.

00:06:57 Speaker 3

In military science, so | really didn't get to the 82nd Airborne Division until early February of 19158.
00:07:07 Speaker 3

So that's a many years after | thought | was going to become a.

00:07:11 Speaker 3

So Ifinally, as | say, got to the 82nd in February of 1958 and | was assigned as the S3. The S3is an
individual who is responsible for training, operations and planning of his unit.

00:07:26 Speaker 3

So I was the S3 of the second Airborne Battle Group, 503 Parachute Infantry Regiment, and it's a job
that | held for 16 months.

00:07:37 Speaker 2

Fantastic. And some of those duties and responsibilities as far as your command in in that unit?



00:07:45 Speaker 3
Well there the S3. Most people think of the S3 that all you have to dois.
00:07:52 Speaker 3

You know, take care of training, but you had many other responsibilities because remember that the
you you involved in operations and you involved in planning.

00:08:04 Speaker 3
| had to develop procedures.
00:08:07 Speaker 3
For out loading for example.
00:08:08 Speaker 3

We frequently practice out loading because the airborne division, of course it gets into combat
through car craft, so | had | had to do that and.

00:08:19 Speaker 3

Well, there's many other procedure | had to do it up procedures for operations in the.

00:08:25 Speaker 3

| had to develop domestic disturbances, so it was on and on on, but it was very, very interesting.
00:08:32 Speaker 3

And in certain way, challenging goes a many it was very new to me.

00:08:38 Speaker 2

OK. And during that time frame, was this the training notes were airborne all the way came about?
00:08:43 Speaker 3

Well, that came about.

00:08:47 Speaker 3

In 1958, when | was still the S3, | spent about half of my time visiting the.

00:08:56 Speaker 3

Seven companies we had in the battle group to observe their training and to talk to the officers and
non commissioned officers.

00:09:05 Speaker 3

What would you like to do next week? 'cause? | was responsible for preparing the training
schedules.



00:09:12 Speaker 3

So what | would do at on Saturday of every week.

00:09:17 Speaker 3

I would prepare my training notes and in one of those training notes | said that.
00:09:24 Speaker 3

When an officer of the battle groups meets one of our troopers, the officer will sound off airborne
and the trooper respond all the way, Sir.

00:09:37 Speaker 3
Well, | was surprised really how fast that thing caught on.
00:09:40 Speaker 3

I mean it within a week or two, you walk around the battle group areas airborne all the way through
Arbor all the way through.

00:09:48 Speaker 3

So that went on for a long, long time.

00:09:51 Speaker 2

Which still lives on today.

00:09:51

And.

00:09:53 Speaker 3

And it's still going.

00:09:55 Speaker 3

Today, as a matter of fact.

00:09:57 Speaker 2

In one of those maneuvers that you participated in was.
00:10:02 Speaker 2

You were deployed with the third Airborne Battle group to Alaska.
00:10:06 Speaker 3

Yeah. And the fall of 1958.

00:10:12 Speaker 3



The second hour born Battle Group 50 third Infantry, which we all thought was the best battle group
in the division and we were sure we were the best battle group in the entire army.

00:10:23 Speaker 3

But anyway, in the fall of 1958, the division was selected to participate.
00:10:30 Speaker 3

In the Department of the Army Maneuver in Alaska.

00:10:32 Speaker 3

God and the maneuver eventually called Caribou Creek, so.

00:10:40 Speaker 3

The commanding officer of the Battle Group designated me to go to Alaska and coordinate with the
headquarters, U.S. Army Alaska, about the oncoming exercise, which | did that.

00:10:54 Speaker 3
And also once | did that, the group Demandor said.
00:10:59 Speaker 3

Jim, I want you to design a program so our people will know how to operate in the cold weather
conditions, which | also did that but.

00:11:10 Speaker 3

Actually, what happened in January and February of 19?7
00:11:15

Yeah.

00:11:16 Speaker 3

See, that would have been 1959.

00:11:20 Speaker 3

We went to Alaska and they we had two months to train the battle group, which is about 2000
officers and men, how to operate in cold weather conditions.

00:11:31 Speaker 3

And this was done in an area very near Fort Richardson, AK, where the headquarters of the army
was. So after the two weeks of training, then March was devoted to a.

00:11:45 Speaker 3

Exercise with another battle group.



00:11:48 Speaker 3

Was a battle group.

00:11:50 Speaker 3

We just called a straight legs battle group.
00:11:52 Speaker 3

Weren't.

00:11:52 Speaker 3

In Alaska, so the maneuver was.

00:11:57 Speaker 2

You might have to explain leg to people, Jim.
00:11:59 Speaker 3

Yeah, the maneuver was the battle group of the 82nd Airborne Division.
00:12:06 Speaker 3

Versus a battle group of the Alaska command. It was supposed to last a whole month, but actually
in about two weeks, the umpires who were overseeing the maneuver.

00:12:21 Speaker 3

Said you.

00:12:22 Speaker 3

That's that's the end of that, because the other unit was no longer effective.
00:12:25 Speaker 3

Yeah.

00:12:26 Speaker 3

So | was very pleased that.

00:12:30 Speaker 3

When | finished that, | received a letter of commendation from the commanding general of the
Alaskan Command. So that was very nice thing, | thought.

00:12:38 Speaker 2

Fantastic. And so for those of you, a leg would be a non airborne trooper, usually derogatory term
used by the airborne to describe other soldiers in the army.

00:12:48 Speaker 2



So you went a long way from the the Arctic of Alaska and then would leave the division. And when
coming back, you actually deployed to Vietnam.

00:12:56 Speaker 2

You want to talk about that timeframe, Jim?

00:12:56 Speaker 3

Well, actually when | came back from Caribou Creek.
00:13:05 Speaker 3

A little bit.

00:13:06 Speaker 3

| had had more time with the 250 third.

00:13:11 Speaker 3

In the fall of 1959, | was selected to be the Executive officer of the Battle Group, and in February of
1960 | was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel.

00:13:26 Speaker 3

And there were still some some time left by service with a 250 third, but in April of 1960, the 250
third was ordered to go to Okinaw.

00:13:42 Speaker 3

A and if you've been reading about what's been going on in Vietham the last several years, you heard
about the 173rd Airborne Brigade with a 2503 was the basis for the?

00:13:58 Speaker 3
The 73rd Airborne Brigade.
00:14:00 Speaker 3

But anyway, so | couldn't go with them because | had orders to the Army War College when | was
supposed to report in August. But in the meantime they they wanted to have me doing something.

00:14:12 Speaker 3

They decided to activate the second Arbor and Battle Group 2504.
00:14:19 Speaker 3

Parachute Infantry Regiment and | was ordered to.

00:14:24 Speaker 3

Organize the 2504 and to become its commanding officer.



00:14:29 Speaker 3
And so | was a commanding officer until about all maybe early June when the full Carl came in.
00:14:37 Speaker 3

So he he became the battle group commander, and | became the Debbie Battle group commander.
And shortly after that.

00:14:44 Speaker 3

| left to go to the army war.

00:14:46 Speaker 3

So that's that was that, that was about the end of my.
00:14:46 Speaker 2

The Lieutenant Colonel Riffy stands up.

00:14:49 Speaker 3

Really most important to her with the agency, that board of agency, it's not my last one. Not my last
one. But | but a very important one.

00:14:53 Speaker 2
So Lieutenant Colonel Riffy stands up the 2nd 504.
00:14:58 Speaker 2

Fantastic. So Lieutenant Colonel Riffy stands up 2nd 504, which is still part of the 82nd Airborne
Division.

00:15:04 Speaker 3

Today | might mention for that.

00:15:07 Speaker 3

Last May, Mike and | go down to Fort Bragg, NC to to.
00:15:13 Speaker 3

What's it called Airborne Week and last year | was 'cause. | was down there and the company
commander of one of the companies of the two 504.

00:15:25 Speaker 3
Came to me and he said, would you please?
00:15:28 Speaker 3

Come over and address my company in it and so.



00:15:33 Speaker 3

One of the most | think | think the most interesting and delightful time that | had during the whole
week was meeting with a company of the Second Airborne Battle Group 504 and talking about my
experiences in World War 2.

00:15:47 Speaker 3

And then | thought that was the end of that.

00:15:50 Speaker 3

But the that later on that day the battalion commander came up to me and he said.
00:15:57 Speaker 3

Would you mind talking to my battalion, which was going, by the way, to Afghanistan?
00:16:04 Speaker 3

So lwentin and | talked to the battalion of the two 504 as they were getting ready to go to
Afghanistan, and I'm not sure, Mike, if their tour is over there they are.

00:16:15 Speaker 2
They have returned and I've been in touch with the battalion.
00:16:18 Speaker 2

Just talk about your speech to them to this day, so they really enjoyed it. So they're really excited to
have you in their presence prior to deploying the Afghanistan.

00:16:20 Speaker 3

Oh.

00:16:29 Speaker 2

So so after that you would leave for Bragg for a number of years.
00:16:34 Speaker 3

Well, yes, | | left Fort Bragg and | thought, well, you know, I'll never be assigned to the 82nd Airborne
Division again, however.

00:16:45 Speaker 2
Why is that, Jim? But why?
00:16:47 Speaker 3

Well, | was a regular army officer and you know, they try to point your career and give you
assignments. So it you'll achieve the highest grade possible.

00:16:47 Speaker 2



Was that difficult for?

00:16:59 Speaker 3

So when | left Fort Bragg and | was a Lieutenant Colonel and | thought, well, that's the end of that.
00:17:09 Speaker 3

Butin 19 August of 1967.

00:17:14 Speaker 3

| was a member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and assigned as a delegate delegate to the Military
Committee of NATO and.

00:17:25 Speaker 3

My boss was a four-star Admiral, and so one day he called me and he said, do you know general
sites? | said, well, Sir, he was one of my battle group commanders. You know, back in the 50s and
early 60s, he said.

00:17:41 Speaker 3

Well, he's now the division commander and he wants you to come down and command the brigade.
And he said, would you like to go?

00:17:47 Speaker 3

Oh, yes, Sir, he.

00:17:49 Speaker 3

Well, we were getting ready, by the way, to move the military committee from the Pentagon.
00:17:56 Speaker 3

Belgium and | had been the part of the advanced party, so he said.

00:18:01 Speaker 3

Well, | hate to release you, but if you want to go, I.

00:18:07 Speaker 3

So he released me and August of 1967. | arrived at the 82nd Airborne Division and | was assigned as
the commanding officer.

00:18:17 Speaker 3
Of the support command of the 82nd Airborne Division.
00:18:21 Speaker 2

Avery important command.



00:18:24 Speaker 2

And after that, Jim, after the support command.

00:18:26 Speaker 3

Well, at the support command.

00:18:29 Speaker 3

Let me talk something that happened. | thought very unusual.
00:18:33 Speaker 3

Support command.

00:18:36 Speaker 3

In the February of 19.

00:18:41 Speaker 3

February of 19.

00:18:45 Speaker 3

68.

00:18:47 Speaker 3

The division received orders to.

00:18:50 Speaker 3

Now, you may recall that a Ted Offensive was in January of 1968.
00:18:57 Speaker 3

And of course, the fighting was still going on, so the 82nd.
00:19:02 Speaker 3

Asian was ordered to Vietnam.

00:19:06 Speaker 3

The the Regian commander said to.

00:19:08 Speaker 3

Jim, | want you to take a team.

00:19:11 Speaker 3

Go with the advanced elements to Vietnam, which was the 3rd Brigade.

00:19:16 Speaker 3



And when you get there, | want you to establish the division headquarters cause the remainder of
the division is going to be coming the next month or so.

00:19:26 Speaker 3

So | went with the Advanced division that we we arrived at a place called Chula, Chula and was sort
of toward the northern part of South Vietnam, but was also home with the Miracle Division.

00:19:39 Speaker 3

Headquarters was there.

00:19:41 Speaker 3

And they so my surprise, they had barracks. They had a post exchange.
00:19:45 Speaker 3

Said is this is this the war but anyway.
00:19:51 Speaker 3

l.

00:19:51 Speaker 3

| didn't know who to contact, but.

00:19:55 Speaker 3

| became acquainted with the chief of staff.
00:19:59 Speaker 3

And | said, you know, | got to find out for the division headquarters going to be. And | said, do you
know anybody down in Saigon that you can call for me?

00:20:08 Speaker 3
So he called out and he explained what was going.
00:20:11 Speaker 3

They said, well, we haven't made a decision yet as to where the 82nd Harborne Division
headquarters is going to be.

00:20:17 Speaker 3
Said call back tomorrow so we can get together and and he called every.
00:20:22 Speaker 3

We called every day for two weeks and every day it would say no decisions been made for the
division headquarters going to be.



00:20:31 Speaker 3
And finally, after about two weeks, | said.
00:20:33 Speaker 3

Well, it was decided that the rest of the 82nd Airborne Division is not going to come because they
realize that the strategic Services, military services.

00:20:48 Speaker 3

Available to the military forces, America were two brigades of 82nd Airborne Division. All other units
were committed to Vietham.

00:20:58 Speaker 3

So I was told then to bring my team back to Fort Bragg.
00:21:04 Speaker 3

Well, that was easier said than done.

00:21:06 Speaker 3

It was no problem getting out of July to denying and | got down there and they said, you know, we
we're going back to the States and they said, where are your orders?

00:21:16 Speaker 3

Well, I'm here with the orders of the commanding General, 82nd Airborne Division. No good.
00:21:23 Speaker 3

You have to have written order or you can't get on these planes.

00:21:26 Speaker 3

Well, that took another week or 10 days.

00:21:29 Speaker 3

So finally | got back to the agent Secondart board division and resume my duties there. As the
commanding officer of the support command.

00:21:39 Speaker 2

And after the support command coming back to Fort Bragg, it was shortly.

00:21:44 Speaker 2

Then when you left Fort Bragg for the second time and thought you would never jump.
00:21:47 Speaker 3

Again, well, | had one more job.



00:21:51 Speaker 3

Yeah, there was a lot of turnover in the 82nd Airborne Division at that time.
00:21:57 Speaker 3

Remember.

00:21:58 Speaker 3

We had lost the third brigade, which was in Vietnam, and that was about 5000 troops. Because not
only did you have the infantry, but.

00:22:07 Speaker 3

As a support command Commander, | had to provide a company of maintenance.

00:22:11 Speaker 3

| had to provide a company of medics and supply and all that stuff.

00:22:16 Speaker 3

So we we were really, you know sort of upset because we had lost 11 entire brigade of about 5000.
00:22:26 Speaker 3

But anyway, the chief of staff of the division, he went to the commanding general and he said, you
know, I'd like to command one of these brigades and so.

00:22:40 Speaker 3

The chief of staff said OK and then so he said, well, riffy you become the chief of staff.
00:22:45 Speaker 3

So | became the chief of staff for the 82nd Army Division and that was really my last.
00:22:54 Speaker 3

Assignment with the 82nd Airborne Division was the chief of staff.

00:22:58 Speaker 2

And when you and | went back to Fort Bragg this past year, Jim's picture was located on the hallway
in the commanding general staff. As chief of staff from 1968.

00:23:09 Speaker 2

To 69.

00:23:10 Speaker 2

So after that you did leave the division for the second time and thought you would never jump again.

00:23:16 Speaker 3



Well, you know, I'll never jump again because they transfer me back to the Pentagon and the
personnel department where I'd been before.

00:23:26 Speaker 3
And after I'd done a short tour there.
00:23:28 Speaker 3

Where they offered, | had a good friend who was in charge of the Colonel's division, and so we'd
serve together in Berlin back in the 60s. And he said, Jim, we got a lot of assignments for you said,
how would you like to be the PMS and?

00:23:45 Speaker 3
Of Hawaii |.
00:23:46 Speaker 3
No, | don't want it.
00:23:48 Speaker 3

How would you like to be the deputy United States representative to the League of Nations in New
York?

00:23:55 Speaker 3

And | said, well, that sounds pretty good, so.

00:23:58 Speaker 3

Put me on the phone with a cardinal who's had the op, who had the job, and he said.
00:24:03 Speaker 3

Now you know you won't be living right in New York.

00:24:07 Speaker 3

There's a place called Fort Jay, and it's already out in the in the water. And he said, do you have any
children?

00:24:14 Speaker 3

Said yeah, | have 4:00, he said.
00:24:16 Speaker 3

There's no schools in Fort.
00:24:17 Speaker 3

So what you have to do is your children have to get on.



00:24:21 Speaker 3
On aferry every morning and go to Brooklyn and | don't want that job.
00:24:25 Speaker 3

So they finally offer me the job as director of organization, the Combat Development Command,
which | thought, well, it's great. | didn't know when | accepted that job.

00:24:36 Speaker 3

Qualified airborne jump position.

00:24:39 Speaker 3

So | had that job for three years and | was on jump duty for three years.
00:24:46 Speaker 3

Of course, you couldn't jump at Fort Belvoir, so | fly down to Fort.
00:24:51 Speaker 3

Jump with 82nd Airborne Division Special Forces, 18th Airborne Corps and finally | found out that
the.

00:24:59 Speaker 3

Marines at Quantico had his special forces unit that also jumped, so the closest place for me to
complete my jumps was with the Marines as Quantico.

00:25:11 Speaker 3

So I finally got my 100 jumps in, which was my goal, so.
00:25:16 Speaker 2

And 100 jumps.

00:25:17 Speaker 3

At 100 jump, that's enough for me.

00:25:19 Speaker 2

And 100 jumps is a centurion.

00:25:22 Speaker 2

Canyou talk a little bit about your airborne education and how you progress to a master
parachutist?

00:25:28 Speaker 3

Well, yes, that that was a quite a quite an extensive program.



00:25:36 Speaker 3
First of all, when you qualify for a prayer trooper, you get these basic airborne badge okay.
00:25:42 Speaker 3

And then if you continue on jump duty, when you get 30 jumps in, you qualify as a senior
parachuters and you get a senior parachuters badge.

00:25:54 Speaker 3

And then they top.

00:25:58 Speaker 3

Position in the airborne is to be a master parachuters.

00:26:03 Speaker 3

And you have to have, among other things, you have to have 65 jumps.
00:26:09 Speaker 3

But they can't just they have to be in some field.

00:26:15 Speaker 3

They have to be in conditions where you jump at night time. You jump with heavy equipment and
you have to be a jump master.

00:26:26 Speaker 3

And taking a group out to jump.

00:26:28 Speaker 3

And you have to go before a board.

00:26:33 Speaker 3

A board to be qualified as a jump.

00:26:35 Speaker 3

So I finally got my jump master qualifications in about June of 1960 and.
00:26:42 Speaker 2

What would be some of the equipment that you would jump with?
00:26:47 Speaker 3

To become a master parachuters, you had to do many things.

00:26:51 Speaker 3



One of us, you had to jump out of an airplane with heavy equipment.
00:26:55 Speaker 3

I mean heavy equipment like you take 60mm mortar and you you jump with the tube.
00:27:02 Speaker 3

And of course, you couldn't land with a with a 60mm mortar tube.
00:27:06 Speaker 3

Your body.

00:27:07 Speaker 3

So what happened? You tied it to your body with about?

00:27:13 Speaker 3

300 feet well, 200 feet rope.

00:27:16 Speaker 3

And so when you got within about 100 feet or so of the of the?
00:27:21 Speaker 3

Own you. You released it. And so it went down and hit the ground. And so then you landed near it
and you had a arope tied to it.

00:27:30 Speaker 3

So you could get to it to use that and other things like light machine guns. You couldn't jump with a
tripod, but you could jump with a light machine guns.

00:27:39 Speaker 3

So you had to do all those things to be qualified as a master.

00:27:43 Speaker 3

And then you had to go before I.

00:27:45 Speaker 3

You had to go before a board. And finally | met all the requirements and.
00:27:50 Speaker 3

June of 1960 got my orders as a master parachuter.

00:27:56 Speaker 2

And just backing up a little.



00:27:58 Speaker 2

Jim, you had an experience with another paratrooper where you had to remind him you land left Iran
land right.

00:28:04 Speaker 2

You.

00:28:05 Speaker 2

Tell us about that experience.

00:28:07 Speaker 3

This is when | was enrolled in the basic parachute training at Fort Benning.
00:28:16 Speaker 3

And.

00:28:18 Speaker 3

We were making a jump and all of a sudden we | was out of the airplane.
00:28:24 Speaker 3

Chute was open.

00:28:25 Speaker 3

| was looking.

00:28:26 Speaker 3

Things look good and finally someone said Captain, I'm going to land on the top of your parachute.
00:28:32 Speaker 3

And so this man his his shoot.

00:28:35 Speaker 3

Partially open, but not completely, so he landed right on top of my parachute.
00:28:40 Speaker 3

And he said what they gonna?

00:28:42 Speaker 3

| said, well, you just come down and get ahold of my risers.

00:28:45 Speaker 3

That's what went from your back of your your shoulders up to the the parachute I.



00:28:52 Speaker 3

You just get a whole, come down and get ahold of my risers when we land. You make a left
parachute landing fall.

00:28:59 Speaker 3

Make a right side parachute landing fall.
00:29:01 Speaker 3

And we'll be fine.

00:29:03 Speaker 3

We did that perfectly, but we got to there was a medics out there, there was ambulances out there
and they came out well. How did you all do that?

00:29:12 Speaker 3

And | said to the test officer, well, we did what you trained us to do and it went off.
00:29:19 Speaker 3

Beautifully. And in my hunter jumps, the only collision | ever had.

00:29:20 Speaker 2

They're born all the way.

00:29:24 Speaker 2

Canyou talk a little bit more about the aircraft and the equipment that you jumped out of, for
example, of C47 was the first aircraft that you jumped out of?

00:29:31 Speaker 3

Yeah, that when | went when | in 1947, that Fort at Fort Benning, there was an airfield there.
00:29:38 Speaker 3

What was the name of the airfield there?

00:29:39 Speaker 2

Lawson Army Airfield and Friar Trop son, | believe.

00:29:40 Speaker 3

All lost narrow.

00:29:43 Speaker 3

We had two aircraft that we jumped out.

00:29:46 Speaker 3



One was called the sea. 47 C 47 had been used heavily in Europe, particularly when the land in the
Netherlands.

00:29:57 Speaker 3

But the only thing about the sea for seven, it only had one door.

00:30:01 Speaker 2

Which was the left door.

00:30:03 Speaker 3

Dora, you could put the 34 people into the C47, but you could only jump 17 at a time.
00:30:11 Speaker 3

So if you would look back at the number of aircraft that they use, particularly in market gardens,
that what they call it.

00:30:18 Speaker 3

In Netherlands, there's so many aircraft course, so many of them were 40 sevens and they could
only jump 17. They couldn't.

00:30:25 Speaker 3

Jump 17 and go around and come back and Jump 7 anymore.
00:30:29 Speaker 3

You do that so anyway. So at Fort Benning is that?

00:30:34 Speaker 3

We had A/C 47th of World War 2 and we also had another aircraft called C 1/19 which was my least
favorite aircraft of all | ever jumped out of.

00:30:45 Speaker 3
Was of it a little skinny thing and it had doors, but.
00:30:50 Speaker 3

Instead of jumping out a door, you just walked out the back end of it, and when you go down the
runway, you look very in about.

00:30:57 Speaker 3
Two feet below you, it was running under on the.
00:31:02 Speaker 3

On the ground there. So | didn't like it. But anyway that was.



00:31:07 Speaker 3
Forced.
00:31:07 Speaker 3

They discontinued the C 119, but they did keep the 77. The 47 for quite a while, but eventually they
got the the the 30 that.

00:31:22 Speaker 2

C130.

00:31:23 Speaker 3

1:30.

00:31:24 Speaker 2

C130.

00:31:25 Speaker 2

Another propeller aircraft and also OK and then also the C141 came in the service.
00:31:25 Speaker 3

Yeah, yeah. But he had had two doors.

00:31:30 Speaker 3

Well, when | left the 82nd Airborne Division in 1968.
00:31:38 Speaker 3

We were getting 141's a jet aircraft from Charleston Air Force Base and as you know, you don't jump
out of a 141, you step out.

00:31:50 Speaker 3

But you can imagine paratroopers have been changed, trained all the life when you leave like a 130,
you make a vigorous jump out there.

00:31:59 Speaker 3

'Cause you want to get out as far as you can.

00:32:01 Speaker 3

Well, it took a long time and we had many injuries before these power tubers had jump.
00:32:08 Speaker 3

Many, many times out of a 130 where you had to jump out vigorously and so they would jump out of
a one of a 141 and the two would just go like that.



00:32:18 Speaker 3

Had some serious.

00:32:19 Speaker 3

So what you did in 141 as you know because you jumped at them also?

00:32:24 Speaker 3

You just stepped out and you stepped out to avoid the prop flash from The Jets.

00:32:28 Speaker 2

Yeah, totally different ride going from a turbo propeller to a.

00:32:30

Yeah.

00:32:32 Speaker 2

So let's talk a little bit more about Fort Bragg. Some of the drop zones out there, we know quite well.
00:32:39 Speaker 2

Can you describe the drop zones and some of your favorite ones and where you trained at mostly?
00:32:42 Speaker 3

Well, the drop zones at Fort Bragg were all named after battles in World War 2, for example.
00:32:52 Speaker 3

My favorite drop zone was called Normandy Drop Zone Normandy and it was by the way, it was the
closest to Fort Bragg.

00:32:59 Speaker 3

But it was good.

00:32:59 Speaker 3

Was all.

00:33:00 Speaker 3

The sand was probably two or three feet deep.
00:33:03 Speaker 3

So they had.

00:33:04 Speaker 3



Then they had another room called Holland, which was a very large one, and then they had cicne
which the.

00:33:12 Speaker 3

Today, when they're making mass jumps at Fort Bragg, they jump on Sicily.

00:33:17 Speaker 3

So we had Sicily, which is another battle group for the World War 2, and finally we had a small.
00:33:26 Speaker 3

Drop zone called Nam Megan.

00:33:28 Speaker 3

So, Normandy, Holland, Sicily. Now, Megan, all named after World War 2 events.

00:33:36 Speaker 2

Great review of that history and looking back at the 2nd 50 third, you say to me that's one of your
best experiences.

00:33:44 Speaker 2

You explain why 2nd 50 third.

00:33:47 Speaker 3

During the about 2 1/2 years | was assigned to five of third, | had three battle group commanders.
00:33:56 Speaker 3

All three had were.

00:33:59 Speaker 3

Veterans of World War 2, and they were the finest colonels that | had ever served with.
00:34:06 Speaker 3

You know.

00:34:07 Speaker 3

Because | actually, | had never.

00:34:11 Speaker 3

| guess in my career | had probably never reported to in the fields of full colonels and they they were
great.

00:34:19 Speaker 3

Were all graduates of the Army War College.



00:34:22 Speaker 3
They were all World War 2 veterans and and.
00:34:26 Speaker 3

And | | couldn't receive better treatment from them, you know, and they just gave me opportunities
to to do many things that | thought that the battle group should do.

00:34:37 Speaker 3

So that that was great.

00:34:39 Speaker 3

Then of course.

00:34:43 Speaker 3

All the we had five rifle companies and every rifle company of Commander.
00:34:49 Speaker 3

Had been in great at least eight to 10 years 'cause there was no promotions going on at that time
and one of the Battle rifle company commanders had also had a veteran World War 2. So they were
great and the non commissioned officers.

00:35:04 Speaker 3

Outstanding because many of them had served with the 101st Airborne Division or the 82nd
Airborne Division in World War 2.

00:35:13 Speaker 3

So all this experience that you had and the rapport was great, the.
00:35:22 Speaker 3

It was.

00:35:24 Speaker 3

It was one of the most interesting, satisfying and really enjoyable experiences that | had my 30 years
in the army.

00:35:32 Speaker 3

Great.

00:35:32 Speaker 2

In 2nd 50 third would produce some of the most generals seen in the US.

00:35:37 Speaker 3



Well, yes it.

00:35:38 Speaker 3

Matter of fact, | always said that.

00:35:41 Speaker 3

[ think I've got some notes on here somewhere that.
00:35:44 Speaker 3

5032503 was the making of generals and I'll just mention | had three battle group commanders
during that time.

00:35:52 Speaker 3

The first one was Colonel Gomez.
00:35:56 Speaker 3

Colonel Gomez became the chief of staff.
00:35:59 Speaker 3

Of the division and the last time | heard of him, he was advisor to the military forces in the
Philippine as a two star general.

00:36:08 Speaker 3

So | know he made 2.

00:36:11 Speaker 3

My second battle group commander was Colonel 